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“God Touches History” 
By Rev. Lucas Bruder de Oliveira 

December 7, 2025 
Readings: 

Luke 1:26-33 

John 1:1-5, 14 

INTRODUCTION 

• We have heard the Christmas story many times. 

o It has become common to us: the words, 

expressions, symbols. 

o But if we stop and analyze this story calmly, 

many things are at least peculiar. 

• The birth of Jesus is very different from what any of us 

would have planned for the son of God: 

o God sends an angel to Nazareth: 

▪ a small province, never mentioned in the 

Old Testament and a joke in the New 

Testament; 

o The angel appears to a woman - a young woman 

- and tells her that she will become pregnant 

with the son of God. 

o The baby will be a king, said the angel,  

▪ the son of Joseph and Mary, simple 

people from Nazareth. 

o The King (Jesus) is born in a stable and is placed 

in a through: 

▪ a through is a container where food was 

placed for animals. 
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▪ We have a specific word to talk about the 

trough where Jesus was born: a manger. 

But it is a trough. 

o Some of the first visitors who had the 

opportunity to see Jesus (the King) were 

shepherds - simple country people. 

• It's all very strange by our standards. 

• But it is in this strange simplicity that something 

extraordinary happens: 

o Divine intervention. 

▪ God intervenes in the history of his 

creation. 

▪ He "touches" our history and our stories. 

▪ And it is God's touch that transforms 

something simple into something 

extraordinary. 

 

1. GOD INTERVENES BY CHOOSING MARY 

• Mary was chosen and called by God. 

o This is something to be considered peculiar, 

because let us remember that women were 

despised at that time. 

o No one should call a woman and call her to 

prophesy. 

o God calls Mary and touches the history of 

women. 

▪ She prophesies.  

▪ If you are unfamiliar with the prophecy 

made by Mary, it is in Luke 1:46-55. 

• It is called "The Song of Mary" 
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o God intervenes in the history of patriarchal 

culture. 

• What is the reason for all this? Why did God work so 

hard? 

• The world at that time was as chaotic as it is today. 

o Last week we talked about how wars and the 

political situation have been trying to steal our 

hope. 

o Here in our city we see poverty growing. 

• We look at all this and feel small, helpless, scared. 

o We also feel powerless, because many of the 

problems are too big for our limitations. 

o And so we think that these are problems of our 

time, of our history. 

o Some even say that these are signs of the end of 

times. 

• But all this has always happened - at least since 

humanity began recording its own history. 

• When Jesus was born the Roman Empire dominated the 

region in which he was born: 

o It was the period of the famous Pax Romana. 

▪ Pax Romana is peace by imposition. 

▪ It is a peace imposed in the following 

way: do exactly as the government 

orders. 

▪ This type of peace led to many revolts. 

▪ And the consequence was many deaths: 

assassinated politicians, rebellions of 

provinces and slaves. 
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▪ At the same time, it was a means for the 

political situation in Rome to be 

stabilized. 

• But this was not the peace God intended. 

• The peace of the world is not the peace of God. 

o The peace that God gives, the world cannot give. 

o Hatred, sin, death, one nation against another, 

wars among one's own people: 

▪ None of these were God's will. 

▪ None of these came from God’ peace. 

• Therefore, he intervenes in history. 

o He sends an angel to talk to a young girl. 

o Mary is part of God's plan to intervene in history. 

o And he does, he acts, he makes it happen. 

• All the simplicity of Jesus' birth is part of God's plan to 

intervene in the history of existence. 

o Because he would not touch history as a 

powerful God who casts lightning upon the earth 

while remaining seated on his mighty throne. 

o He would not touch the history of existence as 

the political king, who fills himself with power 

and pride by suffocating his subordinates until a 

revolt is established. 

o He touches the history of existence as 

Emmanuel, God with us. 

▪ He touches history as The Prince of 

Peace. 
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2. GOD INTERVENES BY SENDING JESUS 

• The people of Israel were oppressed at the time of 

Jesus' birth 

o they were persecuted because of their faith in 

God and also for political interests; 

• What were they expecting then? 

o They were expecting a king, a descendant of 

David. 

• David was an important king: 

o he managed to calm the people's spirits during 

his reign. 

o he unified a divided kingdom. 

▪ he promoted peace in a way. 

• So the people expected a king who would be like him. 

• They expected a king: 

o who would lead a revolt against the Roman 

Empire; 

o who would make the Israelites prosper; 

o who would destroy all their enemies so that they 

could live in peace. 

• They were waiting for this king because of the preaching 

of the prophets. 

• Isaiah prophesied (Isaiah 9:6-7): 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 

David and his kingdom. 
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• And so many other prophecies said that God would send 

someone to change the history of the people. 

• But God's peace is not the same as the world's peace. 

• God's salvation is not the salvation that a human king 

could provide. 

• God's king is not the king that the world wants. 

o God is beyond. 

• The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

o There are two important words in the text we 

read in John: 

▪ Logos (Word) and Sarx (Flesh). 

• Logos is a reality so grand and so 

perfect that it becomes 

inaccessible; 

o it is something divine. 

• Sarx is our flesh, our reality full of 

perceptions, potentialities and 

limitations. 

▪ God Logos becomes God Sarx. 

• That is what the text of John says, 

in its original Greek version. 

• He does not touch history from a 

distance, sitting on a throne of 

power, watching us as an 

entertainment TV show; 

o God touches history by 

intervening, becoming 

flesh. 
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▪ God does not come to us in an 

untouchable celestial body, but comes in 

the flesh so that: 

• the woman with the issue of 

blood can touch him and be 

healed; 

• he comes in the flesh to eat with 

sinners, the despised and the 

outcast. 

▪ God does not come to us in an immortal 

body, different from our own: 

• But he intervenes in our death, 

assuming our mortality and 

destroying the power of death. 

• God brings the peace of the 

resurrection. 

▪ God touches history. 

• This is God's greatest intervention in history: 

o greatest in the sense of being definitive. 

o Jesus, and everything he did, has temporal and 

timeless consequences: 

▪ they began in the past, but they last until 

today. 

▪ and when history passes, they will still be 

effective. 

• God intervenes in history and sends Jesus: 

o not to be a king who frees the people from war; 

o but to be the Savior, who transforms both mortal 

life and guarantees resurrection. 

• Divine intervention is what saves us. 
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o And that is the true peace. 

 

CONCLUSION 

• What king were you or are you waiting for? 
o If you were waiting for a king who calls you to 

prophesy, just as we mentioned with the story of 
Mary, this king is God with us. 

o If you were waiting for a king who chooses 
simple things and people to change history, this 
king is God with us. 

• Let God intervene in your story. 

• When he touches your story, things change. 
o There is a good chance that things will not be as 

you expected. 

• But what matters is that in this period of Advent, 
o in which we are preparing to celebrate the 

coming of Jesus (remembering the first coming 
and waiting for the second); 

o In this period, we have proof that God 
intervened in the history of creation. 

o Not only humanity, but all of creation gained a 
new breath of life: 

▪ with the promises of Jesus; 
▪ with his redemptive work; 
▪ with his presence among us; 

• a) Believe that God acts 

• b) and surrender yourself completely into his hands so 
that he can intervene in your life. 

• c) Let God touch your story. 
o and you will enjoy real peace. 


