SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday, April 27, 2025

I DIVINE SERVICE
PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME
Stand

P Christ is Risen!
He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

OPENING HYMN 464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done

Refrain
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia!
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1 The strife is o’er, the bat - tle done;
2 The pow’rs of death have done their  worst,
3 The three sad days have quick - ly sped,
5 Lord, by the  stripes which wound - ed Thee,
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Now is the vic - tor’s tri - umph won;
But  Christ their le - gions hath dis - persed.
He ris - es glo - rious from the dead.
From death’s dread sting Thy ser -  vants free
A The Refrain is repeated after st. 5.
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Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - ia!
Let shouts of ho - ly joy out - burst. Al-le - lu - ia!
All  glo - ry to our ris - en Head! Al-le - lu - ia!
That we may live and sing to Thee. Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, KdIn; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909, alt.
Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525-1594, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.



(P} In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Sit

»} Confession and Absolution

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

I« Service of the Word -

INTROIT
(P) Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
(P) Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
(P) Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
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his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.
(P) He remembers his covenant forever,

the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Stand

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Sit

(P) Letus pray.

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your
grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 5:12-20

2Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the
apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 3None of the rest dared join them,
but the people held them in high esteem. *And more than ever believers were added to the
Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the
streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on
some of them. *6The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick
and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

"But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy *they arrested the apostles and put them in the public
prison. °But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them
out, and said, 2*“Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this
Life.”

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Revelation 1:4-8

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven

spirits who are before his throne, >and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the ruler of kings on earth.



To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood éand made us a kingdom, priests to
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. “Behold, he is coming
with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth
will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

8T am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alh_LELU IA AND VERSE
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Al-1le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

190n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord. ?!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so
I am sending you.” ?And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. ZIf you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from
anyone, it is withheld.”

2ANow Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 2°So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the
mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, |
will never believe.”

%Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do
not disbelieve, but believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?°Jesus said to him,



“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; 3!but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY 470 O Sons and Daughters of the King
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10 sons and daugh - ters of the King, @ Whom heav'n - ly
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear; A - mong them
8 How blest are they who have not seen And yet whose
9 On this most ho - ly day of days Be laud and
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hosts in glo-ry sing, To - day the grave has lost its sting!
came their mas-ter dear And said, “My peace be withyou  here.”
faith has con-stant been, For they e - ter - nal life shall win.
ju - bi-lee and praise: To God your hearts and voic-es raise.
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Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-1u - ia!
Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Stand

GREETING



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.



CLOSING HYMN 878 Abide with Me
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
21 need Thy pres - ence ev - 'ry pass - ing hour;
51 fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
6 Hold Thou Thy cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes;
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
What but Thy grace can foil the tempt-er’s pow’r?
IlIs have no weight and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
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‘When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
Who like Thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
Heav’n’s morn - ing breaks, and earth’s vain shad-ows flee;
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Help of the  help-less, O a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun-shine, O a - bide with me.
I tri - umph still if Thou a - bide with me!
In life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
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