
The Triangle
October 2026

Dearest Brothers and Sisters: 
Grace and peace and mercy unto you from God our Father and our

Lord Jesus Christ. I received lots of comments on the
“unforgiveness” sermon. Nowadays, it seems we are too easily

offended and too easily hurt or upset. Yet, our gospel lesson points
out the perils of carrying unforgiveness in our hearts and the

blessings of forgiveness freely offered!

A story is told of two friends who were walking through the
desert. During some point of the journey, they had an argument,

and one friend slapped the other one in the face. The one who got
slapped was hurt, but without saying anything, wrote in the sand,

“Today my best friend slapped me in the face.”

They kept on walking until they found an oasis, where they
decided to take a bath. The one who had been slapped got stuck
in the mire and started drowning, but the friend saved him. After
he recovered from nearly drowning, he wrote on a stone, “Today

my best friend saved my life.”

His friend asked him, “After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand and
now, you write on a stone, why?” The other friend replied “When

someone hurts us we should write it down in sand where winds of
forgiveness can erase it away. But, when someone does

something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no
wind can ever erase it.”

So, real forgiveness keeps on leaving the sins of others and our
hurts in the past. Yet Jesus understands the difficulty of such

forgiveness. To keep on forgiving is a God-like characteristic. It is
contrary to human nature. But God gives us his amazing grace
which will help us obey His commandments and freely keep on

forgiving! Praise the Lord!

Forgiven by Grace,
Pastor David

October Volunteer
Schedule

October 4 – 
Tom Underwood
(Head Usher), Darrell
Williamson, Butch
Dalton
Children’s Moment-
None
Crucifer- Audrey
Daniel
Acolyte- Rebecca
Daniel

October 11– Bill Smith
(Head Usher), Dent
Holden IV, Butch
Dalton
Children’s Moment-
Steven Gould

October 18– Dent
Holden III (Head
Usher), Steve Daniwl,
Butch Dalton
Children’s Moment-
Melissa Herke

October 27– Thomas
Underwood (Head
Usher), MT Vernon
Youth, Butch Dalton
Children’s Moment-
Shelly Barber
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Some of the
2025 Mount
Vernon
walkers

Mount Vernon Church can be proud that we have
been a leader in organizing and supporting the CROP
Walk since its Danville beginning in 2008. Four
members of our church family are on the 15-person
2026 Walk planning team: Beth Bauman (Chair), Lin
and Gary Benefield, and Dent Holden. Most
importantly, Mount Vernon has always had a large
team at the Walk and generous financial support.
Over the years, this Danville Walk has raised more 
than $330,000 to fight hunger and extreme poverty! 
And the Walk has donated more than $94,000 to 

God’s Storehouse, our local food pantry. 
Last year we raised $14,428 from Mount 
Vernon (including sponsorships). Our 2026 
goal is $15,000. 
Please join people of all ages as we walk the 1-mile 
or 5k (3.1 mile) route – rain or shine. If you can’t 
walk, you can still donate and support our Mount 
Vernon team! 
You can raise money in two ways:
1. Cash or checks – Register at the table outside 
the church office and pick up a donation 
envelope. Have donors make checks 
payable to “Mount Vernon UMC” with 
“CROP Walk” in the memo line.
2. Register online, make your online 
donation, and 
raise money 
virtually! 

Sign up for the 19th Annual Danville Walk!

2026 Danville Area CROP Hunger Walk 

| Sunday, October 4  Walkstartsat3p.m.fromBallouPark

Annual Church Picnic
October 4th

Following the Crop Walk (approx 4PM)
@ Ballou Park Shelter 6

Thanks to Eddie Blachura for grilling
hamburgers!! 

Bring a dessert to share.Donations accepted.

$6,690 Raise
d so

 fa
r

of th
e $15,000 goal!!

Our Mount Vernon
Children and Youth

enjoyed a workshop on
Sunday to prepare

posters, a banner and
songs for the CROP Walk.
Many thanks to our youth

and all the adults who
assisted!

Two volunteers are needed
this Sunday during the CROP

Walk. Mount Vernon is a
bathroom stop and we need
two greeters to sit at a table
on the West Main side and

show people where to enter
to use the restrooms. Please
call Beth Bauman (489-6514)

for more information. 



River City Swing Band

October 28th performance
 The Wednesday Club

1002 Main Street
 @ 3:45pm. Come on out &

watch

October
1     Patrick Clifton 
       Jason Payne
4     Julian Gould
6     Alana Mitchell
8     Bobbye Ray Womack
12    Betty Ann Smith
       Zachary Smith
14   Greyson Bennett
       Susie Mitchell
       Ben Parrish
       Emily Potts
       Piper Potts
17   Jesse Mayhew
18   Kristin Fuquay
19   Jennifer DeSanto
       Hayward Majors
20  Carolyn Smith
26  Caden Payne
30  Abby deAristizabal

October Events:
4    Communion Sundayth

4    CROP Walk @ 3pmth

4    Church Picnic @ 4pmth

7    Communion at Stratford    th

               House  @ 11:30am
11  Church Potluck after serviceth

21   Wednesday Night Dinner @ st

               5:30pm
24   TRUNK or TREAT 4-6pmth

Communion Sunday
October 4, 2026 @ 10AM

Monthly goal of $30,000
to meet end of year budget

Give as you are able. Thanks!

 https://onrealm.org/mtvernonumc

The QR code and the link to reach
the site to sign up for Realm. 

Either one will take you directly to
Realm. Click sign-up and follow
instructions from there. Please

reach out if you have any trouble.
I’m glad to help.

     Stacy

Youth Group Info:
October 4th- NO Youth/ CROP Walk Event, meet
at 2:30pm at Ballou Park. Church picnic to
follow. Let Thomas know if you will be there!!
October 13th- Regular meeting 6-7:30pm
October 20th-Regular meeting 6-7:30pm
October 27th-Regular meeting 6-7:30pm

The youth retreat is Friday-Sunday, November 6-
8 at the Rappahannock Camp & Retreat Center.
Let Thomas know ASAP if you are planning to
attend.

Plans and preparations are under way for the
Stew- December 12th! Make space in your 
freezer and keep a watch out for more info
 in the November newsletter.

I am going to collect the
free calendars and book

marks again this year for the
Stradford House residents.

These are the calendars that
come with charity requests
that we all get in the mail.

I will have a basket by
fellowship hall to begin

collecting the calendars on
September 27 th and it will

remain there for several
weeks. All calendars must

be for 2027. 
Thank you, Carla Holden

Communion Stratford house
October 7, 2026 @ 11:30AM



Saturday, October 17th
10-1

Let Sam know if you can
help!

Wednesday, October 21st
4:30PM The Aldersgate Ringers

 will meet at 11AM Thursday
for practice.

They will practice each 
Thursday at 11.

Can’t wait to hear their
next piece!

Church Potluck Lunch

Immediately following
service

October 11th!

Chicken Tenders
provided!

See Melissa Herke or
the office for items to
bring. Please bring a

favorite dish or two to
share with those

staying for lunch.

October 21st
5:30PM

This month’s wish list item is Halloween
candy for the trunk or treat.

In the Mt
Vernon

parking lot
October 24th
4-6pm. Set up

at 2:30pm.

Parking lot will
be blocked off
at 2:30 except
cars setting up

Thanks to Mt Vernon for all
the love you have shown

Children’s House... See the
bulletin board in the

hallway for all the
paintings.
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