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INTRODUCTION 

• This year we celebrate 100 years of our church's 

history. 

o A century of faith, service, and 

transformation. 

• Even after 100 years, Jeremiah 18 reminds us 

that we are not a finished product, displayed on 

a shelf. 

o We are clay on the potter's wheel. 

• God sends Jeremiah to the potter's house to 

deliver this message. 

• There Jeremiah observes the process. 

o The vase is getting damaged. 

o The potter remakes it. 

o And then God says, 

▪ "Like clay in the potter's hand, so 

are you in my hand." 

• Our history here has been shaped by the potter. 

• Like Jeremiah, we have come today to God's 

potter's workshop to receive His message. 
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o I enjoy observing how God creates 

scenarios and scripts so that the message 

is more concrete. 

o Inspired by the message to Jeremiah, we 

are also at the Potter’s house this 

morning. 

o Today, as we watch the potter work here 

before us, we will walk through three 

stages of the process. 

▪ and realize how God has done the 

same for us. 

 

1 – COLLAPSE 

One of the first things we learn on the wheel is that 

the clay needs to remain perfectly centered. If it 

loses its center, the walls begin to wobble. They 

become unstable. They can crack as they dry. They 

can collapse. 

• Jeremiah prophesies at a time when Judah had 

lost its center. 

o Politics were unstable. 

o They were a spiritually divided people. 

o Idolatry was mixed with genuine worship. 

o The people trusted in the temple, but not 

in faithfulness to God. 



3 
 

o The hearts and faith of the people were 

decentralized. 

• And when the center is lost, the walls begin to 

tremble. 

• Sometimes, in the pottery wheel, when the vase 

moves off-centre, 

o the best decision is not to try to "save" 

the piece.  

o It's to collapse it and start again. 

• Each piece carries with it time, effort, emotion. 

o It’s difficult to destroy something we have 

invested so much in. 

o But allowing a faulty part to move 

forward could render it unusable in the 

future. 

• There are times when the "walls" of our lives or 

of the church collapse. 

o Structural changes happen. 

o Reorganizations. 

o Moments when we ask, "God, what are 

you doing?" 

• Our church also underwent a necessary collapse 

a few years ago, a significant structural 

transformation. 

• The ministry is no longer centralized in a single 

figure. 
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o Leadership roles were redistributed. 

o Shared responsibilities. 

• Perhaps it seemed, at first, like a loss of form. 

o Perhaps some felt insecure. 

o But now, years later, we can see that it 

was God restoring the center. 

o It was God restructuring the walls of the 

clay so that it could be transformed into a 

useful vessel. 

• When Christ is at the center, the wheel can turn 

without destroying us. 

o Because collapse is not abandonment. 

o It is care. 

 

2 – DRY CLAY 

When the clay is still damp, starting over is simple. 

But when it has already dried and cracked, the 

process is longer. You need to break the piece, add 

water and wait for it to absorb the water; then mix 

until you reach a uniform consistency. Dry again to 

the right moisture level. Knead to remove air 

bubbles. 

• Jeremiah was speaking to a people who would 

face exile. 

o God's people had become dry clay. 
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▪ They could still be reshaped by the 

Potter. 

▪ But for that to happen, they would 

need to be broken. 

• Through Jeremiah's prophecy, God was 

preparing his people for a time of profound 

restoration. 

• Our church has also experienced times of 

waiting. 

o Processes that were not instantaneous. 

o Adjustments that required patience. 

o Long conversations. 

o Relearning roles. 

• And as with dry clay, the work is not done by the 

clay itself, 

o but through the relationship between the 

clay, the water, and the Potter's hands. 

o And then the clay returnes to the state for 

which it was created. 

• Perhaps God is inviting us to a more integrated 

life. 

o where inconsistencies are revealed; 

o where hidden bubbles are removed; 

o where gifts begin to emerge because 

there is room for them. 
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• When I look at this church and see so many 

people engaged with the Kingdom, I recognize 

that this didn't happen out of haste. 

o It took time for the clay to be broken 

down, 

o for it to come into contact with the 

Potter's hands, 

o and for it to rest so that the water could 

rehydrate the clay. 

 

3 – Restore & Bear Witness 

• Once the piece has been fired in the oven, it 

becomes as hard as stone. If it breaks, it cannot 

be recycled. It can only be glued together. The 

cracks remain visible. 

• Once, while listening to a sermon by Rev. Angie, 

I learned from her about an art originated in 

Japan. It is called kintsugi: 

o It is the art of repairing broken pieces 

with gold, highlighting the cracks instead 

of hiding them. 

o The cracks become part of the beauty. 

o They become evidence that the piece was 

too valuable to be discarded. 

• Over the course of a hundred years, our church 

has left many different marks. 
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o Changes. Losses. Challenges. Regrets. 

Pain. Bitterness. 

o Some parts will never return to what they 

were before. 

• And perhaps they shouldn't. 

• Because we see this in Christ. 

o After the resurrection, He does not return 

without marks. 

o He shows his wounds. 

o Scars are not a sign of defeat, but rather 

signs of the struggle that led to 

resurrection. 

o They are testimonies that death did not 

have the last word. 

• We are not called upon to hide our flaws. 

o We are called to allow the light to shine 

through them. 

• Our scars, both personal and communal, do not 

point to our strength. 

o They point to the Potter's faithfulness. 

o They point out that we are too valuable 

an asset to be discarded. 

o That's why we bear the marks of 

restoration. 
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CONCLUSION  

• One hundred years doesn't mean the work is 

finished. 

o It means we're still on the same track. 

▪ Sometimes collapsing. 

▪ Sometimes reverting to a clay-like 

state. 

▪ Sometimes witnessing through the 

cracks. 

• We worship a God who is a persistent Potter: 

o He does not rule out clay. 

o At each stage of working with clay, he 

operates in different ways to extract from 

us what is most precious. 

o He works with persistent love. 

• Just as clay is in the potter's hands, so are we in 

the hands of God, our Potter. 

• Amen. 


