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Series:  Lessons from the Life of King David 
#3: “The Wages of Sin” 

Romans 6:15-23  and  2 Samuel 11:27c – 12:14 (CEV) 

By John Gill 

 

Today we are concluding our series on “Lessons from the life of King David.” The passage I want 
us to focus on this morning is one of the most juicy and intriguing stories in the entire Bible.  It’s 
the story of David and Bathsheba. 

Perhaps you remember it: It seems that one day, King David was strolling around the rooftop of 
his palace when he happened to see a beautiful woman bathing on a neighboring rooftop. 
David liked what he saw! And so, he sent his servants to find out who she was. It turned out 
that she was a married woman, the wife of a soldier named Uriah, who was off with the army 
fighting the Ammonites. 

David lusted after her, and so he brought her to his palace and made love to her. 

David had sinned, and he thought he was going to get away with it. That is, until Bathsheba 
realized that she was pregnant. Now it seemed that all the world would know of David's sin. 

So David devised a little scheme to cover up his sin. He called Uriah back from the front, 
granted him a little R&R, got him drunk, and tried to coax him to have sex with his wife. That 
way, David reasoned, everyone would assume that Uriah was the baby's father. 

But Uriah wouldn’t cooperate. Out of a sense of honor knowing that his comrades were still 
away from their wives fighting in battle, he refused the opportunity to sleep with his wife.  And 
this made David desperate. He couldn't allow himself to be involved in such a scandal. 

Therefore, he went to “Plan B.” He sent orders to Uriah’s commander in the war, that he ought 
to put Uriah on the front lines of a battle-charge, and then retreat, leaving Uriah exposed to the 
enemy attack, so that he would be killed.  And that is exactly what happened.   

Sin has a way of spiraling out of control, doesn’t it?  It’s a slippery slope.  David dabbled in 
“adultery,” and pretty quickly, he became a “murderer.”  It’s just as Paul wrote to the Church at 
Rome:  “The wages of sin – is death…” 

But the story doesn’t end there.  David then married Uriah’s grieving widow, and again, it 
looked as though David was going to get away with his sin. 

And David did manage to hide his sin from his subjects. But he discovered that, no matter how 
powerful or clever he may be, he could not hide his sins from God! Just when he thought he 
was in the clear, God sent the Prophet Nathan to David, to confront him about his sins, and 
deliver a word of judgment from God. 

That simple little story – that parable that Nathan told about the powerful man stealing a poor 
man's pet lamb to slaughter and feed to his guests, which was read by our liturgist a few 
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moments ago, hit David like a ton of bricks. Pointing an accusing finger in David’s face, Nathan 
said, “You are the man!” And for the first time, David was convicted of his sin, and he repented. 

You know I have always enjoyed this story. It has all the elements that make a story fascinating: 
lust, sex, intrigue, scheming, plotting, violence, and murder... sin after sin, after juicy sin... 

It's so much fun to read! If it were a novel, it would be a bestseller. If it were a movie, it would 
be a box office smash.  How we love to read about other people’s sins, especially when those 
sins are committed by people who are supposed to be as noble and godly as King David!  (It's 
amazing that this uncomplimentary story ever found its way into the Bible.) 

Yes, when David sinned, he sinned in a big way. It wasn't just the sexual indiscretion that got 
him into trouble, it was the escalating nature of sin... one sin leads to another sin, then to still 
greater sins, until things have gotten way out of hand. 

You know, sin is sort of like kudzu, that pesky vine that grows all over Georgia. Kudzu is not 
native to Georgia. But once it was introduced, it took over the landscape, blanketing everything 
it came in contact with.   

Well, sin is like that. When sin gets a foothold, it's hard to eradicate. David discovered how 
devastating sin can be; what seemed like an innocent sexual dalliance became a recipe for 
murder. 

But you know, I don't think the sins themselves were the only reason God punished David. 
David's “problem” wasn't just that he had sinned, as bad as those sins were. To make matters 
worse, he tried to cover up his sins and hide them from the people around him... And worse 
than that, he tried to hide his sins from God. 

He seemed to be doing pretty well at hiding his sins from those around him. But soon it became 
clear that he could not hide anything from God. God wasn't one of his subjects whom he could 
manipulate like he had manipulated Bathsheba and Uriah. God would have the last word, and 
David would be reminded that, even the King of Israel is not above God's law. 

As I think about this message, I'm aware that I am awfully judgmental of David's sin. I think to 
myself, “My sins were never as bad as David's. David deserved what he got.” And of course, 
David did deserve the punishment he got. But I'd be willing to wager that each of us in this 
room today is more like David than we'd like to admit.  We all have sins buried in our past... sins 
that we have tried to hide from the sight of our neighbors... and from God - sins that may have 
started out innocently enough, but that have gotten out of hand. 

No, our sins may not be as big as David's sins, but they can be every bit as devastating.  Like 
you, I have had sins that I tried to bury away.  My sin that once haunted me was a little sin 
when compared to David’s sins, but it had grown way out of proportion… one little sin that led 
to larger and larger sins, until the burden of guilt I was carrying around got to be more than I 
could bear... Until I finally confessed that sin to God, and felt the cleansing of his love. 

What about you? Do you have some sin you've attempted to cover up that you have tried to 
hide from others... and from God? Has that sin, perhaps innocent at first, gotten out of hand; 
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has it haunted you to this very day, until you can't feel the freedom and joy of the Christian life? 
Maybe you've heard the message over and over that God will forgive you of all your sins, but 
you have trouble believing it. Maybe you know God has forgiven you, but you have not been 
able to forgive yourself? 

If you know what I'm talking about... If you have some burden on your heart today, a sin that 
you have carried around way too long... a sin that you have not truly confessed to God; then 
hear the good news for you this morning.  You don't have to bear the burden of your sin 
anymore. You can lay it all on the altar of God, and leave it there. 

Friends, that's why Jesus went to the cross. His blood was shed to wash away your sins, so that 
you might know the joy of life in him. 

Do you emember that verse from Paul’s letter to the Romans I quoted just a moment ago?  I 
only shared the bad news – but there is good news there, also:  “The wages of sin – is death… 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

And as John wrote in his First Letter (2:1-2) -  “I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.” 

Or, as we sometimes sing in that old gospel hymn:  “What can wash away my sin? Nothing but 
the blood of Jesus. What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”   

Friends, don't go another minute with an unconfessed sin in your heart. Don't you dare walk 
out of the door of this church, lugging that burden home with you. Leave it here on the altar of 
God. Confess that sin, and let Jesus’s blood wash you white as snow. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

We are now going to enter into a season of prayer – 
First, I will pray, then there will be a time for us to pray silently  

as we confess those sins that plague us  
to our God of grace and mercy. 

We will then close our prayer time with a unison pray, based on Psalm 51. 
Let us be in prayer: 

 

Oh Lord, we thank you that you are a compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love - a God who is more ready to hear our prayers than we are to pray. Your word, 
recorded in Psalm 103, reminds us that you do not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 
according to our iniquities; that as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is your love 
for those who fear you; that, as far as the east is from the west, so far you will remove our 
transgressions from us.  
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That's good news, because if we received the punishment for our sins that we deserved, we 
would be in real trouble! Thank you for your grace and mercy that makes it possible for us to be 
forgiven and restored as your children!  

Confident in your great love for us, and your promise to forgive us when we truly repent, we 
now silently confess to you the sins that haunt us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

 

(Music for Silent Prayer) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

David’s Prayer of Confession from Psalm 51 (excerpts) 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me… 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow… 
Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right spirit within me.   
Amen. 
 
 

 

 


