
                           

                                     WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

                                          Second Sunday in Lent 
                                             
PRELUDE                       The Well-tempered Clavier                     arr/Blake/Bach 
​                          

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                        John Ranson 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                            

Children of God, in Lent we remember that our salvation is an unearned gift,     

that new life is a matter of faith, not of works.  

We gather to lay down the burden of trying to earn our salvation. 

Like Nicodemus, who met Jesus in the dark of night, we struggle to accept that 

new life is not just possible but given as a free gift of grace.  

We gather to bring our struggles into the light and embrace God’s 

grace with open arms. 

Like Paul writing to the Romans, we remember God’s promise of new life has 

always rested on grace.  

We gather to receive the promise of salvation by grace through faith. 

Like the many who have followed, questioned, and grown in the faith, we submit 

ourselves to be formed by grace as we work out our salvation day by day.  

We gather as people guided by the promise of new life, a promise 

fulfilled by Christ, whose path we follow. 

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                                               

*OPENING HYMN                   “Be Thou My Vision”                            UMH #451 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE   

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON               Psalm 121                              Katie Thomas        

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT         “What Mt Vernon UMC Means to Me”              

`                                                                                                                      Gary Benefield       

NEW TESTAMENT READING           Romans 4:1-5, 13-17            Butch Dalton  

HYMN                                      “The God of Abraham Praise”                UMH #116 

GOSPEL LESSON                             John 3:1-17                                                  

 

 

 

 

SERMON                           “In Flesh or In Spirit”                   Rev. Penny G Rasnake 

  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                

HOLY COMMUNION            Service of Word and Table II              UMH #12-14 

​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 

OFFERTORY                       For Me to Live is Jesus                         arr/J.G. Walther      
 

*DOXOLOGY​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                 UMH #95 
 

*CLOSING HYMN                    “God Will Take Care of You”                  UMH #130 
 

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE                        Faith of Our Fathers                       arr/Hemy/Hegarty 

                       

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                *Please stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         The flowers were donated by the family in memory of Dorothy Stephens,      

Sept 11, 1926 to February 20, 2026. 

 



 

Thank you Caroline Thomas for being the acolyte this Sunday.     

                      

 

                           

Ways to Give 

You can give as the offering plate is passed or by  scanning the QR Code here 

 
  

         

 

 

  Pastor: Rev Penny G Rasnake   

Cell phone (703) 864-3630                                                                        
Email: pennyrasnake@vaumc.org 

Administrative Assistant: Stacy Nunley                                                                                            
Email: church@mtvernonumc.org                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Office Hours  
  Monday – Thursday, 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM, Friday, 9 AM -1 PM    

Special Accommodations are available by request.  

  For Pastoral Concerns: Please contact 

         Mt Vernon UMC 

        107 W Main St, Danville, VA 24541  

         434-793-6824               

 

 

 

 

MOUNT VERNON 

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
March 1, 2026 

                                                                                          

                                                              

 

               Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

              Our Mission:                                                        

`             To live, share, and extend the ministry of Jesus Christ 
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