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JOY TO THE WORLD 

   If we are celebrating joy during the Christmas season, then it seems to me that we should seek out two sides of 
Joy.  First we can think about those things that bring us joy, then we can examine those things that are anti-joy. 
 
   We must start with those things that make us sad, upset, angry, impatient, worry, anxious and unhappy.  For me 
I need to start with those things that make me angry so that I lose the spiritual gift of self-control.  I need to write 
things down to get them off of my mind.  I need to avoid situations and people that put my self-control at risk.  In 
order to avoid impatience, we need to be more flexible, maybe plan ahead better.  How about those orange cones 
around construction zones, they should make you happy because they are making the road better and maybe even 
safer, but we need to accept things we can not change. 
 
   Each of us has our own set of things that bring us joyðyes that means things that make us happy.  Once again I 
rely on writing things down.  It will help you focus on joy if you actually list what makes you happy.  Maybe a 
phone call (not a text) from or to a loved one.  What is your favorite food (list can not be longer than ten items 
long)?  What on television makes you happy?  Spending time with someone in the family, or with a friend. 
 
   Now that you have focused on what makes you happy, think about ways that you can have at least two of the 
things on your list happen each day during Advent.   
 
Pastor Garry 

 
 

Children's Time with Pastor Garry 

Thank You Note 

Furley Church, 

Thank you so much for 

your prayers, cards and 

the love you have sent.  

What a beautiful expres-

sion of Godôs love. You 

shared!  Thank You 



 

 

 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ϧ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
Sack Lunches continue to be made every month and donations of pudding cups and applesauce, along with individ-
ually wrapped cookies, Rice Krispie treats and or fruit bits would be greatly appreciated.  We also use lots of pea-
nut butter and jam.  
  
Blessing Box. we can still use easy to eat meals, toilet paper, small kidôs toys, potted meats, Vienna sausage, first 
aid kits, tooth paste and tooth brushes, hair brushes and combs.  Any donations of any if these items can be left in 
the kitchen for me to store until needed.  
 
Community Lunch is over for 2025, big Thank You to all who contributed, time and food. It takes a village.  
 

Food drive was a great success, food went to Open Door, Bread of Life, Victory in the Valley, Youth Horizons and 
Sunshine Childrenôs Home.   

Huge Thank you to David and Stephanie Willits, Kim Hague, and Pastor for delivering all the donations  

We are planning an Advent Mission, info to follow. 





Jesus Children 

ñLight and Dark: The Journey in Adventò 

Scripture (Luke 1:78). 

What does it mean for a new day to ñdawnò? Is the season of Advent a time for waiting for a new day to dawn with 
the birth of baby Jesus? In the Old Testaments there are the verses told by prophets of the coming light.  Brightness 
of day symbolizes hope, joy and in some cases, wisdom. The dawning of the day of the Lord. 

For the people of the Bible, living in hot, and arid climates the sun was needed to grow foods but when it set there 
was a cool, restoring break. For many of our neighbors who face homeless, night and day each carry their own risks. 
As the sun goes down there is a need to find safe shelter. Then, with the dawn, may come the threat of displacement 

Doesnôt the season of Advent invite us to remember the journey of Mary and Joseph? For Mary, this meant a night 
seeing the birth of her son in a stable since safe lodging was not available. But on the same night she sees the light 
of angels and the worship and awe from shepherds. God meets us where we are with a promise ï that we will be rec-
onciled, that the world is being changed because He rules. 

We need to ask ourselves, what is God asking of us during this Advent season?  

(adapted from www.elca.org/worldhunger.com)  

******************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

RECYCLE MINISTRY OF FURLEY CHURCH 

Furley Church recycling is available for Furley Church attendees to practice en-

vironmental stewardship. This holiday season will bring more shipping boxes, 

plastic bags, etc. into your home. Is it trash or can it be recycled? Here are reminders about what can and can-

not go in the recycling cart. 

All cardboard boxes should have packing tape and labels removed.  

Please flatten all cardboard boxes. 

Plastic bags are not allowed in the recycling cart.  

Wash foil pans and reuse in your own home, or place in the trash, not the recycle cart. 

If you bring your recycling to the church in a plastic bag, please empty the bag into the cart. Take the bag 

home and fill it up again!  

Old Christmas lights are trash, not for the recycling cart.  

Please visit www.wm.com for all recycling guidelines. 

 

The recycling truck comes to Furley church every other week. Please follow the schedule below to ensure all 

Furley church families have at least one opportunity to fill the recycling cart.  

 
Last names beginning . . .  

A thru K = December 16 

L thru Z = December 2 and 30 

Thank you for doing your part to recycle the right way every day. 

http://www.elca.org/worldhunger.com
http://www.wm.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY TIES UP LOOSE ENDS 

 

After eleven years of creating, praying over and sharing shawls, baby blankets and pocket prayer cloths, the 

team. 

Members have brought this ministry to an end. The yarn did not run out, oh goodness, no! A variety of 

reasons led to this decision.  

 

All remaining yarn and supplies have been donated to the East Heights United Methodist Church prayer 

shawl ministry team.  

 

This ministry blessed so many! Looking back to the very first prayer shawl dedication in March 2014, some 

of 

the individuals who received those very first prayer shawls included Nancy Tallman, Pat Segraves, Jack Hays 

and Jim Lane. The very last prayer shawl was gifted in November 2025 to Thelma Bryant in St. Louis, MO 

for the unexpected passing of her only son. 

 

A huge THANK YOU to all who donated yarn and appreciated the creativity of the yarn artists who served in 

this ministry. 

GREETERS 

December 7th 

Gary & Lamoyne Eilert 

 

December 14th 

Keith & Cheryl Slater 

 

December 21st 

Doug & Kim Hague 

 

December 28th 

Ron & Karen Buss 

USHERS 

December 7th 

Gary Eilert & Ron Buss 

 

December 14th 

Doug Hague & Gary Eilert 

 

December 21st 

Ron Buss & Jordan Black 

 

December 28th 

Randey Koehn & Ron Buss  

COUNTING TEAMS 

December 7th 

Pam Horner & Doug Hague 

 

December 14th 

Kim Hague & Gary Eilert 

 

December 21st 

Jan Lane & Pam Horner 

 

December 28 

Doug Hague & Jan Lane 

CHURCH FAMILY CHRISTMAS DINNER 

December 14TH FOLLOWING WORSIP 

Bring a Salad or Dessert to share. 





 






