
A Word from Pastor John 

Preachers are notorious for keeping files. I have files of all the sermons I have ever preached. I have files of ser-
mons that others have preached. I have files of bulletins for every occasion. I have files of newspaper a maga-
zine articles about biblical things. I have files of worship resources. And, of course, I have files of sermon illus-
trations on every conceivable subject. While thumbing through my Christmas file, I came across a provocative 
little piece I'd like to share with you.  Meditate on this during this Advent and Christmas season, and your expe-
rience of Christ’s birthday will take on more meaning:  
 

Mary’s Dream 

“I had a dream, Joseph. I don't understand it, not really, but I think it was about a birthday celebration for 
our Son. I think that was what it was about. The people had been preparing for it for about 6 weeks. They 
had decorated the house and bought new clothes. They'd gone shopping many times and bought elaborate 
gifts. It was peculiar, though, because the presents weren't for our Son. They wrapped them in beautiful pa-
per and tied them with lovely bows and stacked them under a tree. Yes, a tree, Joseph, right in their house! 
The branches were full of glowing balls and sparkling ornaments. There was a figure on top of the tree. It 
looked like an angel might look. Oh, it was beautiful!  
“Everyone was laughing and happy. They were all excited about the gifts. They gave the gifts to each other, 
Joseph, not to our Son. I don't think they even knew Him. They never mentioned His name. Doesn't it seem 
odd for people to go to all that trouble to celebrate someone's birthday if they don't know Him?  I had the 
strangest feeling that if our Son had gone to this celebration, He would have had been intruding.  
“Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone was so festive, but it made me want to cry. How sad for 
Jesus not to be wanted at His own birthday party. I'm glad it was only a dream. How terrible, Joseph, if it 
have been real!” 
 

Sadly, on December 25th, the majority of people in our land will celebrate the birthday of Someone they don't 
know. Why not make it a point during this holy season to introduce someone to Christ! 

_   _   _   _   _   _ 

SUMC Is a Giving Congregation! 

As pastor, I want to thank you for the countless ways you give of yourself as an expression of your faith, and 

not just at Christmas!   

We have so many folks who are giving of their time – in feeding the hungry through our food ministries – in 

working around and caring for our facilities and grounds – in faithfully offering their technology expertise and 

time to make our virtual online worship possible – in providing recordings of themselves singing the virtual an-

thems or videos of the spoken portions of our worship services (all masterfully coordinated by Megan, of 

course!) – in volunteering to make our Thrift Store function smoothly – in serving on various committees that 

provide administrative oversight – in volunteering on our homebound care team offering a ministry of love – in 
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praying daily for the prayer concerns emailed to our prayer team - in teaching Bible studies and leading small 

groups – in the generous way you all continue to give financially to the work of our church so ministry can 

continue throughout this pandemic!  Thank you all for your faithfulness!   

_   _   _   _   _   _ 

Ways to Give a Gift to Jesus this Christmas 

As we draw ever closer to Christmas Day, there are still ways you can give gifts to the Baby Jesus:  There is 
greatly increased need right now, so we want to focus on giving to those struggling to survive during this 
challenging year.  Here are three opportunities to bless Jesus on His birthday: 

This year, we are not inviting members to give poinsettias to decorate the church, as we do most years 
(we may purchase a few from funds on hand to grace the worship spaces, though).  Instead, we’d like 
you to consider making a gift to the Ecumenical Food Pantry (our offering on Christmas Eve will go to 
this worthy cause, as well).  You can make a check out to our church, and note that it is for the Ecu-
menical Food Pantry.   

This year, we are also partnering with the Salvation Army to provide Christmas gifts to local children in 
need.  Simply go to Walmart and find the Salvation Army “Angel Tree” and follow the instructions to 
purchase a gift.   

We are also ringing the bell for Salvation Army on Saturday, December 19 (10 a.m. – 8 p.m.) at Walmart 
(in a friendly competition with Roseland UMC).  We have only one shift still unfilled – the final shift, 
from 6:45 – 8:00 p.m.  Please contact me (Pastor John 321-794-0010 or johngillumc@bellsouth.net) if 
you’d like to take that shift.  (Salvation Army is also looking for individuals willing to ring the bell in 
other locations throughout Sebastian.  Let me know if you are interested in going the extra mile in 
caring for the less fortunate.) 

It may be true that many people who exchange gifts with each other on Christmas don’t really understand 
what Christmas is all about – that they don’t even know the Birthday-Boy.  As believers, we at SUMC do know 
Him, and so we are eager to bring our gifts to the manger.  I feel confident Mary will be pleased with these 
gifts of love to her Son.   

I love being your pastor! 

Pastor John 
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In him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

Just a note from Megan Mash 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” was written in the summer of 1966 by Kathleen Thomerson (b. 
1934). At the time, Thomerson lived in St. Louis, MO and was experiencing a terrible heat wave. She did 
not have air conditioning, her two-year-old son had heat rash, and her mother was not able to return 
home to Houston, TX due to aircraft mechanics and ground workers on strike. Thomerson decided the so-
lution was to drive her mother back to Houston and stay with her until the heat wave ended. Thomerson 
wrote the words and melody as she packed for the trip to Houston and worked out the harmonies upon 
arriving at her parents’ house in Houston. It was first sung at the Church of the Redeemer in Houston, TX, 
a church that meant a lot to the author.  

 This hymn about light is deeply rooted in biblical images. Ephesians 5:9b-9a can be found in the 
first verse. It states “For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 
light.” Thomerson writes, “I want to walk as a child of the light.” Sometimes I interpret this as a plea for 
help. Once you have experienced the love of God, you know the joy of living in the light. Sometimes due to 
life circumstances and/or our own choices, we are spending more time traveling in darkness and have lost 
sight of the joy of living in the light, of following Jesus. Malachi 4:2 states “But for you who revere my 
name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.” This reference can be found in the sec-
ond stanza where the author seeks the Sun of Righteousness to “shine on my path, and show me the way 
to the Father.” The refrain is inspired by 1 John 1:5 which states, “This is the message we have heard from 
him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.” This provides a direct 
quotation for the beginning of the refrain. The refrain also reminds us that Christ is light to the city of God 
and to all of God’s children. When we let this light shine in our hearts, it transforms us. It enables us to live 
in the light and let the light not only shine in our hearts but through our lives. 

 As we begin this journey of Advent, the start of a new Christian year, I want to encourage you to 
seek the light. Let us seek this light even more as we continue to learn how to live through what seems 
like a never-ending pandemic. Find ways to experience the light. Put yourself in situations where you can 
be warmed by the light of Christ. When we let the light permeate our lives, it will shine through us and 
light the path of others. Be the light of Christ to all you meet. Spread Christ’s light and love everywhere 
you go because when the world is lit by this light, there will not be any darkness. 



Below is our financial snapshot for October 
 

                          October 2020 
INCOME      Actual      Budget 
   
 Church Offering  $ 12,577.99   $ 18,558.67 
 Church Use   $          0.00   $      116.67  
 Div & Interest (Qtrly) $          0.00             $      625.00  
 Miscellaneous Income $          0.00 
 Thrift Shop   $   5,539.25    $   8,333.33 
 
 Total Oct Income  $ 18,117.24   $ 27,633.67 
 
EXPENSES 
 
 Total Sept Expenses $ 20,706.46   $ 27,634.01 
 
 
Again, I want to thank everyone for your financial support of our church.  Your support is 

heartwarming, encouraging and vital to those who are working hard to find new ways of connecting 
with everyone.  Stay safe and stay positive! 

   
Remember God is always walking in front of, beside and behind us. Thank you God! 
 
Diann Flanigan, Finance Committee Chairperson  

There are several ways to further support our church and other ministries before the end of 2020, some with 
significant tax advantages for you.  Please consider making an extra year-end gift: 
 
EXTRA CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION AS PART OF “THE CARES ACT”:  Before December 31, The Cares Act 
provides a way for people to make second-mile contributions to churches and charities, with significant tax 
advantages.  Some folks are discovering that it is to their advantage to make and extra contribution or pre-
pay some of their 2021 giving before the end of 2020.  Click this link for details:  click here. 
 

END-OF-YEAR GIVING IDEAS FLYER: This flyer highlights six “end-of-year giving options,” many of which offer 
tax benefits to the giver. Look it over and see if you might want to take advantage of any of these creative 

giving opportunities.  This flyer is accessed by the following links, and is available in English and Spanish. 
  
END-OF-YEAR-GIVING IDEAS VIDEO: This short video highlights some of the giving options available.  
 
NOTE FROM THE FLORIDA UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION:  Our 2020 blog and giving guide lists both 
local church ministries that are helping people weather their current financial storms, as well as United 
Methodist ministries like the Advance (mission support) and UMC Giving that make a difference year-round, 
but especially in these uncertain times.  More information is available by contacting Tom Wilkinson, the 
foundation’s vice president of church relations and new business, at twilkinson@fumf.org or 863-904-

2970, extension 7105. 

http://florida-email.brtapp.com/files/tables/emails/2788495/files/The+CARES+Act-+What+It+Means+For+Your+Giving.pdf
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!zuY55s3-HA-uUTK72pnQhyQiKMCDUoZ6fp5OypQxkceZ8i88cUTZNYfiqyN+ABWF0
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!zpgUTg-CZWyfGDfaOfkLs5zOulhlDEvfol01fXKz2p47DE97AksJoaX2B9nycXqMg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!CNJMyxXcmKE6QJEUSeuR44tHOxszBJotB1HfwXVIC0H-m3SJi9FaNmktyCri0y0Cg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!EOc9Oh1dSFm+f9PDCwG6tbKwYlCKoRhtzrveczTi83s1AxIz9SSUEhEx9SEKITVUw
mailto:twilkinson@fumf.org


A Note from Missions,  

2020 is coming to an end and I pray that 2021 will be better.  Many are waiting for things to get back to nor-
mal.  But as far as our church goes, we are staying as close to “normal” as possible. 
Many churches do not have their church functioning as well as our during this difficult time.  Our Committees 
met at first via zoom but now several are meeting once again in the Fellowship Hall.  We have been able from 
early on to have our Sunday Service on line but yet so much like our weekly services had been.   
 

We have Laity involvement, Anthems sung by our choir, hymns that are led so we can join in at home.  It still 
feels like Sunday Service.  I know of other churches that are unable to have all that we have, they have an 
abbreviated service with prayer & sermon.  Which is very important.  But for many having a full church ser-
vice helps us to all feel still connected and spiritually fed.  Many thanks to all who make this possible, week 
after week.  We are blessed.  And because we are blessed, we bless others. 
 

While some may have thought everything regarding church would-be put-on hold, we say no.  No, because 
now more than ever doing for others is vital. 
I still see the words of Jesus being acted out at SUMC.   
 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one  
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I, with them.” 
 

We have 4 churches and a community group working together all year to be the light of  
Christ in a fragile world.  By the end of December, Soul Cafe will have prepared over 4000 hot meals to feed 
our seniors and others in need in our community.  This was done with about 35 volunteers working various 
weeks. 
 

Since we are not having our regular drive for Christmas gifts for families living in the hotel, but still want to 
help families. We found another way.  We are supporting the work of the Salvation Army’s Angel Trees.  
There are two trees in Walmart.  You can take a tag, shop right in Walmart & drop off your gifts at the table 
near the Angel Trees. 
 

SUMC has responded in a big way to the Gift Card drive for children living in the United Methodist Children’s 
Home with over $600.00 in gift cards. 
 
We are all being blessed and we bless one another as we reach out to others.   
 

With Blessings & much gratitude I wish you a  
Merry Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New Year 
Donna Oborne, Mission Chair 
 



Happy Anniversary December 
Don & Lisa Davis December 9 
 

Happy Birthday December 
Ed Ortner  December 12 
John Gill  December 15 
Margit Hollifield December 17 
George Schulze December 17 
Judy Gallagher  December 25 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Pastor Bible 

Study 10 am FH/

Zoom 

 

2 

Ed’s Computer 

Group 1 pm FH 

3 

UMW  

FH Afternoon 

 

Virtual Choir  7 pm  

Zoom 

4 

UMW FH 

8 am—5 pm 

5 

UMW Christmas 

Under the Oaks 

10 am—2 pm 

UMW FH 8 am—

4 pm 

6 

9 am Worship FH 

10 am Worship 

Live Stream 

11:15 am Worship 

Sanctuary 

3 pm LOL  

7 

Soul Café 9 am 

Barb F  Sm Group 

Zoom 10 am 

8 

Pastor Bible 

Study 10 am FH/

Zoom 

9 

Ed’s Computer 

Group 1 pm FH 

10 

 

 

 

Virtual Choir 

7pm Zoom 

11 12 

13 

9 am Worship FH 

10 am Worship 

Live Stream 

11:15 am Worship 

Sanctuary 

3 pm LOL  

14 

Soul Café 9 am 

FH 

Barb F Sm Group 

10 am Zoom 

Lois P Sm. Group  

2 pm FH 

15 

Pastor Bible 

Study 10 am FH/

Zoom 

16 

Ed ‘s Computer 

Group 1 pm FH 

17 

 

Virtual Choir 7 pm 

Zoom 

18 19 

20 

Cantata 

Livestream Only  

10 am 

Facebook 

21 

Soul Café 9 am 

FH 

Barb F Sm Group 

10 am Zoom 

22 

Pastor Bible  

Study 10 am  FH/

Zoom 

23 24 

Christmas Eve Can-

dlelight Service   

7 pm outside across 

from church office  

RSVP 

4 pm Virtual Christ-

mas Eve on Facebook 

25 

Merry Christmas 

 

26 

27 

Lessons & Carols 

Livestream only 

10 am  

Facebook 

28 

Soul Café FH 9 

am  

Barb F Sm Group 

10 am Zoom 

Lois P Sm Group 

2 pm FH 

29 30 

 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

 

Happy New Year 

 



Pastor John Gill 

Pastor’s cell 321-794-0010 

johngillumc@bellsouth.net 
Church Office: 772-589-5230 

Thrift Shop Direct Line:  772-388-0405 

sebastianumc@bellsouth.net 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service    7 p.m.  

In-person, outside across from church office 
Singing, Communion, Candlelighting 

Face Covering Required 
 
Please RSVP  church office (if you leave a message, 
give your name and number in your party) 
772-589-5230 

There will be no in-person  worship 

on these dates 

 

December 20—Cantata 
December 27—Lessons & Carols 

Facebook only 

www.facebook.com/sebastianumc  

http://www.facebook.com/sebastianumc

