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Introduction 

 
The Acts 2:41 
So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added 
about three thousand souls.  

 

We live in a Day when both formal and long- term Commitment is a very 

rare Commodity. So, it should come as no Surprise that Church Membership is 

such a low Priority to so many Believers. Sadly, it is not Uncommon today for 

Christians to move from one Church to another- sometimes quite often- never 

fully submitting themselves to the Care of Elders; and never fully committing 

themselves to a Group of fellow Believers.   

Too often today, the modern Church does not resemble the Portrait given in 

the Bible- one which showed an assembled Group of redeemed and committed 

Souls- who had the same Mind and Heart (1Corinthians 1:10); who were in “one 

Accord” (The Acts 2:1); and who were formally connected by four things which 

distinguished them from every other Group on earth: 

 

1.​ The Apostle’s Teaching 
2.​ The Breaking of Bread (Communion) 
3.​ Godly Fellowship 
4.​ Effectual and Fervent Prayer (The Acts 2:42) 

 

Today the Church is a loose and informal Connection of people (some saved 

and many who are not)- who are joined on the Basis of a variety of things- many 

of which are Temporary and Unstable (and sometimes even Untrue); and which 

change over time.  Trying to keep this kind of “Union” together has put pressure 

on the Leadership of the modern Church to emphasize things that do not matter 

at the expense of things that do matter. 

Even though it is done all the time- but for genuine Believers to neglect (or to 

refuse) to join a Church as a formal Member reflects a fundamental 

Misunderstanding of what a biblical Church is; and of the individual Believer’s 

Responsibility to the Body of Christ. In addition, it also cuts one off from the 

many Joys, Blessings, and Opportunities that flow from this wonderful 

Commitment.  

Because so many of us in this Church are coming from a Background in which 

formal Church Membership was Non-existent (and even preached against)- it is 

Essential for us to understand just what a formal System of Church Membership 

actually is- and why it matters.  I pray that this Message will help us to realize 

that we were Wrong ( I was Wrong) about this Issue; and to solidify in our Hearts 

the Need we have in this Church to enter into a System of formal Church 

Membership. 

As you are aware, I have struggled with the Issue of formal Church 

Membership for over two years now. I first came to realize the Need to do 
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something about Membership when so many people who attended this Church 

(some for several years) felt the Liberty to just leave without Notice or 

Explanation to me or anyone else.  Every Church has people who come and go.  

Always have- always will.  Formal Membership won’t stop that- but that Type of 

“spiritual Divorce” is both Painful and Disruptive to the entire Church especially 

if that person is in a Position of Leadership. 

So, I realized that some type of official Membership was needed in our Church- 

and I began to explore just how to do this.  I want you to know that I didn’t just 

“wing” this.  I haven’t simply thrown something together.  I have been in contact 

with over 50 Churches and Pastors and Elders from all around the Country- some 

very large; some very small.  I have bought and read several Books; listened to 

Tapes; E-mailed; and written and telephoned people from all around the Nation to 

sit and listen and learn the Pros and Cons of this Endeavor.  Elder Vern took the 

Lead on this Task. 

 

First Things First 

 

Sitting in John MacArthur’s Church in March of 2005 at a Shepherd’s 

Conference and surrounded by over 4,000 pastors from all over the World who 

were of like- minded Faith as we are- it suddenly dawned on me that there was no 

Way to effectively ask anyone to be a Member until I produced a written 

“Doctrinal Statement” which clearly outlined what we believe; and why; as well as 

what we teach.  I began that task in the Middle of March and it took until 

December of that year before I finished it and published the Results.   

The “Doctrinal Statement” can never and should never replace the Scriptures, 

but it is a workable Document which will cause all Teaching and all Ministry to be 

Consistent and Standardized- so that everyone will be taught the same thing.  All 

Leaders will be required to stick to the “Doctrinal Statement” if they are to 

minister in this Church. 

I then realized that I still couldn’t ask anyone to be a Member until I produced 

a written set of “By-Laws” which outlined how we would organize and operate the 

Church.  That task took me from December 2005 until November of this year. 

Now is Time for me to make the Case for formal Church Membership.   

 

Respectfully Submitted for the Glory of God, 

 

Blair Bradley 

Gulfport, Mississippi 

December 2006 
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The Definition of Church Membership 

 

When an individual has personally experienced the Miracle of the New 

Birth; been Justified; and been adopted- he automatically becomes a Member of 

the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13).  He is now in Fellowship with all living 

saints throughout the World and is part of the current visible Representation of 

the one true Church that began over 2,000 years ago.  Because he is now united to 

Christ as well as the other Members of the Body in this Way, he is therefore 

qualified to become a Member of a local Expression of that universal Body. 

To become a Member of a Church then, is to formally commit oneself to an 

identifiable, visible, and specific local Body of Believers who have joined together 

for specific, divinely- ordained Purposes. These Purposes include: 

 

�​ Receiving instruction from God’s Word (1Timothy 4:13; 2Timothy 4:2) 

�​ Serving and edifying one another through Encouragement, Correction, and 
Chastisement through the proper use of Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:3-8; 1Corinthians 
12:4-31; 1Peter 4:10&11) 

�​ Participating in the Ordinances of the Church (Luke 22:19; The Acts 2:38-42) 

�​ Proclaiming the Gospel to those who are Lost (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

It is simply Impossible on a practical Level to carry out all of these biblical 

Purposes without formal Church Membership 

 

The Basis for Church Membership 

 

Although Scripture does not contain an explicit Command to formally “join” 

a local Church, the Bible does give an implicit Foundation for formal Church 

Membership- and that Foundation permeates the entire New Testament! This 

biblical Basis can be seen most clearly in four distinct Areas:  

 

1.​ The Example of the early Church’s Operation  
2.​ The Existence of a formal Church Government 
3.​ The Implementation of Church Discipline, 
4.​ The Exhortation to Mutual Edification 

 

1.  The Example of the Early Church’s Operation 

 

In the early Years of Christianity, coming to Christ was equated with 

coming to the Church. The Concept of anyone experiencing Salvation without 

belonging to a local Church cannot be found anywhere in the New Testament. 
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When individuals repented and believed in Christ, they were baptized and “added 

to the Church” (The Acts 2:41, 47; 5:14; 16:5).  

More than simply living out a personal and private Commitment to Christ, 

this practically meant joining together formally with other Believers in a local 

Assembly and devoting themselves to the Apostles’ Teaching; Fellowship, the 

Breaking of Bread; and Prayer (The Acts 2:42). 
The Epistles of the New Testament were written to specific Churches. In 

the Case of the few Epistles written to individuals—such as Philemon, Timothy and 

Titus—these Individuals were Leaders in local Churches.  The New Testament 

Epistles themselves demonstrate that the Lord assumed that Believers would be 

formally committed to a local Assembly. 

In addition, there is ample Evidence in the New Testament that just as 

there was a ”list” of Widows who were eligible for Support (1Timothy 5:9), there 

may well have been some type of formal “List” of Members which grew as people 

were saved. 

 

The Acts 2:41 
Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand souls. 
 

The Acts 2:46&47 
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 
 
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved. 
 

The Acts 5:14 
And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 
 

The Acts 16:4&5 
4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that 
were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem. 
 
5 And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily. 
 

​ In the Bible, when a Believer moved from one City to another- a “Letter of 

Commendation” was often written by his old Church to the new Church. (The Acts 
18:27; Romans 16:1; Colossians 4:10; 2Corinthians 3:1&2) 

In The Book of the Acts, much of the Terminology that Luke used makes 

sense only in that he had some Concept of formal Church Membership. Phrases 

such as “the whole congregation”(6:5), “the church in Jerusalem”(8:1), “the disciples” in 
Jerusalem (9:26), “in every church” (14:23), “the whole church”(15:17), and “the elders 
of the church” in Ephesus (20:17), all suggest recognizable and definable Church 

Membership with well-understood Boundaries (also see 1Corinthians 5:4; 14:23; 
and Hebrews 10:25). 
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Point 1: The man who was used by God to write The Book of the Acts of the 
Apostles (Dr. Luke) used Terminology that lends itself to assume that there 

was some form of official Membership in the early Church.  

2.  The Existence of a Formal Church Government 

 

The consistent Pattern of Government throughout the New Testament is 

that a plurality of Elders is to oversee each local Body of Believers. But in  

practical Terms, the specific Duties and Responsibilities given to these Elders 

would have been impossible to accomplish without having a clearly defined Group 

or “List” of Church Members, who were under their constant Care. 

Among other things, the Elders are responsible to: 

 

�​ Shepherd God’s people (The Acts 20:28) 

�​ To Labor diligently among them (1Thessaloninas 5:12) 

�​ To Have charge over them (1Thessalonins 5:12; 1Timothy 5:17) 

�​ To Keep watch over their souls (Hebrews 13:17) 
 

The Scriptures clearly teach that the Elders will have to “give an Account” to 

God for the Individuals who were allotted to their Charge (Hebrews 13:17; 1Peter 

5:3)  

Those Responsibilities require that there be a distinguishable, mutually 

understood Membership in the local Church. Elders can shepherd the people and 

give an Account to God for their spiritual Well-being only if they know who they 

are; they can provide Oversight only if they know those for whom they are 

Responsible; and they can fulfill their Duty to shepherd the Flock only if they 

know who is Part of the Flock and who is not.   

The Elders of a Church are not Responsible for the spiritual Well-being of 

every Individual, who simply visits the Church, or who attends sporadically.  But 

they are Responsible before God to “shepherd those Souls” who have submitted 

themselves to the Care and the Authority of the Elders. And this can only be done 

effectively- through the Vehicle of formal Church Membership. 

In addition to having a formal Membership in the Church- there must also, 

of practical Necessity, be a formal Leadership.  The Scriptures teach that the 

Elders of the Church have to be definable men- who formally hold their Positions 

in the Church.  If this were not true- then no one could fulfill Scripture when it 

commands Believers to submit to their Elders.  Hebrews 13:17 says: 

 

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for 
that is unprofitable for you. 
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The Question for each Believer then is, “Who are your Elders?” and those 

men serving as Elders have to be Distinguishable from the Deacons; and other 

Leaders in the Church- in order for Believers to know who to submit to.  The one 

who has refused to join a local Church and entrust himself to the Care and the 

Authority of the ordained Elders- has no Leaders and is a “Law unto himself”.  

For that person, Obedience to Hebrews 13:17 is simply Impossible.  

So, in order for the Believer to know who to submit to; and in order for the 

Elders to know who to shepherd- requires formal and definable Membership. 

 

Point 2:  The Church that is recorded in The Book of the Acts of the Apostles 
had a formal Church Government.  But that Government would have 

been Ineffective at best unless there had also been a formal Membership. 

 

3.  The Implementation of Church Discipline 

 

In Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus outlines the Way the Church is to seek the 

Restoration of a Believer- who has fallen into Sin—a four-Step Process commonly 

known as, “Church Discipline”.  

First, when a brother sins, he is to be confronted privately by a single 

Individual (v. 15). If he repents- then the Matter ends right there.  But if the 

sinning Believer refuses to repent, that Individual is to take one or two other 

Believers along to confront him the second Time (v. 16). If the sinning Believer 

repents- then the Matter ends at this Point.  But if the offending Believer 

continues to rebel against the two or three and persist in his Sin, then the red- 

letter Words of Jesus commands them to tell it to the Church publicly (v. 17). If 

there is still no Repentance, the final Step is to formally put the person out of the 

Assembly (v. 17; 1Corinthians 5:1-13). 

The biblical Exercise of Church Discipline according to Matthew 18 and 

other Passages (1Corinthians 5:1-13; 1Timothy 5:20; Titus 3:10&11) is impossible to 

fully carry out (on a practical Level) without formal Membership- because it 

presupposes that the Elders of a Church understand to whom the Discipline is to 

be exercised. And unless there is an official Way in which Believers willfully and 

formally submit to biblical Discipline, the Elders would have no Authority to 

implement it- especially in our litigious Society.  

For example, the Elders of the Covenant of Peace Church would have no 

Authority to implement all four Steps of Church Discipline on the Members of a 

Church down the street- even though, technically, we are all Members in 

particular of the Worldwide Body of Jesus Christ.   

Regrettably, the widespread Lack of Understanding about formal Church 

Membership on both the Believers and the Elders part- has created an 

unworkable Environment where fewer and fewer Churches are able to implement 

all four Steps of biblical Discipline on sinning Members.  This places the Body of 

Jesus Christ in the terrible Position of being in willful Disobedience to her Head. 
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Point 3:  The Head of the Church (Jesus) requires Church Discipline to 

exist and function according to His Standards.  The four Steps of Church 

Discipline are Unworkable and Unattainable without formal 

Membership. 

 

4.  The Exhortation to Mutual Edification 

 

The New Testament teaches that the Church is the Body of Jesus Christ, 

and that God has called every Member to a Life devoted to the Health of the Body. 

In other words, Scripture exhorts all Believers to edify the other Members by 

practicing all the “one-anothers” of the New Testament (Hebrews 10:24&25) and by 

exercising their spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:6-8; 1Corinthians 12:4-7; 1Peter 4:10&11).  

Mutual Edification can only take place in the Context of the Corporate 

Body of Christ. Exhortations to this kind of Ministry presuppose that Believers 

have committed themselves to other Believers in a specific local Assembly. Formal 

Church Membership is simply the best Way to make that Scriptural Commitment 

practical. 

 

Point 4: Due to the fact that human beings periodically sin, to base 

mutual Edification on human Relationships (Friendship) alone is neither 

Productive nor Sustainable- long term.  Formal Membership provides 

the best Vehicle to achieve the mutual Edification that Scripture 

demands.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Living out a Scriptural Commitment to a local Church involves many 

Responsibilities. Among them are:  

 

�​ Exemplifying a godly Lifestyle in the Community 

�​ Exercising one’s spiritual Gifts in diligent Service 

�​ Contributing financially to the Work of the Ministry 

�​ Giving and receiving Admonishment with Meekness and in Love 

�​ Faithfully participating in Corporate Worship.  
 

By examining the four Points made in this Report together, a strong Case 

can be made that by implementing formal Church Membership in the Covenant of 

Peace Church, we can become more in line with that Church that is recorded in 

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles and more able to fully obey the biblical 

Requirements that Scripture places upon the Church. 
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Point 1: The man who wrote The Book of the Acts of the Apostles (Luke) used 

Terminology that lends itself to assume that there was some Form of official 

Membership in the early Church. 

 

Point 2:  The Church that is recorded in The Book of the Acts of the Apostles had a 

formal Church Government; and that Government would have been Ineffective at 

best unless there had also been a formal Membership. 

 

Point 3:  The Head of the Church (Jesus) requires Church Discipline to exist and 

that it functions according to His Standards.  The four Steps of Church Discipline  

are Unworkable and Unattainable without formal Membership. 

 

Point 4: Due to the fact that human beings periodically sin, to base Mutual 

Edification on human Relationships (Friendship) alone- is neither Productive nor 

Sustainable- long term.  Formal Membership provides the best Vehicle to achieve 

the Mutual Edification that Scripture demands.  

 

Much is expected in and from a real Church because much is at stake.   

According to Scripture, the Church is the only visible Representation of Jesus 

Christ to the World.  The Church is the Repository for Divinely inspired Truth. 

And so, those who make up the Church must be Redeemed, Bought, and Faithful.   

When every Believer is Faithful to this Level of Commitment, the Church is 

then able to live up to her Calling as Christ’s Representative here on earth. To put 

it simply: 

   

Formal Membership is the only practical Vehicle which allows the 

local Church to be in complete Subjection to Jesus Christ and to fully 

obey her Head and that is why it matters. 

 

I love you all.  The Grace of our Lord be with your spirit. Amen.  Be watchful and 

quicken your pace. 

 

Pastor Blair 
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