“A God Who Rescues”
By Cathy Love
August 10, 2025
Readings:
Psalm 133
Hebrews 11:1-40
Luke 10:29-37

Have you ever felt like you were drowning in pain,
wandering in darkness, or crushed under the weight of life’s
burdens? In those moments, it’s easy to believe we are
alone. We wander aimlessly stuck in our own minds. We
are sometimes so caught up in the situation that we don’t
see beyond it and sometimes find it hard to find anything
good or to find God. We feel He has abandoned us but
today, | want to remind you that God sees you, knows you,
and will stop at nothing to rescue you if you allow Him in.

Now, for those who have heard me speak, you will know
one of my passions is Christian music — hymns or
contemporary — and the meaning behind the song or the
history. Today is no different. The theme of this message
comes from Lauren Daigle’s song Rescue.

First a bit of history about the song. When Lauren wrote the
song, she was thinking of a loved one who was struggling
with life. She says it is one of the most personal songs she
has ever recorded.

In a ‘Story Behind the Song’ video, Lauren describes a vision
she had which inspired the chorus, and shares the depth of
emotion she felt in the recording studio.



“I remember getting this vision about a girl who was caught
in a really desperate situation,” she said. “She was running
to all of these vices in order to find just an element of
hope... and in came, walking down the hall, Jesus.

“And instead of judging her for maybe some of the actions
that she had chosen that were really painful and difficult, he
sat with her in the midst of it all. And he didn’t try to fix her,
he just was with her.”

That vision inspired Lauren to write part of the song’s
chorus, which she took to her team, and within an hour and
fifteen minutes, the song was complete. Its lyrics send a
powerful message of hope:

I will send out an army to find You / In the middle of the
darkest night / It’s true, | will rescue you /

I will never stop marching to reach you / In the middle of the
hardest fight / It’s true, | will rescue you

When it came time to record the demo-vocal, Lauren was
asked to sing it as though she were singing to her loved one.

“I remember the feeling that came over me, the second |
realised that — ‘If | was ever able to sing it directly to that
person, how would | want it to sound?’” she said.

“For everyone who feels hopeless, for everyone who feels
desperate, for everyone who feels like they are at the end
of their rope in life, what could I, how could |, sing? How
could | articulate, how can | emote something that would
feel like a warm blanket, and a comfort and an embrace to
them?



“It’s the same vocal that | recorded in that moment that we
wrote the song, [it] is the vocal that we ended up using on
the record.”

The scenery behind Lauren in the video is the Knik Glacier in
Alaska. Lauren says she wanted to visually portray a sense
of hope that is strong and “firm as a mountain”.

So let’s watch this video that sings of God’s great ability and
desire to rescue us.

Rescue video, by Lauren Daigle

Did you hear the messages?
'I will send out an army to find you in the middle of the
darkest night..."

Remember the stories of the lost sheep and the woman
who loses a silver coin in Luke 15 verses 4 to 10? If one
sheep out of 100 is lost, the owner leaves the 99 in the open
country and goes to find the one lost sheep. When he finds
it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. He
calls his friends and neighbours together to rejoice over the
found sheep. A woman who loses one coin, although she
has 9 more, lights a lamp, sweeps the house and searches
carefully until she finds it. She also calls her friends and
neighbours to rejoice with her because she has found the
coin. Imagine God’s love being so intense that even if you
are the only one that is lost, He will continue to come
looking for you.

In these parables the message is about the rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents, the one lost but is
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then found. In both situations, there is a rescue, of a lamb
and of a coin by one person and the message is that the lost
can and will be found. God’s love is not passive, it is
pursuing. You may give up on God, but He does not give up
on you.

This is the truth of God's heart toward His people. God
doesn't count the cost. In fact, His son paid the ultimate
cost on the cross to bring you home.

This message is reflected in the phrase in the song Rescue
that says 'l will never stop marching to reach you..."

That’s the relentless love of Christ. It never quits.

There are so many passages in the Bible that remind us of
God'’s love and compassion and | challenge you to find the
one that speaks to you. Our reading from Hebrews this
morning shows a number of instances of God showing up in
the lives of His children and their faith that He would come
through for them.

Isaiah 43:1 reminds us that we are not an unknown entity
nor are we only one of the millions of people on earth to
God. He doesn’t just rescue a person, he rescues His child,
by name. Isaiah 43:1 reads "I have summoned you by name;
you are mine." Lauren sings, 'You are not hidden. There's
never been a moment you were forgotten.' This reflects the
deeply personal nature of God’s love.

While we feel we can hide from God or that He has
obviously forgotten us in our time of need, this is not true.
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He knows our fears, wounds, and shame. He guides us and
provides us with relief but, it is not always what we want for
ourselves. What we want as a solution is not necessarily
what we need. Psalm 139:1 says, 'You have searched me,
Lord, and you know me."

And we are reminded in Isaiah 43:2 ‘When you pass through
the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they
will not overwhelm you. When you walk through fire, you
will not be scorched , nor will the flame burn you.” Although
we see ourselves as needing to be rescued by God, we must
remember that although it may not feel it, God is always
with us.

The promise isn’t that we won’t face trouble—it’s that we
won’t face it alone.

- Psalm 34:18 says, 'The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.'
In 'Rescue’, we hear this assurance:

'There is no distance that cannot be covered over and
over..."

God doesn’t wait for you to come to Him—He comes to you.

Psalm 18:16-19 (NIV):

"He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he
drew me out of deep waters. 17 He rescued me from my
powerful enemy, from my foes, who were too strong for
me. 18 They confronted me in the day of my disaster but
the Lord was my support. 19 He brought me out into a
spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me."
God doesn’t just pull us out of trouble; He restores us.
Rescue is not only about survival—it's about being brought
into freedom and purpose. You may recall the message |
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gave about the video 'You will be found'. Remember, we are
not rescued to be safe, but to be healed.

To wrap things up let me share some stories of rescues.

There is a story about a man who was lost in the woods. A
search party tried calling him on his cell phone repeatedly
with no luck. Later he said his phone rang but he didn’t
answer because he didn’t recognize the number. That
makes us laugh and think, what was he thinking? He didn’t
answer a call when he was lost? Isn’t that true of us with
God? That we either don’t know Him well enough to
recognize He is calling or we chose to ignore it because we
don’t know what is on the other end?

Another story reminds us that God also helps those who
help themselves.

In a story from Psychology today. — website 2009

A storm descends on a small town and the downpour soon
turns into a flood. As the waters rise, the local preacher
knells in prayer on the church porch surrounded by water.
By and by, one of the townsfolk comes up the street in a
canoe.

“Better get in, Preacher. The waters are rising fast.”

No,” says the preacher. “I have faith in the Lord. He will save
me.”

Still the waters rose. Now the preacher is up on the balcony,
wringing his hands in supplication, when another guy zips

up in a motorboat.



“Come on, Preacher. We need to get you out of here. The
levee’s gonna break any minute.”

Once again, the preacher is unmoved. “I shall remain. The
Lord will see me through.”

After a while the levee breaks, and the flood rushes over the
church until only the steeple remains above water. The
preacher is up there, clinging to the cross, when a helicopter
descends through the clouds, and a state trooper calls down
to him through a megaphone.

“Grab the ladder, Preacher. This is your last chance.”
Once again, the preacher insists the Lord will deliver him.
And predictably he drowns.

A pious man, the preacher goes to heaven. After a while, he
gets an interview with God, and he asks the Almighty, “Lord,
| had unwavering faith in you. Why didn’t you deliver me
from that flood?”

Good shakes his head. “What did you want from me? | sent
you two boats and a helicopter.”

Sometimes we let our interpretation of what help from God
will look like interfere in God’s actual help.

A woman went missing in Iceland during a sightseeing trip.
She broke off from her group and changed clothes. When
she returned to the bus in a different outfit, her tour group
did not recognize her and she did not recognize her own self
from the description they gave of her. She joined the search
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party. The coast guard had been preparing a helicopter to
join the search. They eventually realized that the woman
they were looking for was with them all along and the
search was called off. The woman did not recognize herself
and had no idea she was missing. If we look at that through
Christian eyes, we realize that sometimes we get so far
removed from God that we don’t recognize ourselves and
we don’t know that we have removed ourselves so far from
God. Others may try to rescue us and maybe they are sent
from God to bring us back such as the earlier parables of the
sheep and the coin. How do we respond to God’s efforts to
return us to Him?

But the greatest rescue ever that no one can ever top, is
Jesus dying to rescue us for our sins.

Thanks Be to God.

So in conclusion, the message of 'Rescue' is not just a song
lyric—it’s God’s Word lived out.

You are:

- Seen — God knows your name.

- Valued — He walks with you in every situation.

- Pursued — He never stops seeking you.

- Rescued — Because He delights in you.

Today, no matter what pit you feel stuck in—addiction, fear,
grief, shame—remember:

'I hear you whisper underneath your breath, | hear your
SOS.

God hears you. He is coming for you. Are you ready?
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