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Music is a vibrant and vital part of our culture and
essential to our development as intelligent and

expressive people. Whether it is within the worship life of

a community of faith, the multiplicity of venues in our
secular society, or simply for personal satisfaction, music
can inspire, empower, comfort, and move us in ways that

bring wholeness and vitality to our lives.

Mount Calvary Academy of Music
Mount Calvary Academy of Music is a non-profit, independent organization that
operates in partnership with Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in Excelsior, MN.
Through the discipline of teaching musical skills and technique in both private
music lessons and in ensemble settings, our mission is to mentor students in
musical skills and sensitivity as a means of personal development, creative
expression, and service. All programs of Mount Calvary Academy of Music are
open to all regardless of faith affiliation.
Locations

All Mount Calvary Academy of Music in person private lessons must be taught
onsite at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, 301 County Road 19, Excelsior. With
COVID-19 an ongoing consideration, students and teachers have the option to
enroll virtual lessons if they prefer.

Program Offerings : Private Music Lessons

The Academy offers private lesson instruction in nearly every musical discipline
including piano, strings, voice, guitar, ukulele, woodwinds, brass, and harp.
Private lessons are available to students of all ages from children to adults. Our
instructors bring their individual teaching philosophy and personal experience
to their studios. Students are placed with instructors based on their personal
objectives for pursuing musical study. Each student’s individual experience is of
utmost importance to the Academy of Music, and we

believe the experience begins with each
student’s relationship with their
instructor and a common understanding
of goals and preferences.

Find us on social media!
|@l mcacademyofmusic

Mount Calvary
Academy of Music
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Private Lesson Study includes the following as appropriate to each

student’s particular situation:

1.) Private Lesson Study:
Development of skills and knowledge pertaining to the performance and
understanding of a particular instrument.

2.) Traditional Recital Performance
Offered at the conclusion of each semester, the performances provide
insight to the larger meaning of music and its potential as a means of
communication and as a means for spiritual expression. Technical and
artistic preparations during lessons provide students with the opportunity to
develop confidence in public performance. All recital opportunities are
optional.

3.) Service Opportunities
Solo and ensemble sharing of musical gifts in community service projects
and in church worship settings. The purpose here is o teach students to give
of their music to enrich the lives of others. All service opportunities are
optional.

Adult Lessons
Many adults are taking music lessons, whether beginners or brushing up on

lessons from childhood. Reasons are varied including relaxation, stress release,
or simple enjoyment. Numerous studies of adults ranging in age from 70's to
90's have shown the important role learning a new instrument can have in
memory enhancement, implications in prevention of dementia, and enhanced
physical abilities, such as coordination and even the improvement of eyesight
and hearing. Daytime lessons available!

Suzuki Violin Lessons - for ages 3.5 and older

Shared Suzuki lessons means that a maximum of three
children share a lesson consisting both of private
instruction and group musical activities. Suzuki violin
lessons are also offered as private lessons. Early
beginnings are crucial for developing muscle coordination
and mental processes. Actual music reading begins after
the basic principles of playing the instrument are
acquired, just as learning to read is done after the native
language is established. Parents attend lessons with their
child and learn with the teacher how to create the right
environment for learning at home.
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Terms 2026-2027

Fall Term: September 10- December 18, 2026
Spring Term: January 4- May 27, 2027
Summer Term: June 7-August 20, 2027

Our lessons are offered in person recognizing the

greater educational value this interaction provides.

We also recognize some teachers and students appreciate the option of virtual
lessons for personal reasons. We offer both options.

Tuition

Private lesson instruction is offered in weekly sessions of 30, 45, and 60
minutes. Students may choose their desired lesson length, or may consult
their instructor to determine the lesson length appropriate for their study.
We have two tier levels of teachers based on experience. Charges for
longer lessons are adjusted on a pro rata basis. Tuition is billed per term,
based on the number of lessons in the term. Tuition does not include the
cost of music. Students are required to enroll the number of lessons

offered in the term at the time of enrollment for fall and spring terms.

Tier1 - 30 mins 45 mins 60 mins
$37 $55.50 $74

Tier2- 30 mins 45 mins 60 mins
$41 $61.50 $82

Group Lessons
Take lessons with your friends for a reduced rate group lesson! Work on duets or
trios, keep your skills fresh and growing! Inquire for more information.
Missed Lessons
Please call or email your teacher directly (not the Academy office) if you must
miss a lesson. If possible, please communicate this information at least 24 hours
prior to the scheduled lesson. You will find teacher contact information listed on
page 10 under the heading: Teacher Contact Information. Prior notification,
however, does not exempt the student from payment. Students are charged for
all lessons for which they have registered, including those missed through student
absence. The only student absence for which a make-up lesson is guaranteed is
absence due to the observance of a religious holiday. All other student absences
(i.e. family vacation, schedule conflicts, illness, etc...) will be made up at the
teacher’s discretion, as time permits.
Teachers are encouraged to offer a make-up lesson for up to two student
absences. If a lesson must be cancelled by the instructor, a makeup lesson will
be offered at a mutually acceptable time, or a credit/refund may be requested
for the lesson not received.
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Registration Process
It's easy to register for lessons and classes

with the Academy—

* Register online—www.mcaom.org
* Email cassandra.morganemountcalvary.org

Once we have received your registration, we will
contact you to place your student with an
instructor and to determine a lesson day and time.
Enrollment is open at at any time during a term.

Payment Options

Payment of tuition and other fees under the selected payment plan is due prior to the
student's first lesson. A non-refundable registration fee of $5 is due for each student
along with tuition at the time of enrollment. Families with more than one student
enrolled at the same time will receive a 5% discount on tuition for each enrolled
student. Students may select from the following payment options:

Payment in Full-

Full term payment in cash, check or Visa/MasterCard
prior to the first lesson.

Split Payment Plan-
Families may elect to use a two-payment plan. There is an additional
administrative split payment fee of $10 associated with this option. Fifty
percent of your tuition is due at the time of enrollment, along with
registration and split payment fees. Split payments will be accepted
only by method of Visa/Master Card.

Split Payment Charge Date -
The second payment will be automatically applied to your card at
the midpoint of the term.

Late Fees

A late fee of $10 will be added to any payments not received by their
designated due date - this includes initial tuition payment as well as
second half split payments.

Academy Holidays

In situations where a regularly scheduled lesson time conflicts with a national
or religious holiday, a make-up lesson will be arranged.

Tardiness
Due to tight lesson schedules, students who are late for a lesson cannot be
guaranteed their full lesson time.
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Withdrawal and Refunds

Notice of withdrawal from individual instruction and refund requests must be
made in writing to the Academy of Music office. In fairness to our instructors
who have committed one of their teaching slots to the student and require time
to fill the vacancy created by the withdrawal, following a student's first lesson a
minimum of two lessons notice must be given before refunds will be applied.
Refunds, if applicable, will be based on the number of lessons remaining
following this two lesson notice to instructors at the time written notice is
received. No refunds will be allowed for withdrawal requests made in the last
four weeks of a term. The registration and split payment fees are nonrefundable.

Financial Aid

Mount Calvary's goal is to make lessons available to students regardless of
financial situation. For more information on financial aid, please contact the
Mount Calvary Academy of Music.

Giving to the Academy

Mount Calvary Academy of music seeks to offer music instruction to all
interested students regardless of financial situation. Funding is needed on an
ongoing basis for scholarships as well as the purchase of instruments and
other equipment and supplies.

If you are interested in sponsoring a student, donoﬂng music instruments,
or contributing to the Academy please contact:
Cassandra Morgan at 952-474-8893
or send your contribution to:
MCAOM 301 County Road 19, Excelsior, MN 55331.
Mount Calvary Academy of Music staff and teachers are
committed to providing a safe environment for children.

Our Administration

D Affinito....Board President
giving to the Academy, scholarships

Cassandra Morgan....Director, Academy of Music =~ 952.474.8893

registration, scheduling, general information, teaching
opportunities, student/teacher concerns, recitals, community
outreach, service projects, accounting and operations.
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Check @
~  Inclement Weather here first:

In the event of inclement weather, Mount Calvary Academy of Music will post
closing announcements and updates on our website, Facebook, Instagram,
public news media, voicemail and building entrance. The Academy will also
automatically close if Minnetonka ISD#276 or Mount Calvary Lutheran Church
close due to weather. If weather is deteriorating as the day/evening progresses,
please contact your respective teachers at the number listed in this handbook for
an update on their individual status or to inform them if you are unable to make a
lesson. Virtual lessons may be possible depending upon instructor and student
individual circumstances that day.

Inclement weather closings are considered “Acts of God” cancellations caused by
neither student nor instructor. One “Academy Closed - inclement weather day”
per term may occur with no makeup or credit for a single Academy Closed
cancelled lesson. A make-up lesson is encouraged if time allows. Second and
subsequent inclement weather closures will initiate a make-up lesson at a
mutually acceptable time if possible. If no mutually acceptable time is possible a
family may request a credit from Mount Calvary Academy of Music for the second
and subsequent inclement weather lessons not received. Credits for second and
subsequent weather closures will only be issued by Mount Calvary Academy of
Music when requested by a family and a make-up lesson was not received. Make-
up lessons or credits will only be guaranteed for Mount Calvary Academy of Music
inclement weather closings. All other weather related missed lessons by student
or instructor will be subject to our Missed Lessons policy.

MountCalvaryAcademyofMusic www.mcaom.org 7


https://www.facebook.com/mountcalvaryacademyofmusic
https://www.instagram.com/mcacademyofmusic

Teachers are selected for professional competence and also for their
interest in mentoring students, and passion for music as a way of
accessing, developing, and expressing the human spirit. Please
contact the Academy or visit our web site for more information about
our instructors.

Teacher

Contact

Information

Cassandra Morgan (voice, piano, winds)  §12-834-8612

Trent Anderson (guitar) 763-222-8696

Dr. Charles Asch (cello & piano) 414-916-5727

Caitlin Brutger (piano) caitbrutpianoegmail.com
Dr. David Cherwien (Organ) 763-438-8438

Dana Donnay (piano & woodwinds) donnaymusicstudioegmail.com
Adam Schechter (viola & violin) schechter.a.legmail.com
Lucan O'Neal (piano) oneal2estolaf.edu

Dr. Kevin Hobbs (piano) 410-490-2108

Mary Lechelt (piano & violin) 952-237-7960

Monica Livorsi (voice) 952-356-5143

Judy MacGibbon (violin & viola) 612-518-4600

Jean Marker DeVere (violin & viola) 612-889-5459

Dr. Cassidy Morgan (string bass) cassidyamorganegmail.com
Eunjeong Moe (piano) 952-228-1231

Dr. Emily Olson (piano) 952-237-2015

Katherine Fried (voice, piano & acting)  katherinefriedlegmail.com
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Important Dates 2026-2027

Fall Term 2026

September 10 - December 18

NO LESSONS:
October 15/16 - MEA Break
November 26/27 - Thanksgiving

Fall Recitals in Sanctuary :

Saturday, December 19: Tlam and 1:00pm
Sunday, December 20: 2pm & 330pm

Spring Term 2027

January 4 - May 27

NO LESSONS:
January 18
MLK Jr. Day

February 15
President’s Day

Spring Recitals in

s . March 29-April 2
anctuary : Spring Break

Sat. May 22: Tlam & lom I I

Sun. May 23: 2pm & 3:30pm

Summer Term 2027: June 7 - August 20, 2027
No Lessons: Monday July 5
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Welcome the academy'’s new
Instructor of Viola and Violin!

Adam Schechter

Raised in Sioux Falls, SD, Adam Schechter studied viola and violin with Sue
and Ray Sidoti before attending the Indiana University Jacobs School of
Music, where he was a recipient of the Premier Young Artist and Artistic

Excellence awards, and from which he earned his BM in Viola Performance

under the instruction of Stephen Wyrczynski. Adam then continued his studies
with André Roy at the McGill University Schulich School of Music in Montréal,
Québec, where he was Principal Viola of the McGill Symphony Orchestra and
recipient of a Schulich Scholarship. Adam has been a member of the viola
section of the South Dakota Symphony Orchestra since 2022.

Welcome the academy’s
new Instructor of Piano!

Lucan O'N

Lucan O'Neal graduated from St. Olaf College in 2026, earning a Bachelor of
Music in Piano Performance and a Bachelor of Arts in German. He performs
actively around southern Minnesota and the twin cities, as well as having given
concerts in Norway, Germany, Czechia, and Poland.

Lucan is also wrapping up his Piano Technology apprenticeship and is excited to
be tuning and repairing instruments around Minnesota.
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Music of the Church
Instructor Dr. David Cherwien

David Cherwien served as Cantor
at Mount Olive Lutheran Church,
Minneapolis from 2001-2024,
continuing the tradition of creative
hymn singing. From 2001 until 2022
he also served as Artistic Director of the National Lutheran Choir. Prior to
he has served church music positions in Minneapolis, Chicago, Seattle,
and Berlin, Germany. He is a nationally known conductor, composer and
organist. Recognized for his contributions to the field of church music and
liturgy, he is often called upon to serve as clinician and hymn festival
leader across the country.

The Academy’s Newest Offering

SIS ™1

WHERE: Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Excelsior MN
WHEN: Wednesday meornings, fall & spring semesters

WHO: Student string players: violin, viola, cello
PREREQUISITE: One year private lessons

Students take part in two concert
performances each year.

Questions?

Contact broadleafcs@gmail.com
Or visit:
myblueprintlearning.com,broadleaf
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“After silence, that which comes
nearest to expressing the
inexpressible is music.”

— Aldous Huxley

301 County Road 19
Excelsior, Minnesota 55331
Phone: 952.474.8893
Fax: 952.474.0121

www.mcaom.org

Royal Conservatory Follow .
MUSIC DEVELOPMENT O O US
PROGRAM

FOUNDING SCHOOL

Cannunate
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