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“We Can Trust Jesus” 
By Rev. Frances Savill 

July 20, 2025 
VBS Sunday 

Readings: 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 
And on Wednesday  we learned that When we feel 
powerless, we can … trust Jesus. 
 
We heard the story about Jesus coming to the 
disciples out on the storm in the wind and the waves. 
The disciples were in a boat- and then they saw 
Jesus. 
 
Jesus told them they didn’t need to be afraid. 
Our Bible verse was “Do not be afraid. Take courage, 
It is me.” 
 
It was Jesus. 
Peter being very brave said, “Lord command me to 
come out on the water to you.” 
 
Peter wanted to step out of the boat – and walk 
towards Jesus. 
Could Peter walk on water by himself?  (no) 
Jesus helps us do all kinds of things that we cannot 
do on our own. 
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Jesus gives us courage to try new things, to do what 
is right even when it’s difficult, and to do things that 
we couldn’t do on our own. 
 
Now note that Peter just didn’t jump overboard on 
his own, he waited for Jesus to say to him, “Come”. 
 
Lots of people try daredevil stunts that have nothing 
to do with faith, and have nothing to do with Jesus. 
It is only when Jesus says to Peter to come out on the 
water, that it’s actually safe for Peter to do that. 
 
And there Peter was walking on the water towards 
Jesus. 
Can you imagine that experience? 
How incredible it would be to for a few minutes even, 
to walk on the water, and know that incredible 
experience of trusting Jesus, and seeing Jesus’ power 
at work in us, as we walk on water. 
 
The other disciples still sitting in the boat never knew 
that joy, that incredible experience. 
I imagine that Peter never forgot that moment of 
walking towards Jesus on the water. 
 
Peter dared to do a great thing – and with Jesus’ help 
he was able to do it. 
 
But we know what happened next, Peter took his 
eyes off Jesus. 
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He noticed the other disciples still in the boat, he 
noticed the storm, the wind, and the waves. 
And Peter began to sink. 
 
That happens to us. 
We take our eyes off of Jesus, we get busy, we get 
distracted, we start worrying, we start wondering 
what’s going to happed, and we get anxious and 
afraid and then find ourselves in trouble. 
We start noticing the storms around us, and take our 
eyes off of Jesus. 
 
One of the things I know about following Jesus and 
being his disciple is that it takes courage. 
And if we “step out of the boat” and try to do great 
things for Jesus, there will be difficulties and storms. 
 
And as happened with Peter, sometimes we will fail, 
or things won’t go as planned. 
 
But Peter didn’t drown. 
Peter’s sinking wasn’t the last word. 
Peter cried out to Jesus. 
Jesus grabbed him and raised him up again, and got 
him safely into the boat. 
 
Which gives me courage…courage to take on big 
challenges, even though I may fail, trusting that Jesus 
will reach out and grab hold of me, too. 
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So the question isn’t whether we’re caught in a storm 
or whether we have enough faith to walk on water, 
the question is whether we can dare great things 
trusting that Jesus will reach out and grab hold of us, 
even when we falter, even when we are afraid, and 
feel like we are sinking. 
 
We had an amazing week at True North. 
Day after day we remembered that we can trust 
Jesus every day, with every feeling, and every 
situation of our lives. 
 
My prayer for all of us is that Jesus will continue to 
give us courage to do the right thing, to go through 
difficult situations, to dare to do great things for 
Jesus, knowing that he is always with us, and that he 
will hear when we cry out to him, and that he loves 
us more than we can know and if we falter, or fail, he 
will grab hold of us and help us. 
 
Prayer 
O God thank you for an amazing True North Bible 
week!  Thank you for all the families involved, for all 
the kids who came, all the teachers and leaders and 
for all that you taught all of us. 
Give us courage each day to live as your disciples. 
Help us to remember that we can trust you every 
day. 
Amen. 
 
 


