
The Difficult Choice 

Peer pressure is typically a term used to refer to an experience that adolescents go through in middle and high school. In light of my sermon 

on August 23 on the reality of the Moral Law—something that is determined by God and not by any human group or tribe—I’d like to suggest 

that we change our perception of peer pressure and break it free from something only adolescents go through and which then mysteriously 

stops in young adulthood. 

Merriam-Webster defines peer pressure as a feeling that one must do the same things as other people of one's age and social group in or-

der to be liked or respected by them. Researchers at Western Kentucky University have a similar definition. For them, peer pressure is 

when we are influenced to do something we normally wouldn't do because we want to fit in with other people or be accepted by our peers. 

They go on to define a peer as is someone you look up to like a friend, someone in the community or even someone on TV (and to which I 

add that the person or figure may not in fact be a friend in the literal sense of the word). The fact that a university is addressing the issue of 

peer pressure, plus the general definition in and of itself, breaks peer pressure out of the adolescent scene and at the very least brings it into 

the college scene. I think it extends much farther in life. 

On Sunday I mentioned a quote from C.S. Lewis in the third chapter in Mere Christianity on the reality of the Moral Law in which he de-

scribes us as being haunted by the Moral Law. The accompanying text box contains the opening lines of the chapter so you can see his use 

of that interesting verb haunted in context. The verb suggests that what we ought to do in terms of decency or fairness is unnatural, and that 

is quite the case. The Moral Law is supernatural. It is of God. It is above and beyond anything that humanity cooks up in terms of how we 

should behave with each other, regardless of whether we consider the “other” as a peer or as an enemy. If you watched our service this past 

Sunday, you hopefully heard me mention in the sermon that the gospel of Jesus Christ—the good news of salvation and redemption in God’s 

Son given to us—is how the Moral Law has been handed down to us who have chosen to follow Jesus, and that as disciples of Jesus we pro-

vide the refuge, the fortress, described in Psalm 91 for others. That is also C.S. Lewis’ argument later in Mere Christianity, and why he be-

came a Christian in his early 30’s after a some 20 years as an atheist, which began with the death of his beloved mother at the age of 10 and 

included his time on the Western front as a British soldier in World War One where he witnessed the horror of what humans can do to each 

other and was wounded in battle.  

So, what does the reality of God’s Moral Law have to do with peer pressure? We endure peer pressure well into adulthood. You and I face it 

every day, and it is certainly not something confined to our younger years. Thus, peer pressure can be a key means of failure to obey the 

Moral Law, and chronological age does not protect us from its negative influence.  

Consequently, we are left with a choice every day of our earthly existence, and it is also why Christian ethics needs to be a part of congrega-

tional life and teaching. On the one hand, we can choose to follow the crowd, or be influenced by key individuals, in order to be liked or re-

spected by them. Without a doubt, that gives us a sense of comfort and belonging, even to those influencers that we don’t personally know. 

That comfort or belonging is also why it is such a temptation and can lead us to behave in ways that are contrary to the Great Commandment 

and the Golden Rule.  



“I must go back to what I said at the end of the first 

chapter, that there were too odd things about the 

human race. First, that they were haunted by the 

idea of a sort of behaviour they ought to practice, 

what you might call fair play, or decency, or morali-

ty, or the Law of Nature. Second, they did not in fact 

do so. Now some of you may wonder why I call this 

odd. It may seem to you the most natural thing in 

the world. In particular, you may have thought I was 

rather hard on the human race. After all, you may 

say, what I call breaking the Law of Right and 

Wrong or of Nature, only means that people are not 

perfect. And why on earth should I expect them to 

be? That would be a good answer if what I was try-

ing to do was to fix the exact amount of blame 

which is due to us for not behaving as we expect 

others to behave. But that is not my job at all. I am 

not concerned with blame; I am trying to find out 

truth. And from that point of view the very idea of 

something being imperfect, of its not being what it 

ought to be, has certain consequences.”    

--C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

On the other hand, we can take Jesus’ teachings to heart and mind, and, despite our  

imperfection that Christ makes perfect through his cross, and by the power of God’s 

 grace available through the Holy Spirit, use his rules for human interaction as THE  

guide for our behavior. That, however, may put us in disagreement, or maybe outright  

conflict, with our peers.  

I illustrated this moral choice we all must make on what seems like a daily basis with 

 my closing story this past Sunday of my fight with a neighborhood bully when I was nine 

 years old. The bully was picking on a new girl who lived across the street from me, and I  

landed a few good punches on him and chased him off. I endured the consequences of  

my action by way of my father’s belt and the lecture that followed. The lesson I learned, 

with great difficulty and pain, was that my behavior, however justified in my mind because 

 of what the bully was doing, was immoral. It was not in accordance with what I now  

understand to be the Moral Law, no matter what reasons or excuses I conjured up.  

From that day on, I have chosen to strike a balance between justice and morality in what I choose to 

do, or not do, as a believer in my risen Savior. 

Tom–Pastor 



                        I need your help!!!  
I am updating the directory and need for every-
one who still hasn't sent in their updated infor-
mation and a photo to me, please do so asap. 
The directory is a key part in helping Pastor Tom 
get familiar with names and faces and also keep 
everyone informed of contact information for 
our church family. The directory will be sent to 
everyone as a PDF. This will give you the oppor-
tunity to download it to your computer or print it 
off. Nothing will be made public and no one oth-
er than church attendees will see this infor-
mation. I am excited for everyone to see it, but I 
can't complete it if I don't have everyone's help. 
Please send your photo via my email and update 
all information that has changed since the last 
directory. 
 
Thanks in advance for your participation, 
Tonia 

Thank you to everyone who has giving to our Tarsney Lake 

Mission, we were able to give $50.00 Back To School gift 

cards to 7 of the wonderful children at Tarsney.  

Please keep all of these children in your prayers, as they 

go back to school in such trying times.                    



On Going: Larry Bergman, Les Case, Wade Davis, Roger Gra-

ble, Richard Fuerst, Winnie Fuerst, Harvey Geary, Michael 

Hatfield, Linda Koleiny, Shane Miley, Nancy Rowe  

Comfort and Peace: Connie Brown & Family, Family & friends 

of Jean Horner 

Strength and Healing: Ken McDaniel, Mike McMillin  

Missions: Kenyan G-Marc Project (Chics for Chicks), Hillcrest 

Transitional Housing, Harvester’s Food Bank, Lazarus Minis-

tries, Tarsney Lake Families, Congregation de Mellier, Heart 

and Soul Children’s Learning Center            

   Please contact the office to update or add prayer requests    





  SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

23      Services  

     Online  10:00   

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30        Services 

       Online 10:00 

31 1 2   Nominations 

Committee Mtg. 

      7:00pm 

3 Nominations 4 5 

6        Services 

       Online 10:00 

7  8 9 10 11 12 

Recycling Event 

     9:00-12:00  

13       Services 

      Online 10:00 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

August/September  


