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For months, Megan and I have been planning for Holy 
Week and Easter.  But you know what they say about 
plans:  the “best-laid plans of mice and men oft go 
astray.” (attributed to poet Robert Burns).   
 

Well, the coronavirus threw all of us a curve-ball, and so 
we have had to regroup and rethink our “best-laid 
plans.”  For this season of our lives, all worship and 
groups will only be gathering “virtually,” via Facebook 
and Zoom.  We thank you for bearing with us as we 
strive to get up-to-speed with all the technology and 
techniques that will make worship, Bible studies, and 
meetings possible.  By the way, if you are having difficul-
ty figuring out the “technology” so that you can partici-
pate, feel free to call the church office (772-589-5230), 
and we will try to help get you “online.”  (Our modified 
office hours are M-Th, 9 a.m. – noon.) 
 

This week you should be receiving a mailing from the 
church reminding everyone how essential it is that we 
all stay current in our giving to our church.  In that mail-
ing was also information about Holy Week, and how you 
can participate through Facebook and Zoom.  Again, if 
you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact the church 
office. 
 

The coronavirus pandemic has also caused me to refo-
cus my sermons in the weeks to come.  Obviously, our 
experience of Easter will be dramatically different from 
any other Easter in our lives – as we will celebrate the 
radiant joy of resurrection, even as we are living under 
the gloomy cloud of a pandemic that is causing such 
death and heartache for so many.  How are we sup-
posed to process the paradox of the Empty Tomb of 
Easter Sunday when it feels as if we are all still trapped 
in the Sealed-up Tomb of Saturday? 
 

That’s why, on Easter, I will begin preaching a sermon 
series I’m calling, “The Unfinished Business of Easter.”  
Then, for the following Sundays (through Mother’s Day) 
we will consider the experience of others who struggled 
to make sense of an empty tomb:  the women in Mark’s 

Easter story who are the first to find an empty tomb; 
Mary Magdalene’s encounter with a “gardener;” Thom-
as who must see/touch in order to believe; Peter who 
needs to be forgiven and restored by love; and the 
“disciples” who “see” Jesus in a stranger.  In preparation 
for our Easter message, read Mark 16:1-8. 
 

Plan now to join us for worship on Facebook live every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. (www.facebook.com/sebastianumc).  
After you have participated in the live-streamed service, 
please “share” the post of each service with your 
“friends.”  You are also invited to join us on Facebook 
every Thursday at 10 a.m. for our “Midweek Refuel” 
mini-worship time (15 min. max). 
 

To participate in the Pastor’s Bible Study on Tuesdays at 
10 a.m., you must sign-in to an online Zoom “meeting.”  
Watch for emails from the church with a link to click on 
to join the Bible study online.  When you click the link, 
you will be able to download a few files so you can run 
the Zoom app.   To participate fully, you will need a lap-
top, computer, tablet, or smartphone that is equipped 
with a camera and microphone so you can see/hear and 
be seen/heard.  The notes for each week’s lesson can be 
downloaded from our church’s website at 
www.sebastianumc.com.  The next lesson with be #4.  
Call the church office if you have questions. 
Yes, Easter will be very different this year.  It will feel 
“unfinished.”  But we know that one day (hopefully 
soon), we will be able to worship together.  And when 
we do, we will schedule our own special “Easter Cele-
bration!”  The tomb couldn’t hold back Jesus.  And it 
won’t be able to hold back His Church, either! 
 

 

I love being your pastor! 

Pastor John 

“A Word from Pastor John” 

http://www.facebook.com/sebastianumc
http://www.sebastianumc.com


Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. via Zoom 

Roberts Rules of Order Workshop 
Keep in mind our two hour workshop on Roberts Rules of Order, will be rescheduled when applicable.  

Come and Go Open House  
Come and Go Open House at the Parsonage to be rescheduled when it is deemed safe to congregate. 

Lent Challenge Updates: 

Do not put yourself in harms way to fill your brown bag with items for the Ecumenical Food Pantry.  You may keep 
your bags until we meet again . 

The Pause Felt Around the World 

Listen….do you feel the pause…do you hear the pause…do you see the pause? 
God in His Infinite Wisdom is at work in the pause… 
As we shelter in place take comfort knowing God has a plan…He’s ‘Got the Whole World 
in His Hands’!  
WAIT…patiently wait in the pause, we will soon find out what this is all about….just simply 
wait in the pause! 
Look to God above and pray for new strength in the pause…pray for those less-fortunate 
and sick and pray for the hungry and down-trodden in the pause! 
Decide what’s important…is it money, is it wealth, is it power and might?  Or is it LOVE of 
others….KINDNESS and being POLITE? 
God has a plan we will soon find out…PRAY with all your might in the pause! 
LOVE THY NEIGHBOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS and pray for the caregivers without end! 

This being Lent maybe God wants our attention in this pause…!!  
Listen… and He will make clear what He is asking in this pause… 

Nancy L Fox 
 March 17, 2020 

With the Governor's “Stay at Home” The church office will be closed and office staff will be 

working from home.  In an emergency call Pastor John 321-794-0010. Mail will be picked up 

with bills paid and bank deposits made.  We will be checking phone messages and returning 

Emails.  Being Clergy exempt, Livestream services will continue, and Pastor’s bible study will 

be via Zoom.   STAY SAFE 



At the end of February beginning of March, I 
began thinking about what I would write my Beacon 
article on. I greatly enjoy researching and learning 
about hymns. As I dive into the history and the text of 
these statements of faith, my faith is strengthened 
and I always learn something new about God. I hope 
you do as well as you engage hymns in worship and 
through these articles. I had decided to write on 
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna,” a well-known Palm Sunday 
hymn, to help prepare us for this triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem and the events of Holy Week and Easter 
that would follow. A few weeks ago, like each of you 
experienced, things were turned upside down. Life as 
we know it seemed to come to a screeching halt and 
all the plans I had in place have either been cancelled, 
changed or postponed.  

 

I want to speak about this a little bit. I, as 
many of you, look forward to the musical and worship 
events that accompany Palm Sunday, Holy Week and 
Easter services. Many of you have put in several hours 
of rehearsal learning music or monologues. I have 
grieved the loss of these events as we are being 
forced to change our habits to save lives. I want you 
to know it is ok to grieve the initial loss of these 
things. We had expectations about how we would 
celebrate these events and everything is changing 
which can seem overwhelming. It is ok for you to 
grieve not being able to present your gifts and wor-
ship to God through these services like normal. It is ok 
to feel overwhelmed as we all learn how to connect 
through technology together. It is ok to be unsure 
about how everything works and how long this will 
last. Bring these concerns to God and lay them at the 
foot of the cross as we travel through Holy Week. 
Rest assured that God is present with us through this 
time. Open your eyes and hearts to things God is try-
ing to teach you during this time. For me personal, 
this is causing me to slow down more often. Having 
all my rehearsals canceled has given me the gift of 
time to relax, something I do not do well. Be open to 

the new ways God is speaking to you and new oppor-
tunities you have to connect with one another. One 
of my colleagues likened our time to the time be-
tween Good Friday and Easter. We are Easter people. 
We live on the other side of the resurrection and the 
time between Good Friday and Easter does not seem 
to be very long. However imagine what it would have 
been like for the disciples and women present. It 
must have seemed like each day contained hundreds 
of hours and they were unsure of what would come 
next. So remember we are Easter people. The resur-
rection is coming! And what a day of rejoicing that 
will be when we arrive on the other side of this event 
and can gather together physically!   

 

During this time together, (especially if you 
are missing March Madness!), you can join in Hymn 
Tune Madness! Go to https://www.facebook.com/
openyourhymnal/ and participate in the daily polls 
that are placed on this Facebook page. It is a lot of fun 
and a nice distraction. If you are not sure what the 
hymn tune is, just search it on YouTube and will be 
able to listen to it. Most of these tunes will be familiar 
to you once you hear them. If you have any ques-
tions, do not hesitate to let me know! 

 
 

Just a Note from Megan Mash  

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
when sorrows like sea billow roll; 
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

https://www.facebook.com/openyourhymnal/
https://www.facebook.com/openyourhymnal/


FINANCE 
DIANN FLANIGAN, CHAIR 

Below is our financial snapshot for February.  For the second month in a row our income exceeded our expenses.  
This is a good thing!  This is the kind of cushion we need to get us through the leaner summer months. 
 

   February 2020 
 

INCOME 
       Actual      Budget 
   
 Church Offering  $ 20,441.27   $ 18,158.75 
 Church Use   $ 0   $      116.66  
 Div. & Interest (Qtrly)   0   $      625.00  
 Thrift Shop   $ 12,568.50    $   8,333.34 
 
 Total Income   $ 33,009.77   $ 27,233.75 
 
EXPENSES 
 
 Total Expenses  $ 28,414.32   $ 27,634.00 
 
 
Now we are in March and the world is facing the Coronavirus pandemic.  And yet God’s word is still being 

preached, Praises to our God are still being sung and we are still Experiencing God’s presence in our lives.  When I 
was watching the SUMC service on Facebook, I thought of how many times people and circumstances have tried to 
silence God’s message and it can’t be done!  From those first “small group” churches and those who traveled on 
foot on the dusty roads to teach and encourage each other to today’s technology where we can see our own Pas-
tors preach, sing and encourage us is mind-boggling.   (And yes, in our house we did stand when Megan asked us to 
stand to sing!)  Thank you to all who helped to make this happen and to the anonymous donor who provided the 
funds to purchase the video camcorder! 

 
While all of the above is happening, the one thing that is not happening is the offering is not being taken.  

Now more than ever we need to financially support our church.  Our Thrift Shop is closed indefinitely and thus our 
overall income is down drastically.  I’m asking that you either mail your offering, drop it off at the church office on 
weekday mornings (at least for the time being) or give online.  I have to admit I just set up my own profile and gave 
our monthly tithe this past week online.  (www.sebastianumc.com)  It’s relatively easy, but if you need help, call the 
church office 772-589-5230. 

 
Please pray for our healthcare providers, each other, practice social distancing and remember God is always 

walking in front of, beside and behind us!  Thank you God! 
 
Diann Flanigan 
Finance Committee Chairperson  

http://www.sebastianumc.com


Altar Flowers  
 If you have your name on the altar flower sign up 
sheet, we will not be ordering fresh flowers at this time  
 
SUMC will keep you updated on the status of the Easter 
Flowers, 

Happy April Birthday 
 

David Mutters   April 2 

Jeane Blevins   April 6 

Carol Decker   April 8 

Alan Shepper   April 9 

Mike McGilberry Sr.  April 14 

Jane Hino   April 15 

Ron Farrington  April 16 

Mary Schulze   April 17 

Faith McCreary  April 18 

Teddy Hulse   April 21 

Marlene Kalsch  April 21 

Shirley Johnson  April 30 

Happy April Anniversary 

Bud & Ginger Horner   April 1 

Alan & Teddy Hulse   April 6 

Dave & Nancy Barry   April 10 

Trustee Report 
The Trustee’s have put up a basketball goal for the LOL Youth. The Church Van has been fixed.  The Sanctuary win-
dows will be replaced with impact windows and the current plan is to  have a stained glass insert for each window.  
The sidewalks, parking areas and curbs are being pressure cleaned, with plans to put fresh coat of paint on curbs and 
restriping parking areas. 
Alan Hulse, Trustee Chairman 

Holy Week Services will be Livestreamed on Sebastian UMC Facebook page.  
 Maundy Thursday Virtually via Zoom 

 
April 5, Palm Sunday    10:00 a.m. 

April Thursday REFUEL  10:00 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday   6:00 p.m.  Virtually via Zoom 

Good Friday    6:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday    10:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor John and Megan are planning creative and interactive services for Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. 
For Maundy Thursday we will share a meal and fellowship together virtually via Zoom. Good Friday will feature 
monologue videos from varies persons. Easter and Good Friday will feature music by our choir and brass! We en-
courage you to join us for these as we travel to the cross and celebrate Jesus's resurrection. 



Mission Moment 

I love that quote from John Wesley. 
 
Doesn’t that sound like a directive from Jesus?  I can just imagine 
asking Jesus “What do you want me to do?” and “When have I 
done enough?” 
Can’t you just “hear” Jesus saying “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all 
the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can” 
 
I can hear him saying that & just when I think, “I don’t know how much more I can do”, God shows us how to do 
it.  That is how I believe the Soul Café came to be. 
It is way too much work for one or two people but when 50 plus people volunteer to work together it becomes 
quite possible. 
 
We have 50 plus folks who have signed on to work in different capacities for our new mission!  About half of those 
are snow birds, so when they leave we will be at about 25 or 30.   
Right now with the pandemic happening we have made some changes.  We are not inviting people to eat in the Fel-
lowship Hall but rather we will deliver meals.  We are working with a very small crew to protect ourselves and our 
guests. 
 
So please know, if you are uncomfortable to come out to work that is fine.  If you are willing but want to be sure 
you are safe, I can tell you we are doing everything to keep everyone safe. 
There will only be 3 or 4 people cooking in the kitchen so they can easily keep a distance between them-
selves.  Once the food is cooked and plated in “to go” containers, 2 to 4 people deliver it to various local locations. 
The past 2 weeks we delivered over 100 meals to people in need.  Without our wonderful volunteers they would 
not have had that meal. 
 
So once again I have to say the folks in this community are truly a blessing to each other.  I am so thankful that God 
brought us all here to work together for this new mission. The Soul Café definitely feeds more than stomachs.  The 
folks we feed are feeling blessed. The folks doing the work are feeling blessed. What a wonderful thing we are doing 
in response to all that God has done for us. 
 
Donna Oborne, Mission Chair 

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you 
can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 
can, at all the times you can, to all the people 
you can, as long as ever you can.” 

Soul Café Update 

We now have a revised schedule for April.  Due to social distancing we are only cooking & making deliver-
ies.  We have 4 people are delivering each week.  Please if you are willing to help deliver & give someone a day 
off that would be great.  Let Maureen Steele (driver coordinator) by phone or email  772-913-4135  or  
mfs1036@yahoo.com   
It would be nice if we could get to where folks could deliver every other week. Use your own vehicle. 

If anyone that is scheduled to cook is unable please send Donna Oborne an email as soon as possible. 

   I know many folks are concerned about being out in public and have decided not to volunteer right 
now.  However for those of you still willing, please know that we are being careful to have only 4 in the kitchen 
& keep space between us. We want to not only protect ourselves but keep the people we are helping safe as well. 

God Bless & stay healthy 

Donna O. 

mailto:mfs1036@yahoo.com




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

 

      

12       

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

April 2020 

Due to Covid-19, all church related functions are cancelled or being rescheduled 

Your group facilitator will have information about individual studies 

Stay Home, Stay Safe 

Sunday Worship is Livestreamed every Sunday at 10 a.m. on Sebastian UMC Facebook page. 

If you do not do Facebook but have internet, go to Sebastianumc.com and under the worship 

tab, videos, bulletins and the sermon script will be available.. Livestream services will be on 

the website by Monday morning.  

Thursdays Refuel  Livestream at 10 a.m. 

Holy Week Services will be Livestreamed on Sebastian UMC Facebook page.  
 Maundy Thursday Virtually via Zoom 

 
April 5, Palm Sunday    10:00 a.m. 

April Thursday REFUEL  10:00 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday    6:00 p.m.  Virtually via Zoom 

Good Friday    6:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday    10:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor John and Megan are planning creative and interactive services for Palm Sunday, Holy 
Week and Easter. For Maundy Thursday we will share a meal and fellowship together virtually via 
Zoom. Good Friday will feature monologue videos from varies persons. Easter and Good Friday 
will feature music by our choir and brass! We encourage you to join us for these as we travel to 
the cross and celebrate Jesus's resurrection. 



Three-Week “Inquirers’ Class” 
Will Resume Each Month when we meet again 

Our Church has developed a three-week “Inquirer’s Class” for all those curious and 

wanting to learn more about the Christian faith, the United Methodist Church, and this congregation.  This three-

session class will be made available every month on the first, second, and third Sundays of every month, and repeat-

ed each month.  They will take place during our University of Life hour (11:30 p.m. for 45 minutes) and will take 
place in the Small Group Classroom (south side of the education building).  This class is designed especially for 
those who are not yet members of our church to help answer questions folks might have as they make a decision 
about joining SUMC, however, members may also find it helpful.  The sessions are as follows: 

Session #1: (First Sundays): What It Means to Be a Christian 
Session #2 (Second Sundays): What It Means to Be a United Methodist 
Session #3 (Third Sundays): What It Means to be a Member of Sebastian UMC 

Those not yet members may choose to join on “New Member Sunday,” the fourth Sunday of each month.   
If you are interested in learning more about your faith, exploring baptism and/or professing your faith and becom-
ing a member of SUMC, either as a full or affiliate (seasonal) member, join us for these session and/or contact Pas-

tor John at 321-794-0010 or johngillumc@bellsouth.net. 

Profession of Faith - If you presently have no church 
home, we would be happy to baptize you, if you have not 
already been baptized, and receive you into our congre-
gation. We believe age is not a factor concerning the Sac-
rament of Holy Baptism. No one is too young or too old 
to receive God's grace. 
 

Transfer of letter from another United Methodist 
Church - If you are presently a member of another Unit-
ed Methodist Church, you may transfer your member-
ship to Sebastian United Methodist Church. 
 

Transfer of membership from another Christian church 
or denomination - We welcome you and accept your 
baptism as valid. 

Affiliate Membership - If you are presently a member of 
another United Methodist Church and desire to retain 
membership in that congregation, we invite you to be-
come an affiliate member of our congregation. 
 

Associate Membership - If you are presently a member 
of another Christian church or denomination and desire 
to retain that membership, we invite you to become an 
associate member of our congregation. 
 
 

Joining Sebastian UMC 

Is God calling you to be part of the ministry of this congregation? 
We would be delighted to welcome you into the Sebastian Methodist community of faith! 

We receive members into our congregation in the following ways: 

Live Stream Worship at:     www.facebook.com/sebastianumc    

mailto:johngillumc@bellsouth.net
http://www.facebook.com/sebastianumc


LOL and Roseland UMC Youth Fun Day at Strike Zone  



LOL Youth Lock-In 



Sebastian United Methodist Church 

Sebastian United Methodist Church 

1029 Main Street 

Sebastian, Florida 32958  

 

 

Pastor John Gill 

Pastor’s cell 321-794-0010 

johngillumc@bellsouth.net 
Church Office: 772-589-5230 

Thrift Shop Direct Line:  772-388-0405 

sebastianumc@bellsouth.net 


