
BOTTOM LINE: 
The books of poetry are full of praise and wisdom. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will memorize the next 5 books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon.

KEY PASSAGE: 
�r���r��������, Listen to Wisdom

MEMORY VERSE: 
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
�od�s��ooks�o���oetr��are�not�s�m�l���rett��verses���he��are��lled���th��ra�se�to�our�
God and wisdom for daily living.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

We praise you for all you have done and how great you are! 

I�����������m���
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT
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“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
�ave�all�the��fth�s�xth�graders�(whatever�the�oldest�age��n�the�room�ma��be��read�the�
verse��rst.��hen�add�the�next�grade�down�and�re�eat.��dd�the�next�grade�down��and�
re�eat.��ee��re�eat�ng�unt�l�ever�one��s�read�ng�together. 

SMALL GROUP: 
�ave�the�k�ds�s�ng�the�memor��verse��n�the�st�le�of�the�r�favor�te��o��rock�s�nger.�

MEMORY VERSE
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BETTER THAN SHAKESPEARE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
None

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 1M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Mike and Elaine - Bible fans

Mike and Elaine enter.

MIKE� Hey guys, I�m M�ke� 

ELAINE� And I�m Ela�ne� 

MIKE: And we are Bible fanatics! 

ELAINE� And today, we are tak�ng a break from h�story to talk about �oetry� 

MIKE� �oetry� �ou mean there�s �oetry �n the B�ble� 

ELAINE� �ome on, M�ke, you know the m�ddle of the B�ble �s �lled w�th �oetry� 

MIKE� �es I do, Ela�ne� �here are �ve books of �oetry, �ve very d�fferent books 
w�th �oems that �ra�se God and teach us about God�s w�sdom� 

ELAINE� �ell let�s get to them� 

MIKE� �he �rst book �s a narrat�ve �oem about a man named Job, who had a very 
bad day� 

ELAINE: How bad was it? 

MIKE� It was so bad, he lost h�s fam�ly, all h�s wealth, and even h�s health� 

ELAINE� Oh no� 



SKIT
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MIKE� He was �n such �a�n, he was scratch�ng h�mself w�th shards of �ottery to get 
some rel�ef� But no matter what ha��ened, he ke�t h�s fa�th �n God� 

ELAINE� �e can �retend to scratch our arms as a hand-mot�on to remember Job� 

MIKE� Great �dea� �hen we can l�ft one hand to Heaven for the book of �salms� 

ELAINE� �hat�s a great �dea� �salms �s a collect�on of ��0 songs of �ra�se to our 
God� So let�s l�ft our hand to �ra�se God w�th �salms� 

MIKE� Next comes the book of �roverbs, wh�ch conta�ns the w�sdom of Solomon and 
other w�se teachers��(�o�n�s�h�s��ng�r�����h����ds� If you l�sten to �roverbs, you w�ll be 
w�se �ndeed� 

ELAINE� Hey, that�s a good hand mot�on for �roverbs� �o�nt your �nger l�ke you�re 
teach�ng someth�ng �m�ortant� 

MIKE: I like it! I like it! 

ELAINE� Next comes the book of Eccles�astes, another book of w�sdom from Solomon 
�n wh�ch he tells us that everyth�ng, exce�t lov�ng God, �s mean�ngless� So let�s shrug 
our shoulders to remember Eccles�astes means everyth�ng other than lov�ng God �s 
mean�ngless� 

MIKE� F�nally, we come to Song of Solomon, a �oem about love and marr�age� 

ELAINE� �hey go together l�ke a horse and carr�age� 

MIKE� Let�s �retend we�re �utt�ng a r�ng on our �ngers to re�resent marr�age - and 
Song of Solomon� 

ELAINE� Let�s rev�ew our books of �oetry one more t�me� Scratch your arm for Job� L�ft 
your hand �n �ra�se for �salms� �o�nt your �nger to remember the w�sdom of �roverbs� 
Shrug your shoulders for Eccles�astes, and �ut a r�ng on your �nger for Song of 
Solomon� 

MIKE� Next week, we�ll memor��e all ��0 of the �salms� 

ELAINE� �hat���� 

MIKE� Just k�dd�ng� 



During the middle 10 lessons of this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. 
Instead, use this time to teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

�oda� �e�re learn�ng about the books of poetr�� �here are onl� �ve poetr� books �n the 
��ble, and each one has someth�ng un�que to sa�� 

Job �s the �rst book of poetr�, and �t tells the stor� of a man �ho had ever�th�ng and 
lost �t all� God allo�ed Job, a fa�thful man, to be put to the test� Job �as left ��th noth�ng 
- no propert�, no ch�ldren, not even h�s health� He �as scratch�ng h�mself ��th broken 
potter� to rel�eve the pa�nful sores on h�s bod�, but through �t all, he kept h�s fa�th �n 
God� Let�s scratch our arms to help us remember the stor� of Job� 

�salms �s the longest book �n the ��ble�(�os��������rs�, a book f�lled ��th songs and 
poems of pra�se� Let�s l�ft our hand h�gh to God to help us remember �salms� 

�roverbs �s a book �lled ��th ��sdom �n �h�ch the ��se K�ng Solomon sa�s, “�� son, 
l�sten to m� teach�ng�� Let�s po�nt our �nger l�ke Solomon to remember �roverbs� 

�ccles�astes �s another book of Solomon� Solomon tells us that ever�th�ng �n th�s �orld 
�s mean�ngless because onl� God �s eternal� Let�s shrug our shoulders as �f to sa�, “It�s 
all mean�ngless�� �hen �e remember �ccles�astes� 

And �nall�, Song of Solomon �s a poem about the love bet�een a husband and a ��fe� 
�retend to put a �edd�ng r�ng on �our �nger, and let that be a rem�nder about the Song 
of Solomon� 

Let�s rev�e� these one more t�me� 

����at�th�� ��v���oo�s�and�th��r�hand�mot�ons���th�th����ds�2���t�m�s��hen�
rev�e��all��he����ks�fr�m��enes�s������ng��f���l�m�n�to��ra��u��th��lesson.

HAND MOTION LESSON
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150 PENNIES

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A big pile of pennies
Two cups

INSTRUCTIONS: 
�hoose�t�o��la�ers�for�th�s�game���he�k�ds���ll�race�to�be�the��rst�to�co�nt�and�collect�
150 pennies (one for each Psalm) in their cup. First one to 150 wins. 

VARIATION: 
This can also be a beat the clock challenge, where one player tries to collect or sort 150 
pennies in 60 seconds or less. 

�H���S��H���O�N���
The books of poetry are full of praise and wisdom. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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BOTTOM LINE: 
The books of poetry are full of praise and wisdom. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will memorize the next 5 books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon.

KEY PASSAGE: 
�r���r��������, Listen to Wisdom

INTRO:
�e�ve a��roached the half way �oint� not only of the Old �estament� but the �ible itself� 
�he books of history make u� a big chunk of the �ible� and they�re full of stories� 
history� laws� and hard lessons for us all� �et�s see if you can remember those �� books 
with me. 

Review the books as a group from Genesis through Esther, with the hand motions. 

So far� the books of the �ible have given us the story of God and man from the 
beginning u� to the time when the Israelites returned from exile� �hat�s a lot of time� 
and that�s a lot of hard lessons learned� Right after the �� books of history we�ve 
covered� the �ible takes a break to give us not more history� but �oetry� 

�he �ible doesn�t give us just one ty�e of �oem either� It gives us �ve distinct books of 
�oetry that are �lled with wisdom and �raise to our God� 

Some people think that poetry is hard to understand. Poetry can be very symbolic and 
�retty� It can also be hard to follow� �ut other �eo�le say �oetry is better at hel�ing us 
understand big ideas than regular writing� God�s books of �oetry are �lled with lovely 
�raise to our God� but they�re also full of something we all need� God�s wisdom� �isten 
to the words of King Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, as he starts the book of 
Proverbs. 

READ �r���r��������



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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MAIN POINT: 
One of the great things about �oetry is that it is easier to learn and remember than 
regular writing. The way poetry is written makes it easier for all of us to memorize than 
long paragraphs. 

The wisdom found in Proverbs and the other books of poetry can help us to live the way 
God wants us to live� �e �nd advice in �roverbs for s�ending money� for getting an 
education� for loving others� for loving God� and so much more� 

God wants us to be wise� and he wants us to �raise and honor his name� �he books of 
�oetry can hel� us do both� �hey can teach us about living for God� and they can �ll our 
hearts with songs of praise. 

DRIVE IT HOME: 
�he �rst book of �oetry is a narrative �oem� a �oem that tells a story� �he book of Job 
tells the story of a man who loved God very much� He was extremely wealthy� and 
he had a huge family� �hen God allowed Job to be tested� to see if his faith was true� 
Everything Job possessed was taken away from him, and his friends told him to forget 
about God� but Job held true to his faith� Job�s story is a great tale about �erseverance 
and keeping our faith in bad times. 

�he next book is the�one��e�th�n��o��as�the longest ���� in the �ible�be�a�se��t�has�the�
most��ha�ters�����s the book of �salms� King David wrote many of the �salms� and 
every one of them is a song of �raise to God� �he �salms can lift our hearts when we 
feel down� and they can hel� us �raise God in good times and bad. 

David�s son Solomon wrote most of the next book� �roverbs� and the entire fourth book� 
�cclesiastes� �hese books are �lled with Solomon�s collected wisdom� �roverbs is 
mostly the wise sayings of the wise king� while �cclesiastes is Solomon�s re�ection on 
his life� Solomon tells us in �cclesiastes that everything a�art from our faith in God is 
meaningless� and he urges us to focus on God and enjoying the blessings we have� 

Solomon also wrote the �fth book of �oetry� Song of Solomon� �his is a love �oem� a 
�oem that teaches us about the ama�ing love of a husband and a wife� It�s a beautiful 
�oem that shows us God�s design for a ha��y� loving marriage� 

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon are books of poetry that 
have more to offer us than �retty words� �he books of �oetry teach us to �raise God 
and to follow his wisdom. If we learn the words of these books and apply them to our 
lives, we will be wiser and more grateful people. 
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

We praise you for all you have done and how great you are! 

I�����������m���
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
�ho�can�remember�the��rst��ve�books�and�the�t�elve�h�stor��books���th�the�r�hand�
mot�ons��

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
2���moth����1�
�ave�the�k�ds�s�ng�the�memor��verse��n�the�st�le�of�the�r�favor�te��o��rock�s�nger.�

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:�
Read �r���r��������

�h���s�kno��ng�God�s���sdom��m�ortant��

�hat�else�do��e�get�from�the�books�of��oetr���

ACTIVITY:
Review the hand motions with the kids for the poetry books. 

�ob�-�Scratch��our�arm�
�salms�-���ft�a�hand��n��ra�se�
�roverbs�-��o�nt�l�ke�a�teacher�
�ccles�astes�-�Shrug,�because��t�s�all�mean�ngless�
Song�of�Solomon�-��ut�a�“�edd�ng�r�ng��on��our��nger�

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for the books of poetry and all we can learn from them. 

I�����������m���
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
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WHICH BOOK IS WHICH? 

This book is all about love and marriage. 
SONG OF SOLOMON

�h�s����k�sa�s����s�all�m�an�ngl�ss���th��t������
ECCLESIASTES

This book is about a man having a very bad day. 
JOB

This book is about wisdom. 
PROVERBS

This book is full of songs to God. 
PSALMS

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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         �N�THE�CAR�
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
God�s�books�of��oetry�are�not�s�m�ly��retty�verses���hey�are�f�lled���th��ra�se�to�
our�God�and���sdom�for�da�ly�l�v�ng���r���r��������,�L�sten�to���sdom

�����HANG�NG�O�T�
�ake�th�s��eek�s�lesson�real�
Ask�the�k�ds�to�teach�you�the�hand�mot�ons�they�learned�to�hel��them�remember�the�
�oetry�books�of�the���ble��See��f�they�can�remember�all�of�the�books�from�the�
beg�nn�ng�

     AT�D�NNER�
�ere�are�some�great�d�scuss�on�starters�
-��hat�are�the��ve�books�of��oetry��
-��hat�do��e��nd��n�the�book�of�Psalms��
-��hat�else�do��e��nd��n�the�books�of��oetry�that�can�hel��us�every�day��

AT�BEDT�ME�
Qu���your�ch�ld�on�th�s��eek�s�memory�verse��
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

������ARENT�T�ME�
�hat�you�need�to�kno��
�he�books�of��oetry�are�full�of��ra�se�songs�and���sdom�for�da�ly�l�fe��Read�some�
Psalms�and�Proverbs���th�your�k�ds�th�s��eek,�and�ask�them��f�they�can�tell��hat�the�
author��s�try�ng�to�teach�through�the�r��oetry��
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Each week, the kids will cut out and make “book spines” for the books of the Bible they 
learn that week. The goal is by the end of the series, they will be able to put all of these 
crafts end to end on a wall or other display at home to show all the books of the Bible 
lined up, if they so choose. 

Use construction paper to cut out the book ends. They can either do different colored 
strips for each book and paste them onto another piece of paper, or they can use one 
color and use a marker to draw lines to divide the books. Help them write the book 
names on each book “spine” in order. 

�h�s��eek�s�b��ks�are�
��b
�salms
�r�verbs
�ccles�as�es
S�ng��f�S�l�m�n

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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