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Do any of you remember the game show — Let’s
make a Deal?

If chosen you could trade something you have, for
something else, something in the box, something
on stage behind a curtain.

Monty Hall might trade you $500 for a piece of
chewing gum — if you had one on you.

And then you might have a choice — keep the $500
or trade it for what’s in the box.

Sometimes it was a great deal — for in the box was
a fur coat, or a new TV worth $900.

But sometimes it was a box of Guinea pigs or pair
of rakes, or something else that left you wishing
you had kept your $500.

We make choices and decisions about what we
buy, what we will keep, what we will sacrifice for,
what is important in our lives, and what is not.
Sometimes we choose wisely, other times we do
not.



Some folks save and sacrifice for their children’s
education.

Some folks scrimp and save for a vacation.

A friend ate bagged lunches at work and made her
husband do the same for years, as they were saving
for their down payment for their first house.

Our passage of scripture this morning is about
sacrifices, and the cost of discipleship.

What are you willing to give up for your faith?
What price will you pay to be a disciple of Jesus?

| find the translation by Eugene Peterson from the
Message helpful in understanding this passage
clearly:

One day when large groups of people were walking
along with him, Jesus turned and told them,
“Anyone who comes to me but refuses to let go of
father, mother, spouse, children, brothers, sisters—
yes, even one’s own self!—can’t be my disciple.
Anyone who won’t shoulder his own cross and
follow behind me can’t be my disciple.

“Is there anyone here who, planning to build a new
house, doesn'’t first sit down and figure the cost so
you’ll know if you can complete it? If you only get

the foundation laid and then run out of money,
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you’re going to look pretty foolish. Everyone
passing by will poke fun at you: ‘He started
something he couldn’t finish.’

“Or can you imagine a king going into battle
against another king without first deciding whether
it is possible with his ten thousand troops to face
the twenty thousand troops of the other? And if he
decides he can’t, won’t he send an emissary and
work out a truce?

“Simply put, if you’re not willing to take what is
dearest to you, whether plans or people, and kiss it
good-bye, you can’t be my disciple.

There is a cost to discipleship.

And simply put, it will cost you everything.

Jesus lays it out — if you are his disciple then he is
first in your life.

Your relationship with Jesus comes above every
other relationship.

Your relationship with Jesus is first above family,
first above friends, first above your work, your own
comfort, above all.

Martin Luther urged us to put our old self to death.
He urged us to remember our baptism.



Baptism isn’t just a ritual moistening that we
perform on new babies to thank God for the gift of
new life.

Baptism is a ritual drowning.

In baptism, the old self, with all its struggles to
justify its own existence, is drowned, put to death.
Following Jesus means dying to self.

Bonhoeffer said that “When Christ calls a person,
Christ bids them come and die.”

The cost of discipleship is everything.

Not just everything you have, but everything you
are.

But following Jesus — discipleship, baptism—also
means being raised with Jesus.

It means understanding yourself to be a new
creation in Christ’s image, with all the potential to
be all that we can be.

It is as if, God scoops us out of the waters of
baptism and says, “Yes! This is exactly what | had
in mind when | created you”.

Turning away from and detaching ourselves from

people, possessions and work so that we can follow
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Jesus means that: suddenly we no longer work to
justify our own existence, we work simply because
there is work that needs doing.

We work in partnership with God to create, to
bless, to provide for ourselves and others, we work
because work is part of God’s good creation, not to
prove we have value and worth.

Suddenly our possessions no longer prove our
worth; they are simply gifts from God.

They are given to us to serve God and God’s
people: our homes so that we can provide
hospitality to strangers, our wealth so that we can
bless and care for ourselves and others.

And suddenly our families no longer justify our
existence, they surround us with love and care,
even when it is not perfect.

Our fathers are not there to be lived up to, but to
love us and accept us.

Our mothers love us not because we deserve it, but
simply because we exist.

Our sisters and brothers can be companions for the
journey, walking alongside us enjoying the scenery.



And children can be more than just something we
put our stamp on and raise to be just how we want
them, they can be signs that God is at work in the
world, constantly bringing new life, constantly
opening up the future.

Following Jesus means dying to self, to everything
we have, to everything we are.

But it also means being reborn, and receiving all of
life as a gift.

God says: Today | have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses.

Choose life so that you and your descendants may
live.

In God, the gift of life is ours- but it will cost us
everything we have, everything we are.

The great good news is that no matter what that is
— whether we are rich or poor, whether are lives
are together, or totally broken apart — it is enough.

Jesus wants us as we are, and he wants the first
place in our lives, for only when he is first will
everything else find its proper place.



In the early church, the folks that Luke was writing
to, it did literally cost disciples of Jesus their
families.

Brothers and sisters and parents would turn against
them because of their faith in Jesus.

In some families it still does.

There are parents who forbid their kids from being
baptized.

There are Muslims who lose their family, friends
and community when they convert to become
Christians.

There are Christians who lose their lives today
because they won’t convert to being Muslims.

There are sacrifices worth making, there are
sacrifices worth everything because they lead to
life.

This is the sacrifice | choose.

But remember also the whole of scripture, and
Jesus’ love for every person.
Every day | choose Jesus, | choose to follow Jesus

as well as | can, but though | am getting better, |
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know that really what is happening is every day
Jesus chooses me and you.

My following is a response to his hand reaching out
and helping me.

And | know that though | do not love him with my
whole heart, soul mind and strength yet, He loves
me wholly without end.

So each new day, each new minute, even when |
mess up, Jesus calls me again, Jesus calls you again
to follow, because in Him is life, abundant and
eternal.

In Him and His way is life.

Let us pray:

Lord, you have put gladness in our hearts; you have
satisfied our hunger with good things. In giving all,
you have not withheld from us Your very self, but
have come to show us the way of life.

In You is life. Every other road leads no where. You
call us again and again so that we might learn to
walk with joy in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.



