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“Disciples Together” 
By Rev. Frances Savill 
September 21, 2025 

Readings: 
Matthew 28:16-20 
 

This morning is my last Sunday preaching here at 

Calvin as the minister. 

Next Sunday I will be here and will be preaching 

sort of, I’m going to do something a little different 

as I say good-bye. 

 

So, this morning I hope to reflect on my call and 33 

years of ordained ministry and what it means to be 

a disciple of Jesus together with you. 

 

When I was beginning my studies at Knox College, 

to become a minister, my Dad gave me a story to 

read. 

The story was written by Ian MacLaren about a 

young minister in Scotland going to his first country 

charge after graduation from seminary. 

The young man was bit full of himself, and was 

anxious to prove how educated and skilled he was.  

His maiden aunt who lived with him, and prayed for 

him reminded that he was to say “a good word for 

Jesus”. 
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The young minister’s mother, on her death bed, 

had spoken those words to him when she 

encouraged him to accept if God should call him to 

ministry. 

 

“Say a good word for Jesus.” 

It’s a wonderful short story, told by a gifted story 

teller, that tells of the making of a minister, who 

gave up pretentiousness and arrogance and spoke 

the gospel with as much love and clarity as he 

could. 

I have not forgotten those words through 33 years 

and more. 

 

Jesus, the Nazarene, the best lover of every human 

heart, who heals and teaches and leads, loves and 

prays for us, say a good word for him, and about 

him, and about following him. 

This is the stuff of the gospel that I have tried to 

preach for week in and week out. 

 

As I have understood my call, it has always been to 

help people grow as disciples of Jesus. 

That’s a fairly simple statement to make, but living 

it and doing it has turned out to be a little more 

challenging. 
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If I’m going to help you grow as a disciple of Jesus, I 

have to be a growing disciple of Jesus. 

I can’t teach what I don’t know. 

 

And if you and I are going to follow Jesus, we have 

to first know Jesus, then we see who Jesus is, what 

Jesus does, and we start to imitate Jesus every day 

in every situation of our lives, in every decision 

both in our personal lives and in the church. 

 

Again, these are words easily spoken, but not so 

easily lived, especially when we are doing it 

together. 

 

Consider a decision like updating our elevator. 

What would Jesus do? 

There are finances to consider, and ministries to 

consider. 

Do I give to the project so that everyone has access 

to the whole building, so people with limited 

mobility can go downstairs for congregational 

lunches and celebrations, or funeral lunch or AA 

meetings. 

Every Tuesday and sometimes twice a week, this 

place is filled with music, singing and joy, as 

community living adults who almost all have 
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mobility issues, come here and meet in the 

basement. 

But maybe they could meet in the sanctuary, and 

we use the money for something other than the 

elevator.  

 

There are lots of things to consider together as the 

body of Christ. 

And here’s the next challenge, how we decide 

these things is at least as important as what we 

decide. 

Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

We don’t get to the abundant life Jesus promised 

either for ourselves, or for the church apart from 

the truth Jesus taught and lived, and the path of 

sacrifice, the Way that Jesus lived and taught. 

 

Disciples of Jesus are to be like Jesus. 

Jesus described himself as “gentle and humble of 

heart.”  

That’s not always how church members are 

described as they discuss spending money. 

 

Jesus teaches us to be patient and kind, thinking of 

others and their needs above our own. 
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We are not to be greedy, or lovers of money, we 

are to trust God, and give generously to those who 

ask, remembering how God has provided in the 

past. 

 

What a joy it has been over these 33 years to 

moderate session meetings, congregational 

meetings, take part in Presbytery meetings, 

General assembly meetings and committee 

meetings of every kind. 

So many fine Christian people at their best, learning 

to be the body of Christ, all humble, and gentle, all 

putting the needs of others first. 

Yes, there is a hint of sarcasm in that statement. 

 

We do not always do well. 

But God gives us another day, another opportunity, 

another decision, and invites us to be yoked to 

Jesus and learn his way of doing things. 

And with the help of the Holy Spirit, with the yoke 

of Jesus, and the Word that transforms us, we 

change. 

 

Many meetings, especially of session here at Calvin, 

have truly been a joy even as they have been 

difficult, because we have wrestled honestly 
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together to do our best, to do what Jesus would do, 

in the way that Jesus would do it.  

We have prayed together, wrestled together, 

upheld each other, and grown together as disciples, 

doing our best to serve this congregation. 

 

One of my greatest joys in ministry has been to see 

people grow and change as disciples of Jesus. 

 

To see the difference God has made in lives has 

been a great gift. 

I was in Thornbury as minister for 13 years. 

I was in Richmond BC for 9 years, and I have been 

at Calvin for 11 years. 

 

I have been with you through deaths and times of 

sickness and great trials, but also through 

celebrations, resurrections, new life, new hope, 

and in all things together seeing the faithfulness of 

God. 

 

Over the years, I have met many, many people. 

Some people I have crossed paths with for a 

season, others only for a moment, others it is for 

years and years, and in all cases it is for eternity.  

Each encounter has changed me. 
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I have prayed with you, walked with you through 

the valley of the shadow, and you have walked with 

me, together as we follow Jesus. 

I have had the privilege of seeing God’s work and 

God’s presence, in the lives of many. 

 

Everyone of us has verses from the Bible that are 

meaningful and special to us. 

As I think about these 33 years, the Apostle Paul’s 

words ring true: 

 
8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 

because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. Phil 3:8 

 

There is nothing of more value than knowing Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

And so I am praying and learning to live into Jesus’ 

invitation: 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 
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Daily that is my prayer, to be yoked to Jesus, to 

continue to learn his ways, that my soul might rest. 

My prayer for you is that you continue yoked to 

Jesus also. 

 

I want to close with the words from Paul to the 

church in Ephesus. It is my continuing prayer for 

you: 
 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 

remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 

to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his 

glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what 

is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 

who believe, according to the working of his great 

power. Ephesians 1:16-19 

 

Prayer:  God I am so grateful for this church, and 

for the ministry that you have called me to. I am 

thankful that we are disciples together, walking this 

road together, learning to follow Jesus together. 

God continue to bless your church, and your 

people. Amen. 


