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It’s autumn again, and life is speeding up. No more coins in
the parking meters here in Stone Harbor, leaves are turning,
kids are back in school, and fall stewardship is in full swing
(a plug for Bill Haines). Wouldn't it be good to ﬁnd a spiritual discipline for these days that would remind us of the pace
and the blessings of summer? Now is a good 7me to open your Bibles
when you go home and read the Song of Songs. It's a forgoEen book,
hidden away between pragma7c Ecclesiastes and monumental Isaiah,
but if you look, you'll ﬁnd it, shining with summer's golden light. And
to get a preview, join the Adult Forum today (in the chapel, 9-9:45
am). We’re discussing it...and some of its spicier parts. kg
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This week at St. Mary’s Oct. 21, 2018
TODAY 9 am Adult Forum
MON 11 am Branches Eucharist

An overwhelming majority of people say they don’t
feel comfortable speaking about faith, most of the
2me. We must work together to revive sacred speech
and rekindle conﬁdence in the vocabulary of faith.
(excerpt NYT 10/14/2018 “We Need to Talk About God”). The Adult
Forum and conTEXTS aEempt to provide a 7me for each of us to
have such God-talks. Those conversa7ons are open to anyone with
such an interest. The conTEXTS topic for this Wednesday will be
announced on our church website tomorrow.

TUES 8 pm AA mee7ng

WEDS 5 pm Choir
6:30 pm conTEXTS
FRI 10 am Alanon

SUN 9 am Adult Forum
11 am Congregaonal Meeng

Next Sunday (October 28) Lutherans and many other
Protestants in America will celebrate Reformation Sunday. It’s an annual celebration on the last Sunday of
October. Reformation Sunday honors Martin Luther's
bold action on October 31, 1517. On that date Luther posted his statement
of faith, known as the 95 Theses, on the door of Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, thus beginning the Protestant Reformation. On January 6,
2001 another bold action was proclaimed when the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America officially announced that it had entered into full communion with the Episcopal Church. As sisters and brothers in Christ, who
now share this communion partnership, on Reformation Sunday we will
send our greetings to the folks at Our Saviour Lutheran Church across the
street. You can be a part of that greeting by signing the letter that can be
found in the parish hall today. We will deliver the letter this week.

Save the date! Thursday,
Nov. 8th 11 AM in the Church
Hall. Guest speaker will
present a music program
called "Down Memory Lane - Doo
Wop". Bring your bag lunch, bring a
friend. We are reques7ng a $5 voluntary contribu7on toward a fund
for current and future speaker fees.
Birthday Blessings to
David Kowalski on Oct.
21st, Kay Denson on Oct.
23rd, and Margaret Conrad
& Dave Kowalski on Oct. 27th!

All Saints’ Sunday is right around the corner (Nov. 4). We would
like to personalize this Sunday for you by remembering the
names of your loved ones, now in God’s Kingdom, on that Sunday. Here’s how we will do that: 1) you can write the names of your loved ones
(no limit) in our All Saints’ Memorial Book that will be found in the parish hall
this Sunday and next; and 2) you may bring a framed picture for the sanctuary.
Please leave your picture in the church oﬃce aNer Sunday, Oct. 28. On All
Saints’ Sunday, the Memorial Book will be placed on the Altar and I will oﬀer a
prayer for all those whose names have been listed in the Memorial Book. kg

From the Finance Commi-ee—
We would like to
wrap up our Pledge
Campaign and
begin work on the
2019 budget. Please
return your pledge card to
the church as soon as
possible. Thank you!

Do we have a say in choosing our next Rector?
As part of the process of discernment towards calling a new Rector for St. Mary’s,
your Discernment Committee is inviting and encouraging you to participate in
Congregational Conversations scheduled for Sunday, October 28th, in our
Parish Hall, after the 10:00 AM service.
Rhonda Jackson, our Diocesan Consultant, will lead us in organized, small group discussions that will
enable every voice in the congregation to be heard as we develop St. Mary’s profile that will be used to
attract potential candidates to our church. THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THAT
PROFILE.
In an effort to keep all of you informed of our progress as we move through the tasks leading up to
calling and welcoming a new Rector, we will be sending out periodic emails with updates as we move
through each task (to the limit allowed by the Diocese).
First steps have already started:
• Vestry and Discernment Committee Orientation was completed on Sunday, October 14th.
• Commissioning Discernment Committee – This will be held at the 10:00 AM service on
October 28th.
• Congregational Conversation – October 28th after the 10:00 AM service
Next Steps:
• Anti-racial training for Vestry and Committee – Date TBD
• Financial Audit and Building Inspections
• Update Parish Directory – perhaps with photos
• Information gathering to develop and upgrade our church Profile.
• Complete information for the Office of Transition Ministry, Episcopal Digital Network and
Transition Ministry Network and post to St. Mary’s Website.
• Based on potential candidate responses received, determine if further “advertising” is needed.
• Maintain Confidentiality
Time to Look at Candidates:
• Construct Applicant Screening Questions
• Communicate steps in the process to candidates and our congregation.
• Compile Interview Questions
• Screen and Interview Candidates
• Select two-three Candidates
• Maintain Confidentiality
Final Steps:
• Recommend Candidates to the Vestry
• Vestry will notify the Bishop of the selected candidate
• Bishop will make the call
A New Beginning:
• Prepare for arrival of our new Rector – celebration, hospitality, rectory, etc.
As Chairman of the Discernment Committee, I ask that each of you support your committee by sharing
your concerns and ideas, and, most importantly, with your prayers that the Holy Spirit is with us during
this process so that we call a Rector “meant to be” for St. Mary’s. And remember . . . “don’t fear change”.
We can adapt to it!!

Janet Proulx, Chairman
for the Discernment Committee

