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Readings:
Jeremiah 31:33
2 Corinthians 3:2-6

INTRODUCTION

Words are small things.

o Just sounds, vibrations in the air.

o And yet, words build entire worlds inside
us.

Take a simple word: life.

o When | say life in English, it carries
meaning.

o But when | say vida, which means life in
Portuguese, something different happens
inside me.

* The meaning is the same, but the
experience is not.
= The sound -carries memories,
emotions, stories, relationships.
Recently | told my wife something that made
her smile:

o every time | say “I love you” in English, my

heart thinks of her,
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o Because all my experience with those
words in English has been with her.

o The phrase is not just language;

= it is history, affection, and
presence.
Words do that.

o They gather experiences.

o They store life.

And the apostle Paul tells us something
extraordinary in 2 Corinthians 3:

o “you yourselves are our letter, written not
with ink but with the Spirit of the living
God.”

God does not only give us words to read.
o He gives us words to live,
= until they become part of who we
are.

WORDS CREATE EXPERIENCE
Paul contrasts letters written with ink and
letters written on human hearts.

o Inkinforms.

o The Spirit transforms.
We can know biblical vocabulary without living
biblical reality.

o We can say “grace” and still live anxiously.
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o We can say “peace” while carrying storms
inside.

o We can say “forgiveness” and keep our
emotional spreadsheets carefully
updated.

But when a word becomes a lived experience,
everything changes.

The prophet Jeremiah anticipated this reality
when God promised:

o “I will write my law on their hearts.”

o Not on tablets. Not on paper. On people.

o God’s intention was more than mere
literacy.

o It was incarnation.

The Word is meant to move from page to pulse.
This is why spiritual practices matter.

o Reading Scripture.

o Praying the Psalms.

o Speaking God’s promises aloud.

o Worshiping together.

These practices are not religious chores; they
are how divine vocabulary becomes lived
experience.

Over time, the words stop being a concept and
become incarnate.



2 - THE WORD MADE FLESH

John tells us Christ is the Word made flesh.

o The Word did not remain abstract;

o it became embodied.
So now we do not feed on ideas.

o We feed on Christ.
And here is good news for those of us who feel
spiritually inadequate:

o Paul says our sufficiency is not from

ourselves but from God.

We often feel unprepared:

o We don’t know how to pray.

o We hesitate to share our faith.

o We fear inviting someone to church.

o We feel small, weak, insufficient.
And here is the surprising truth: that feeling is
not failure.

o Itis honesty.

o And honesty is fertile soil for grace.
If ministry depended on confidence, extroverts
would run the kingdom of God.

o Thankfully, the gospel runs on grace

instead.

Paul does not say, “We are sufficient because
we trained enough.”



o He says, “Our competence comes from
God.”

Christ, the living Word, nourishes us from
within.
As we receive Him, His life becomes our
capacity.

o We do not serve from strength.

o We serve from communion with Him.

3 — TRANSFORMED INTO LIVING LETTERS

Paul says we are letters written by the Spirit.

o Not theoretical letters.

o Living letters.
The Holy Spirit takes everything we experience
with Scripture and everything we experience
with Christ and translates it into a life others can
read.

o Not because we know everything.

o But because the Spirit is active within us.
This changes how we see our insecurity.
We tend to think God needs fully written pages:

o polished, perfect, impressive.
But the Spirit is not looking for completed
manuscripts.

o The Spirit looks for blank space.

o Blank space is where the Spirit writes.
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« Ifyou feel unprepared, you are not disqualified.
o Yyou are available.
« If you feel unsure, you are not useless,
o Yyou are teachable.
« If you feel weak, you are not failing,
o Yyou are positioned for grace.
« So when you feel that hesitation,
o speak the word of encouragement.
« When you feel nervous, o offer the prayer.
« When you feel unsure, o extend the invitation.
« When you feel small,
o take the step.
o Your insecurity, surrendered to God, becomes
canvas for the Spirit.

CONCLUSION

o Words create worlds inside us.

e The more we live with a word, the more it
shapes our experience.

o Over time, its sound carries history, emotion,
and presence.

o God invites us to live so deeply with His Word
that it becomes part of our heartbeat.

o Christ, the living Word, nourishes us.

o The Spirit writes His life within us.



o And we become living letters the world
can read.
So do not wait until you feel ready.
Don't fill out all the pages yourself.

o If you feel weak, you are ready.

o If you feel small, you are ready.

o If you feel unprepared, you are ready.
Because the gospel is not written through
human sufficiency, but through divine life.

o And when the Word becomes flesh in us,

people do not merely hear the gospel.

o They experience it.

Amen.



