
July 27, 2022

Dear Friends in Mission,

Thank you!

The dear people you just helped with your gift to UMCOR may never 
have the opportunity to meet you, but if they did, I am certain their 
response would be – Thank you!

Since 1940, UMCOR has served as the humanitarian agency of The 
United Methodist Church, providing disaster response and relief 
to areas impacted by natural and man-made disasters around the 
world. And through your financial support, you are serving within 
a vital network of interactive relationships as UMCOR responds 
to increasingly-frequent and destructive storms – sharing 100% of 
donated funds with those in need!

Together, may we continue to reveal the love of God for men, 
women, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and national 
backgrounds and to demonstrate genuine love for our neighbors.

Grace and peace, 
Roland Fernandes, General Secretary
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With the help of the Averett Basketball 
team, Children’s House parents, 

and Mount Vernon volunteers, old 
mulch was removed and new mulch 

was installed on the playground. 
We now have a fresh, thick padding  

of mulch to insure the safety  
of our children! 



Philip Blackmon,  Pat Giles,   
Dorothy Stephens, Bill Hardy,    

The Rev. Joyce Johnson, Peggy Handy,  Mary 
Ellen Dean,  Betty Yates,  Donald Turner

Our thoughts and prayers  
are with you.
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10	 Saunders Milligan	
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	 Dorothy Stephens 
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13	 Adam Caldwell
15	 Lester Payne
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	 Briggs Bauman

  1	 Jesse Mayhew, III 
	 Charles Sampson
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27	 Pat Farley
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30	 Dorothy Adkins 
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	 Tammy Waters

September Birthdays

To the family of William James (Jim) Cheyney II,  
who died on August 27

To the family of Robert Wooding, 
who died on September 4  

William James Cheyney II 
passed away peacefully on 
August 27, 2022. He was 
born on October 19, 1936, in 
Trenton, NJ, to Ruth Hall, of 
Milton, NC, and William James 
Cheyney, of Philadelphia, PA. 
He attended Washington, 
DC, public schools before 

attending Westtown, a Quaker boarding school 
in West Chester, PA. He is an alumnus of the 
University of North Carolina. After college, he 
served in the Office of Naval Intelligence on the 
USS Leyte Aircraft Carrier.
He wed Helen Browder, of Danville, on February 
14, 1959. Following his service in the Navy, he 
worked in an accounting firm, kickstarting a 
successful career in business and finance.
Before retiring to Danville in 1994, he and 
his wife raised their four sons in Virginia 
Beach, Waynesboro, and Martinsville, VA, and 
Wilmington, NC. He was a member of Mount 
Vernon Church, the Lions Club, Elks Club, UNC 
Rams Club, and the Danville Museum of Fine Arts 
and History, and most recently he served on the 
Board of Directors of the Thomas Day House. He 
was known for his wit, intelligence, kindness, and 
generous spirit.
He is preceded in death by his son William 
James Cheyney III, and survived by his wife, 
Helen; sons David, Bryan, and Stephen (and 
wife Bridgett); and grandchildren Alex, Caleb, 
and Maggie Cheyney. 
There will be a graveside service at Green Hill 
Cemetery at a later date.

Our deepest sympathy 

Robert Benton Wooding, Jr.,  71, passed 
away peacefully on September 4. He is pre-
deceased by his parents, Robert and Mary 
Wooding of Danville, and two brothers, 
Sydney Wooding and William Wooding. He 
is survived by his wife, Margaret Wooding, 
two step-sons, Daniel Sanders and Charles 
Sanders, and his sister, Nan Wooding Turner.

Robert was reared in Danville and attended George 
Washington High School. He graduated from Virginia Com- 
monwealth University with a B.S. Degree in Psychology. He later 
earned a Master’s Degree in Rehabilitation Counseling from V.C.U.
Robert spent his career working with “at risk” adolescents. He 
worked in the Department of Corrections, psychiatric clinics, 
residential treatment, and later in the public school setting as a 
special education teacher. This was not always easy work, and 
Robert learned to appreciate every success no matter how small. 
He earned the respect of his colleagues and was appreciated by 
administrators in both Danville and Pittsylvania County Schools. 
In April, 1988, Robert went for a job interview that would change 
his life forever. One of the interviewing committee’s members 
was the future Margaret Wooding. She had a bright smile, very 
pleasing and accepting. They had so much in common: both played 
the piano, were involved in education, had similar political views; 
the list goes on. They were married for nearly thirty glorious and 
wonderful years. Margaret was the love of his life.
Robert’s faith journey took him to the door of Mount Vernon 
Church. As he entered, he was greeted with a warm welcome, a 
friendly smile, and a genuine openness to all who enter. Robert, 
along with nearly all in the congregation, worked on projects 
aimed at making the world and our town a better place. 
A memorial service will be held at Mount Vernon UMC on 
Saturday, September 17, at 2:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers, please 
send donations to Mount Vernon United Methodist Church, 107 
W. Main St., Danville, VA 24541.


