Freedom

“I am free to do anything,” you say — but not everything is beneficial. “I am free to do anything” — but not everything is constructive.
No one should seek their own good, but the good of others. 1 Corinthians 10:23-24

In just a couple of days we will gather with friends and family, neighbors and strangers, and collectively celebrate our nation’s freedom. Our celebrations
will be varied — some will gather around a BBQ grill, others around a camp site, others still on their deck or the deck of their boat. Some will celebrate with
a variety of adult beverages, others with explosives, others still with patriotic music and red, white and blue clothing. No matter the manner in which we
celebrate, we all are celebrating the same thing — freedom.

But, freedom can be a double-edged sword. We know this all too well. One of the things we, as Americans, celebrate nearly unanimously is our freedom
of speech. Yet there are times when this right is abused by some— people and organizations using the Constitution’s freedom of speech to spread hate and
discord rather than hope and unity. Freedoms can both be used for good and abused for evil purposes.

In his letter to the church at Corinth, Paul addressed the abuse of freedom. The new followers of Christ in Corinth were facing some pretty big challenges.
One challenge was Christians flaunting their freedom from the Jewish law. The book of Leviticus lists over 600 laws Jews were supposed to adhere to. But,
Paul wrote that Christ’s death and resurrection established a new law, and that Christians “a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in
Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 2:16) However, while the Corinthian believers were freed by the blood of Christ from the 600 plus Levitical laws, the manner in
which they expressed this freedom was causing damage to the name of Christ. In response, Paul encouraged these followers to consider the effects the
exercise of their freedom might have on the faith development of others. Would their practice of freedom be beneficial and constructive to the name and
witness of Jesus, or would it be exercising freedom for the sake of exercising freedom — just because we can?

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, understood this struggle as well. His number one rule in following Christ was to “Do No Harm.” In
the exercise of our freedoms, be it our freedoms as believers or as citizens of a particular nation, we need to consider if we will do good or cause harm. If
exercising our freedoms will cause harm, we must consider expressing that freedom in a different way.

Paul instructs us that: “...whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks
or the church of God — even as | try to please everyone in every way. For | am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.
Follow my example, as | follow the example of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1).

My encouragement to you this week, as we celebrate our freedoms, is to remember the true source of those freedoms and to seek to celebrate in way
that honors the message of Christ.

It is an honor to be your pastor and to be in ministry alongside you to an amazing God as we celebrate our freedom
and “Do No Harm.”
Blessings,

Chris
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VBS Invite Competition

Hey Kids, do you like McDonald’s? We're giv-
ing away $5.00 McDonald’s gift cards for
VBS!! What’s the catch? You need to bring 3
friends with you to VBS. That’s it. Come to
VBS, bring 3 friends, and you get a $5.00
McDonald’s gift card! Of course, you also get
to have an amazing fun-filled day with your
friends on a trip to Mars and Beyond where
you'll learn about space, play space games,
conduct science experi-
ments, eat rocket dogs,
and learn about the out
of this world love of
God!! So, make sure to
join us for VBS July 13 and
14! And, bring some
friends.

All-Church BBQ and VBS Celebration July 14

Mark your calendars for our all-church BBQ Sunday, July
14, at 11:30 A.M. Bring a side or dessert (or both!) to
share and come celebrate VBS! Pulled pork, ribs, and
drinks are provided. There will be also be a water slide
and yard games. If it rains, we’ll move the celebration in-
side. Come join with your church family as we fellowship
and celebrate the work God is doing in our community!!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
VBS coming July 13" & 14"

We are trying a new format this year with One Day
VBS - Sat. July 13™. Helpers needed!!

We will have a closing ceremony on July 14" fol-
lowed with a family and congregation picnic.

Notify Sophie @ lakeratskier@gmail.com if you
can help.
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Supplies for our kids
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at Tarsney Lake.

We will be collecting money donations every Sunday
during the month of July. Our final picnic is July 31st and
we will be giving the gift cards out that day.

Please contact Tonia with further questions
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Please Donate to an Hillcrest Auction Basket

The Hillcrest Transitional Housing program offers homeless fami-
lies, individuals, and youth rent-free temporary housing and a disci-
plined educational program designed to move these residents to self
-sufficiency. LLCUMC is honored to be sponsoring one of the apart-
ments at their Lee's Summit facility. Hillcrest's largest fundraising
event, their annual Gala, is in August. As sponsors, we have been
asked fo donate a couple of themed-baskets to help make their Gala

auction a success. With vyour help of cash donations, our
LLCUMC Hillcrest team will prepare two fa .Tj\/~0,’“73;’,‘vzd gift
card baskets for the auction. Please donate by July 28 and
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Come and Experience the Living Word

g Study

Contact Pastor Chris at chrisksnyder@gmail.com

On hiatus for the summer; will resume meeting this fall

For pouples

Contact Wayne at w.rogersé3@yahoo.com

Small Groups provide the opportunity to connect with others
in a casual study/discussion environment as you strive
to deepen and enn&h your walk with God |

We ln ite You to Attend(




