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INTRODUCTION

® Today's message was inspired by a trip | took to
Ontario last Fall.

e My fiancée (at that time, now my wife) and | were ice
skating, but | don't have much experience in it.

® The first time | ice skated was in 2018 - and the
second time was last fall.

e However, whether because | still have some skills
from my time working in the circus or by pure luck, |
didn't fall once.

e | have a sneaking suspicion that she was a bit
disappointed that | didn't fall.

® Angie said: | think you have to fall to lose your fear.
e And |, dramatic as always, said: | don't want to fall!
I'm old and my bones will break!

e All of this made me reflect on this text we read today.
e We don't want to break precious things!

® The worship described in the text came from a
woman who decided to break something that was
valuable to her.

® To worship God sometimes we need to break things
that are important to us.



® (not our bones!)

e The word “worship” has lost the scope of its
meaning.

® “Worship” has been reduced to moments like these,
in which we gather to worship God.

e But “worship” is our entire life offered in adoration.
e Worship must be unreserved, that is, we must give
our all before God.

e If we use a more direct language, we can say that our
worship must be bold, breaking barriers and
transforming reality.

® At least, this is the example we have in the text we
read - an example approved by Jesus.

1- A BOLD WORSHIP
® There are information in this text that help us better
understand the depth of the boldness of worship
presented in this text:
e Woman - to begin with, we need to remember that
we are talking about a woman.
o We should not forget that being a woman in
those times meant being an inferior being.
O Paul said that women should remain silent
during worship.
m What would happen if Paul witnessed this
woman's worship act?
® Sinner - but we are not talking about any woman. The

text emphasizes that she was a sinner. 0 We don't
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know what she did, but it was probably something
public, since other people knew about her sin.
e Jar with Ointment - this woman, a sinner, carries a
jar, which looks more like a mix between a vase and a
jar. o I'm going to use the word vase to refer to this
object, but you can translate it as jar if it makes more
sense to you.
® Alabaster - the vase was made of alabaster,
considered one of the best minerals at the time for
preserving ointment.
e Ointment - this was a very expensive oil that should
not be wasted.
® Sealed vessel - this type of vase was sealed, meaning
it had no opening. To open the vase, it was necessary
to break it.
e Imagine how frightening it was! Everyone was talking
and suddenly the sound of marble breaking was heard.
o Attention was drawn to the sinful woman. e
When the eyes found the source of the noise, what was
seen was:
O A woman, anointing Jesus' feet with a very
expensive scented oil, soaking Jesus' feet with
her tears and using her own hair to dry them.
m Showing women's hair was unacceptable, as it
represented a woman's virtue.
O She uses her hair to dry Jesus' feet while
kissing Jesus' feet.



m Kissing in public was only allowed to greet
someone - and only men kissed each other.

2 - EXTRAVAGANT WORSHIP

e Do you think the worship offered to Jesus by this
woman was bold? Extravagant?

® This act of worship went beyond the limits imposed.
® The mere (miar) touch of a sinful woman would
made the whole man be considered as a sinner. 0 But
that law didn't stop her. 0 And that law didn't make
Jesus stop her.

e Sometimes it is so difficult for us to allow ourselves to
worship God without reservations.

e We impose so many limits, barriers to control how
our worship of God should be. 0 We rely on theology to
say what is and what is not worship. o We rely on
tradition to define what is and what is not allowed in
worship.

e But the worship we see in this text is not the result of
a deep theology or a foundational tradition.

e Sometimes we want to cry in the presence of God,
but we don’t for fear of what people will think of us; o
Sometimes we want to rejoice, cry out, celebrate,
confess, but we forbid ourselves because we worry
about what others think, when our first thought should
be to worship God. o Sometimes we are even afraid to
pray because “my way of praying may not be in the
permitted format”.



® This text invites us to break the vases we carry.
o Even if they are precious vessels of high value,
we need to break them and give our all to God,
without reservations.

3 - BREAK THE VASE
e We carry alabaster vases in our hands. We carefully
carry those things that are most precious to us.
o It could be that your jar is money. And then
you carry it so carefully so that this jar doesn't
fall, break and spill its contents.
O It could be the jar of shyness. We would love
to live our faith freely, and we are in a country
where this is allowed. But we prune ourselves
for various reasons.
o | carried the jar of “controlling over my
future”. | took such great care of this jar! It cost
me time, dedication, money, studies, work, joys
and pains. And suddenly | find myself breaking
this jar to anoint Jesus' feet with the oil that is
inside.
® These are some examples, but | don't know which
alabaster vase you are carrying so carefully, for fear of
breaking it.
e But often, in order to offer bold, extravagant
worship, we need to break our alabaster vases. o It's
expensive; it'll draw attention; it'll be noisy. o But that's



okay - as long as we're offering what's most precious to
us.
e How do we find motivation to break our vases?
O The example of the woman and the metaphor
that Jesus uses at the end point us to this.
o Bold and extravagant worship springs from
forgiveness.
o When we accept that we are sinners, in need
of God's grace at all times, worship springs forth
in an intense way.
m Read Isaiah's call later in Isaiah chapter 6 and
you will see again forgiveness leading to active
worship.
® The vases we carry cannot be more precious than
God's forgiveness.
O That sinful woman realized something that the
religious Pharisee did not: the alabaster vase
was expensive, with an expensive oil inside it,
but not more expensive than God's forgiveness
poured out through Jesus.

CONCLUSION

e To conclude, | want to invite you to reflect that

breaking the vase is giving our whole self to God.
0 Our wholeness is the fruit of God's
forgiveness.



o There is no reason to keep our vases intact,
because no matter how expensive they are,
what is in them cannot supply us as Jesus does.
® Breaking our vases is a bold, extravagant act of
worship that may be seen as wrong by others.
e But when we break our vases and place the contents
at Jesus' feet, he receives this act as an act of deep
worship.
O The words that come out of Jesus’ mouth in
the face of bold worship that springs from the
forgiveness he gives are: “your faith has saved
you.”
® Each of us keeps some things that are important to

us.
O They are sealed vessels that no one can open,
only us.
o0 And the only way to open them is to break
them.

e The invitation today is for us to come before God, like
the woman in the text we read, and pour ourselves out.
e The invitation is for us to prostrate ourselves before
Jesus' feet and shed our tears
o tears of repentance mixed with tears of relief.
o tears of gratitude and joy.
O maybe tears of despair.
e But for this to happen, the vase must be broken.



