“God has a plan for you - Part 1”
By Al Reid
August 3, 2025
Readings:
Psalm 107:1-9,43

| am the least among you. That is how | felt when
Frances asked if | would share a message or two
with the congregation over the next few months as
we begin a search for her replacement. At first it
felt like an honour to be asked and then the reality
of writing and delivering a message set in. | let a
few days go by as | struggled with my decision. It
reminded me of Cathy (acknowledge her) taking on
the role of a Worship Leader. She stepped up in
Faith not knowing how she would do as a “Worship
Leader”. With God’s Help she has done an amazing
job! Was Frances’ request also God challenging
me? Did | really trust in God? Was this a Test?
Reluctantly | said “Yes”. In Faith | said “Yes”. So
trusting God for His Help here goes.
Do you see God at work in your lives? When
unexpected opportunities arise or when you face
difficult situations do you see the hand of God
guiding you? Are you just lucky when God blesses
you with good fortune? God does unexpected
things in our lives and changes the course of our
lives. God's plan is very often not our plan!
Do you take time to give thanks to God for all the
blessings small and large in your life? | am deeply
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grateful for all that God has done for me. | want to
take this opportunity to share just one very
important blessing in my life. On August 23rd,
three weeks from now, Jean and | will celebrate 50
years of marriage. | want to share how God
brought us together.

God brought Jean into my life unexpectedly, and
through our relationship | have grown and learned,
and seen God's love revealed. | thank God for God's
plan that was and is much better than my own.
God's plan for you might look very different. It
might or might not include marriage. But God's
plan is always for our growth, for our good, and will
reveal God's goodness and love for you. God brings
people into our lives who change us, stretch us, and
if we are willing, will make us more Christ-like.

So, whether you are married or not | want you to
reflect on people in your life who have made a
difference. Those who have changed you. Those
unexpected turns that have taken you in a different
direction. God uses the people around us to teach
us and lead us towards His Plans for us.

Jean and | have been married for 50 years on
August 23, 2025. We were married right here at
Calvin by Zander Dunn. | have been extremely
fortunate to have met and married such a
wonderful woman. | have often wondered why she
married me. | have been careful to never ask that
guestion in case she realizes her mistake!! It
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wasn’t likely that we would get to know each other.
We went to different high schools and we lived in
different parts of town. Somehow, | also
developed a friendship with Bill Kennedy. Bill and |
had an interest in photography. Bill and Jean knew
each other from working on their high school
yearbook. Bill really liked Jean and | think he was a
little miffed when Jean and | became close friends.
Bill invited Jean and | to a party at his house. Little
did he know that he was introducing me to my
future wife. All of us were in the last few months
of high school and all three of us were planning to
go to post-secondary education in different cities.
Jean in Ottawa, me in Waterloo and Bill in Toronto.
Somehow, | managed to hitch hike to Ottawa
occasionally and Jean took a bus to Waterloo at
least once. My co-op work terms were in Ottawa
so that helped with the relationship. However, in
the summers Jean was in North Bay so that wasn’t
very convenient. To make a long story short we
were married in 1975 when we had both graduated
from University. The point of my story is ours was
an unlikely relationship. | still don’t know what
Jean saw in me. She has said that | am like her Dad
in some respects? Like many other things in my life
it was NOT my plan, | believe it was God’s plan to
put us together. | thank God for Jean and for fifty
years of marriage.



So what is the secret to a successful marriage? Lots
of the "rules" for a good marriage are applicable for
a good, close, lasting friendship. We learn from
each other, we consider the other and look for
their good instead of just our own (loving like
Jesus). Marriage and any other close lasting
relationship gives us a glimpse of God's love.

SLIDE1 & 2

HUSBAND <--> WIFE RELATIONSHIP

Ephesians 5:33 (NIV)

However, each one of you also must love his wife
as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her
husband.

Ephesians 5:25 (NIV)

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her

Ephesians 5:28 (NIV)

In this same way, husband’s ought to love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself.

Proverbs 18:22 (NIV)

He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives
favor from the Lord.

Ephesians 5:22 (NIV)

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as
you do to the Lord.

END SLIDES



The key words are Oneness, Love, Respect,
Submission to each other and Goodness. So then
what is the secret to a happy marriage? “Happy
wife, happy life?” That is not biblical, but | must
admit that it is true! Ours was an old-fashioned
relationship. Jean was the stay-at-home Mom with
three boys. | worked and provided the income for
our family. It is much more difficult today. With
both partners working full-time the division of
responsibilities isn’t so simple. However, the
scripture verses paint a clear picture: “one flesh”.
That means we must try to work as if we are one
person. We share income — what is mine is yours
and yours is mine. We share decisions — we must
come to an agreement on major decisions. We
must learn from each other. | have learned a great
deal about living as a family from Jean. She has
shown me what it means to love others. She is
truly my better half. Marriage gives us a glimpse of
God’s love for us. | am very thankful for 50 years of
marriage. Thanks be to God!

Homework Assignment: At coffee this morning |
encourage each of you to share one time in your
life when God has intervened to change the course
of your life.



Prayer (Together)

SLIDE 3

Lord we thank you for Your Plans for our lives.
Thank you for those people who have changed the
direction of our lives. Thank you for those people
who have shown us love and shown us how to love
others. Help us to be a friend to those that need
our love and support. We pray for your continued
blessing on our lives, our relationships, and our
homes. We ask for your guidance and strength as
we continue to journey through life. Amen.



