
Guests and Visitors – Brief Statement Regarding Communion 
“I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

 

We welcome you to worship today as we celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion. As we prepare 

to receive Holy Communion, we confess that communion was instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of sins, and that when consecrated, the bread and wine are truly his body and blood!1 

We also believe that every Christian is called to examine themselves before coming to the table, 

trusting in God’s forgiveness as an answer to our sin, while truly recognizing the body and blood of 

Jesus, given for us. We further believe that Jesus has made the altar a place of unity – a place we are 

called to be in full agreement and reconciliation with one another.2 

 

From scripture,3 the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS), and Zion Lutheran Church, as a part 

of that Synod, understands unity not only as a matter of relational peace with each other, but public 

confessional unity as well. Your faith is a public witness, in addition to a personal conviction.4 

To come to the altar for Holy Communion is to make a public witness that you agree with everything 

this church body believes, teaches, and confesses. If you are not currently a member of a church 

within the LCMS, that would be difficult to say truthfully, and though we make no judgment of your 

genuine faith in Jesus, the call to confessional unity still stands. 

 

Our call from Jesus is to steward God’s gifts faithfully, and to uphold the church’s confessional 

integrity, as well as yours.5 Out of love and respect for you, and in obedience to the will of God, 

please speak with Pastor before coming up to receive communion. If you are not receiving 

communion today, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing, or to remain in your pew as we 

sing God’s praises. 

 

Please come and speak with Pastor David with any questions you may have – this is a good and Spirit-

filled place for conversation! 

 

May you be blessed in our time together today as we gather around the Word of God in faith, hope, 

and love.    

 

It is good to be together in the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Matthew 26:26-28 
2 Matthew 5:21-24; 1 Corinthians 11:17-18 
3 1 Corinthians 1:10 
4 Matthew 5:14-16 
5 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 



2 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday, August 3, 2025 
 

T DIVINE SERVICE T 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

  

WELCOME 
 

Stand 
 

HYMN SING  
 
INVOCATION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

T Confession and Absolution T 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 

and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 

graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



3 

 

T Service of the Word T 
Stand 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

COLLECT FOR THE DAY   
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven, 

that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your 

grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 

Sit 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING     Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 

vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

 I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I applied my heart to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to 

the children of man to be busy with. I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all 

is vanity and a striving after wind. . . . 

 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will 

come after me, and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for 

which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned about and gave my 

heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes a person who has 

toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did 

not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart 

with which he toils beneath the sun? For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. 

Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 

 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in 

his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him who can eat or who can have 

enjoyment? For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the 

sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. 

This also is vanity and a striving after wind. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE     Colossians 3:1–11 

 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 

the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you 

have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you 

also will appear with him in glory. 

 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too 

once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, 

malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put 

off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 

after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
           

           P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL      Luke 12:13–21 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” 14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And 

he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does 

not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told them a parable, saying, “The 

land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 

have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 

build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my 

soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But 

God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 

toward God.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       763 When Peace, like a River 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 
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     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Stand 
 

GREETING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

T Service of the Sacrament T 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN       848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001286 
Tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN      732 All Depends on Our Possessing 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 6    If my days on earth He lengthen, 

All the longing hopes that haunt me,        God my weary soul will strengthen; 

    Joy and sorrow, have their day.            All my trust in Him I place. 

I shall doubt His wisdom never;        Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

As God wills, so be it ever;         Like a stream away is gliding; 

    I commit to Him my way.              Safe I anchor in His grace.  
 

Text: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758  Text and tune: Public domai 

Stand 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN   All My Hope on God is Founded  ELW 757 

 

POSTLUDE 
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