January 2022

Beacon
… guiding our walk

Wow! December was a fabulous month here at SUMC. We welcomed new members. We celebrated Advent and Christmas with
great music, food and fellowship. I am so grateful for everyone
who was involved in the afternoon concert and potato bar. What
a fun time!
The Sunday concert on the 19th was a beautiful experience. The theme of
the Carols of Christmas provided a meaningful journey through the Advent
season celebrating the songs of Mary, Zechariah and Simeon. Then ending
the journey on the 19th with a musical celebration of the song of the Angels.
The Christmas Eve services have not happened yet as I write this article, but
I am looking forward to those two Candlelight and Communion services.
January is a time to look to the future knowing that 2022 is in God’s hands.
We may not know much about what is coming, but we do know who we
can trust.

Jan 2 we will celebrate Holy Communion. Jan 9 will be a service in which we
will renew our baptismal vows. I always enjoy this meaningful service.
I hope you experience a blessed and peaceful holiday season.
Don

O star of wonder, star of light

Just a note

star with royal beauty bright,

from Megan Mash

westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.

In the second chapter of Matthew we read the story of the Magi. "We Three Kings" is a hymn that has influenced our understanding of this story beyond what is written in scripture. All of our nativity scenes portray
three kings. Every picture and pageant we see that depicts this part of the story we always see three and
only three figures. When one reads Matthew, it is important to notice that scripture never tells us how
many Magi came to visit the Christ child. The number is from the gifts. Matthew writes: "On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh." This hymn has also
caused us to refer to the Magi as kings. They were not kings but rather magicians or priests. Matthew only
refers to them as Magi. It is assumed that each Magi brings one of these gifts. This is just another example
of how hymnody shapes our faith and interprets scripture.
This hymn was written and composed by John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891) who was born in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania and educated at General Theological Seminary in New York City. He was the first church music
instructor there and was founding editor of the Church Journal. Hopkins wrote "We Three Kings" around
1857. It was first published in his collection Carols, Hymns, and Songs (1863). For almost a century this carol
was thought to be the only USA contribution to English language carols.
The hymn is written from the perspective of the kings. The Magi's journey is described in the first stanza.
The second, third and fourth stanza describes in detail the symbolic nature of each gift. The discussion of
myrrh foreshadows Christ's death on the cross. In the final stanza the kings rejoice in the birth of the Christ
child with all of heaven and earth. The guiding star becomes the focus of the refrain. The Magi depended on
its guiding light to lead them to the Christ child. We are also invited to seek this child by the perfect light he
emits into the world. As we enter a new calendar year, may you constantly seek the light of Christ and follow it to places God is leading you and be willing to offer the gifts you have to share Christ’s love in the
world.

Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing resume January 30, 2022
BE READY TO SING YOUR FAVORITE HYMNS
DURING OUR 10:00 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
BARBARA FARRINGTON

The Women's Bible Study is meeting for lunch at the Pelican Restaurant at the Sebastian Airport at
12 noon, on January 3rd. This will conclude their study of the Women of Christmas. They will begin a
new study on January 10. We meet each Monday at 10 am in the Large Classroom in the Education
wing. Newcomers are welcome. For more info call Barbara Farrington at 772-202-4115.

Our next regular meeting will be January 21,
at 11 am in the Fellowship Hall.
Planning our year 2022, includes a come early to meeting day, to
clean the church kitchen and drawers. Remember Spring Luncheon is just around the corner in May. Think of where you would
like to go and bring suggestions.
Peace & Warm January Wishes
Sharon Johnson & Ann McCullough
Co-Leaders, Mary’s Circle
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, that means we don’t have that information in our records.
Just call the church office to add yours.

Happy Birthday
Pat Mays
Suzann Moritz
Robbie Messersmith
Irene Strever
Ginger Horner
Bill Messersmith
Celeste Fusato
William DeJonge
Jeannette Schumacher
Bud Horner
Terry Chapin

January 01
January 07
January 12
January 12
January 13
January 15
January 16
January 17
January 19
January 24
January 28

Sebastian United Methodist Men
aka
The Lunch Bunch
Tuesdays at NOON
Sebastian's Roadside Restaurant
10795 US Highway 1,Sebastian

January 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Happy New Year

2
10 am Worship
3 pm LOL Youth

3
12-1 pm Soul Café
Serving meals to go
2 pm SPRC FH
2 pm Lois Small
Group LCR

9
10 am Worship
11 am Fellowship
Café FH
3 pm LOL Youth

16
10 am Worship
11 am Fellowship
Café FH
3 pm LOL Youth

23
10 am Worship
11 am Fellowship
Café FH
1 pm Brass
3 pm LOL Youth

4
12 pm Rug Hookers FH
12 pm UMM
Roadside Restaurant

10
10 am Barb F Bible
Study LCR
12-1 pm Soul Café
Serving meals to go
7 pm Trustee’s
FH

11
10 am Pastor Bible
Study FH & Zoom
12 pm UMM
Roadside Restaurant

17 Church office
Closed Holiday
10 am Barb F Bible
Study LCR
12-1 pm Soul Café
2 pm Lois Small
Group LCR
6 pm Finance
7 pm Admin. C
LCR

18
10 am Pastor Bible
Study FH & Zoom
12 pm UMM
Roadside Restaurant

24
12-1 pm Soul Café
Serving meals to go
10 am Barb F Bible
Study LCR

25
10 am Pastor Bible
Study FH & Zoom
12 pm UMM
Roadside Restaurant

12 pm Rug Hookers FH

11 am Farewell
Brunch FH
1 pm Brass
3 pm LOL Youth

31
12-1 pm Soul Café
Serving meals to go
10 am Barb F Bible
Study LCR

6
9:30 Mary Lou
Small Group SGR

7

8

10 am Ben’s Adult
Bible Study
ZOOM Contact
Ben

12
NO Computer
Circle CO
3 pm Joyful Ringers
7 pm Handbells

13
14
10 am Ben’s Adult
Bible Study
ZOOM Contact
Ben

19

20
9:30 Mary Lou
Small Group SGR
10 am Ben’s Adult
Bible Study
ZOOM Contact
Ben
12 Fellowship Hall
reserved for Lunch

12 pm Rug Hookers FH

12 pm Rug Hookers FH
30
10 am Worship

5
NO Computer
Circle

1 pm Ed’s Computer Circle CO
3 pm Joyful Ringers
7 pm Handbells

26
1 pm Ed’s Computer Circle CO
3 pm Joyful Ringers
7 pm Handbells

15

7 pm Choir

21
11 am Mary’s
Circle
UMW FH

27
28
10 am Ben’s Adult
Bible Study
ZOOM Contact
Ben
7 pm Choir

22

29

A Note from SPR
STAFF PARISH
REPORT

2021 has been a trying year in many ways, it has brought some hard times
but also blessings to help with those hard times. The year ahead is again
bringing change to us at SUMC. As much as we are struggling with the news
that Pastor Don will be leaving us, we must remember the words from Jeremiah
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future.”
I would ask that we all keep SUMC in our prayers. Remembering to be thankful for the wonderful church
community that we are blessed to be a part of; while asking God to be our strength when we feel sad or uncertain.
Let’s keep both Pastor Don and Pastor Alexis in our prayers, as they move to new situations to lead & be lead
in whatever way our Lord choses. So much change can become overwhelming if we try to handle it on our
own. So, let’s make our way forward as the words from this familiar hymn remind us.
“Leaning on the everlasting arms. What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms? I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms”
It has been an interesting year for your SPR Committee. A big thank you to Al Smith, Bob Stull, Jane Hino,
and Sue Shepper who leave our committee this year And prayers for our 2022 committee: Bill Messersmith,
Ed Ortner, Jim Childers, Kathi Pschar, Kathy Casey, Leigh Standley, Peg Story, myself & Pastor Alexis.
It continues to be a pleasure to serve as Chair of this committee, for a church I truly love.
If you have a question or a concern or you want to recognize a staff member for any reason, please let one of
us know. We are here for our congregation as well as our staff.
Remember the words as it is written in
Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever."
Jesus is never changing & a constant in our lives, always
And with the words we have all become so familiar with since July from Pastor Don
Thank you, God, for loving us. AND God loves you!
Paster Don, Thank You, for the blessing you have been to us. You will be missed.
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year

Donna Oborne, SPR Chair
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Welcome New Members
Richard & Andrea Gilbert

We would be delighted to welcome you into the Sebastian Methodist community of faith!
We receive members into our congregation in the following ways:
Profession of Faith – If you are interested in learning more about what it means to become a
follower of Jesus Christ we would love to partner with you on that journey. It is our goal as a
community of faith to help each other become more like Jesus.
Baptism – Holy Baptism is a Sacrament. We believe no one is too young or too old to receive
God’s grace. If you or your children have never received the Sacrament of Baptism we would
be pleased to talk with you about that important decision.
Transfer of letter from another United Methodist Church - If you are presently a member of
another United Methodist Church, you may transfer your membership to Sebastian United
Methodist Church.
Affiliate Membership - If you are presently a member of another United Methodist Church and
desire to retain membership in that congregation, we invite you to become an affiliate member
of our congregation.
Associate Membership - If you are presently a member of another Christian church or denomination and desire to retain that membership, we invite you to become an associate member of
our congregation.
Transfer of membership from another Christian church or denomination – We welcome you
to our church upon your statement.
For more information on joining our Church,
contact Rev. Dr. Don Pratt at dpratt.sumc@gmail.com or call the Church Office at
772-589-5230 and ask to speak with Pastor Don.

Sebastian United Methodist Church
1029 Main Street
Sebastian, FL 32958

Rev. Dr. Don Pratt
dpratt.sumc@gmail.com
Church Office: 772-589-5230
sebastianumc@bellsouth.net

www.facebook.com/sebastianumc

