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Readings:
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INTRODUCTION
« Faith is one of the greatest challenges of the
Christian life.
o It's difficult to explain and it's difficult to live
through.
o It's so difficult to explain that the text
explains it and we remain confused;
= The word "hope" originally means
"to wait"
= So faith is the certainty of things
that have not yet happened, they
are not facts;
= And it is also the conviction of
things we do not see.
o And faith is so difficult to live by because:
= It is necessary when everything is
going well;
= But it's when things aren't going
well that it becomes even more
indispensable.

o Last Sunday | had a very fun experience.
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Dick and Linda invited Angie and | to go
snowshoeing.

o |felt so northern!

You need to take your first steps on the snow to
understand why those shoes are so big.

o They help you not to sink so deep.

o The walk becomes easier.

They don't make you float on the snow.

o The snow is still giving way, you sink a
little.

o The cold weather continues.

o The effort is there.

o But now it's possible to walk without
sinking completely, without getting hurt,
without giving up halfway.

As | walked, | thought: Faith is exactly like that.

o It doesn't eliminate winter, but it makes it

possible to get through it.

Faith when the ground is missing
There are times when the ground seems to
disappear beneath your feet.
o You prepare for something important
= and it doesn't work out.
o You pray for someone for years
= and see no change.
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o You dedicate yourself to the church, you
serve with joy,
= but fatigue or routine sets in and
the results seem small.

o It's like that nightmare where we are falling into
an endless abyss.

o We try to wake up and open our eyes, but
we can’t.

o We search for something to hold on to,
but there is no support.

o It makes you wish the ground would come
fast, even if it hurts.

o« These times when the ground seems to
disappear beneath our feet don't happen
because of a lack of faith.

o They are part of life.

o It is precisely for these moments that Hebrews

defines what faith is:
o certainty of what is expected and
conviction of what is not seen.
= Faith is not seeing beforehand.
= Faith is trusting first.

o Like snowshoeing:

o You feel the weight of your body, the
instability of the snow, the effort of the
journey.



o But now there is enough support to keep
going.
Faith doesn't prevent us from sinking a little;
o it prevents us from sinking completely.

2 - Faith pleases God

Hebrews 11:6 states that without faith it is
impossible to please God.
God does not require that only strong or
spiritually impressive people worship Him.

o What God proposes to us is a relationship

that begins where human security ends.

That is what we can learn from Abraham.
Abraham left behind everything that had
previously guaranteed him security.
God said to him:

Genesis 12:1
“Go from your country and your kindred and your

father's house to the land that | will show you.”

o He was called to leave his land without
knowing where he was going.

o God does not present him with a detailed
plan, only a promise.

o Abraham went not because he had
guarantees, but because he trusted the
one who called him.
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= The only guarantee he had was to
trust in God.
= And Abraham nearly sank several
times, because the future that God
promised him always seemed too
uncertain.
= What sustained Abraham from
sinking was his faith,
= and the letter to the
Hebrews tells us that his faith
was credited to him as
righteousness;
o His faith manifested itself when human
security ended.

« Wedon't see God. We believe in God.

o We do not see God's promises;
o We trust them.

« And then, when we let faith take over and leave
everything in God's hands, we begin to walk,
without sinking completely.

« Faith pleases God because it opens the way for
His action.

o It appears when we emerge from under
the covers and face the cold of winter.

3 — Faith in Our Times



Faith is not just a biblical concept; it manifests
itself in everyday life.

o It is the faith of those who continue
praying even when it seems that nothing
changes.

o It is the faith of those who remain faithful
even when results are slow.

o It is the faith of those who continue
walking even when tired and in pain.

As a church, we also face moments like this.

o Moments when it seems like all the effort

is in vain, when motivation dwindles.
But faith is exactly the opposite of that.

o Faith is getting up and walking, even
when it's cold.

Hebrews was written for a tired, frustrated
community, almost giving up.

o They believed that Jesus' second coming
was about to happen - but Jesus did not
return.

The author then responds by showing people
who walked without seeing everything clearly,
and yet believed.

o | recommend that you read all of Hebrews
chapter 11 to see these stories.

Faith doesn't promise ease.
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o It promises support.
o Practicing this kind of faith means remaining
faithful in small, ordinary acts:
o praying, worshiping, serving,
o not because we see immediate results,
o but because we trust that God is at work
beyond what we can see.

CONCLUSION
o Winters are part of the Christian life.
o Some are short.
= Some are long.
o Perhaps you are experiencing one right
now.

o Faith doesn't eliminate the cold, it doesn't make
the snow disappear, it doesn't make us float
above our problems.

o But it allows us to walk without sinking
completely.

e Godis calling us today to look

o at our own lives ans faith,

o get out of our comfort zones,

o trustin Him,

o and take another step.
= Even without seeing everything.
= Even whenit's cold.
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= Even without understanding.
« This call reminds us that faith is built in everyday
life,
o so that when needed, it is ready and
strengthened.
o Put on the snowshoes of faith.
o Because the God in whom we believe is
faithful,
= And that's enough.



