“Available and Thankful”
by Rev. Frances Savill
Sunday June 11, 2023

Romans 4:13-25

Miroslav Volf, the author of the book Free of Charge, talks about two common
idols. The first is god as Negotiator. The second is god as Santa Claus.

These idols resemble the God of the Bible, but are idols - not God the Father
of Jesus.

The Negotiator god gives and blesses when we do what the Negotiator god
wants. We keep the commandments, do good works, and then the Negotiator
god will bless us and save us.

This wrong thinking about God is part of what Paul is addressing in the
Chapter 4 of Romans. Paul is very clear that all that is done for Abraham and
for all of us is a pure gift from God, nothing we earned or in some way
merited by any of us.

The other common idol is god as Santa Claus. This gift giving-god gives
without asking anything in return, only smiling blissful affirmations of us.

But that is a false understanding of God also.Abraham was blessed and
continued to be blessed so that he would be a blessing to many nations.

Being God'’s people, following Jesus, being Jesus’ disciple obliges us to live
and respond to God in faith, in gratitude and as co-workers in the gospel.

God, the Father of Jesus our Lord, doesn't give to us just so we can be self-
indulged, self-centered, takers.

But we become people who the infinite God can dwell in and work through for
the well-being of the whole creation.



God, the God of the Bible, the God who Jesus called Father, is neither the
great Negotiator-god nor the Santa Claus- god.

In Romans 4 in the verses just prior to what we read; Paul says:

4 1-3 So how do we fit what we know of Abraham, our first father in the faith,
into this new way of looking at things? If Abraham, by what he did for God,
got God to approve him, he could certainly have taken credit for it. But the
story we're given is a God-story, not an Abraham-story. What we read in
Scripture s, "Abraham entered into what God was doing for him,

and that was the turning point. He trusted God to set him right instead of
trying to be right on his own.”

45 Jf you're a hard worker and do a good job, you deserve your pay; we dont
call your wages a gift. But if you see that the job is too big for you, that it’s
something only God can do, and you trust him to do it—you could never do it
for yourself no matter how hard and long you worked—well, that trusting-
him-to-do-it is what gets you set right with God, by God. Sheer gift.

That is our story too. We could never be put right with God in our strength, or
our own righteousness, it was a sheer gift from God.

"But it'’s not just Abraham, it’s also us! The same thing gets said about us
when we embrace and believe the One who brought Jesus to life when the
conditions were equally hopeless. The sacrificed Jesus made us fit for God, set
us right with God.” (Romans 4.:25)

Abraham was set right with God; we are set right with God, for a purpose.

The author of Free of Charge, I think does a really good job of helping us to
think about what our new standing in Jesus means for our lives.

The first is faith. Faith is our open handed receiving of God’s gifts.

The second is gratitude. When we with open hands and open hearts receive
God'’s blessings daily; life, health, each breath, our new standing in Jesus,
salvation, when we receive these gifts rightly we are filled with gratitude.

The third is what Volf describes as “Availability.”
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God gives and blesses us so that we can bless others. God gives to us so we
might give to others. God’s plans for God'’s gifts are that the whole creation
might flourish, and we get to be part of it.

Speaking again about Abraham, Paul, in the passage from Romans says:

Abraham dared to trust God to do what only God could do: raise the dead to
life, with a word make something out of nothing. When everything was
hopeless, Abraham believed anyway, deciding to live not on the basis of what
he saw he couldn’t do but on what God said he would do. And so he was
made father of a multitude of peoples.

Abraham’s faith caused him to throw himself wholeheartedly into God and
God’s promises, and live responsive and available to God, and it led him on an
adventure of a lifetime.

And for just a moment I want you to consider where God’s mission will take
you this week. “Every word, every gesture, even the simple act of paying
attention can be a gift and therefore an echo of God’s life in us.” (Free of
Charge p.53)

When we live responsive to God, allowing God'’s love to flow through us to
others, the barrier between the sacred and mundane are broken, and the
mundane is flooded with the sacred.

Every word, every gesture, even the simple act of paying attention can be a
gift and therefore an echo of God’s life in us.

Consider the rest of today, and the things for tomorrow. What work will you
be doing? Every day there will be people you can encourage, or be kind to,
there will be people you can serve, and bless.

Whether it is paid work at a place of employment, or you are working from
home, whether it is a list of chores, or just the day-to-day things of life, God
will be present, and God will invite you to do your work in a way that builds
God'’s kingdom, and helps you grow in your discipleship.
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Are there challenging situations coming? Are there concerns or worries?
These are opportunities to trust God to be with you, to trust that God is going
to do what you cannot do, to trust that our Good and Great God is working
out His plan in our midst.

God will invite you to praise, and walk with God, and know the holy presence
of God, even in the midst of the trials and pains.

I expect that God will lead you to some surprising moments, and your mission
from God will take some interesting turns.

Abraham was not a young man when God called him on a new adventure.
If there is breath in your lungs, then God has a purpose for all your moments
today.

When we live responsive to God, allowing God’s love to flow through us to
every person we encounter, our lives are filled with the holy.

When we live responsive to God, allowing God'’s love to flow through us in all
our moments, when we are quietly going about the routine of our days,
knowing that God is with us, our lives are filled with the holy.

Paul says that Abraham: ‘p/lunged into the promise and came up strong,
ready for God, sure that God would make good on what he had said.”

This morning, this day, this week, I invite you to do that; dare to trust God,
and plunge into our faithful God, trusting God, putting yourself into God'’s
hands today, available, and thankful.

Thanks be to God.



