WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
Second Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE How Great Thou Art Wise/Bock

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS John Ranson
*CALL TOWORSHIP

Like Abram and Sarai, God calls us to go into the unknown, trusting that

God’s promises are true.

Whether we are certain or full of doubts, God blesses us that we may
be a blessing.

God sends us into the world to journey by faith, believing that God’s blessings
are greater than anything we can imagine.

Whether the path is straight or winding, God blesses us that we may
be a blessing.

God gathers us today with trusted companions, those who also follow God’s
call, even when it does not make sense to the world around us.

Whether we journey with friends or feel all alone, God blesses us
that we may be a blessing.

As we gather to worship, may we remember that we are God’s people, blessed
by God to be a blessing to our world that is hurting and desperately in need of
good news.

God, form us today as a family of faith, that your blessings might
flow out of us and into our world, drawing all people into your

promise of abundant life and flourishing. Amen.
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, December 2025.

*OPENING HYMN “Come, Sinner, to the Gospel Feast” UMH #339

*OPENING PRAYER

Long before the change of name, before the first signs of new life showed the
beginnings of promises fulfilled, You asked Abram to make his home among
foreigners, and share the blessing that was to come. And now, O God, you ask
the same faith of us: The faith to count ourselves among the least, to find our
place alongside the poor and broken; the faith to trust in your mercy and your
promises, and to share what we have received; the faith to wait expectantly for
your reign of justice and equity, together with those who most need its gifts.

Teach us to be children of Abram, sharers of the blessings we enjoy. The blessing
of peace shared with those in conflict, and of confrontation shared with those who
bring harm; And in some small way, may our faith and our sharing, help to bring

your promises into being in our world. Amen.*
* Adapted from a prayer written by John van de Laar on his Sacredise blog. at
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=11174.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 12:1-9

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 4:13-25

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER UMH #8094
*PRAYER HYMN “This is My Song” (vs 3) UMH #437
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

SERMON It’s About Faith — It’s ALL about Faith Pastor Penny
HOLY COMMUNION Service of Word and Table II UMH #12-14
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD

OFFERTORY Jesus, I Come Lani Smith
*DOXOLOGY UMH #95
*CLOSING HYMN “Lead Me Lord” UMH #473

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

POSTLUDE A Trumpet Tune James Denton

*Please stand as you are able



Thanks to Caroline Thomas for being the acolyte today!

Ways to Give
You can give as the offering plate is passed or by scanning the QR Code here

Pastor: Rev Penny G Rasnake

Cell phone (703) 864-3630
Email: pennyrasnake@vaumc.org

Administrative Assistant: Stacy Nunley

Email: church@mtvernonumc.org

Office Hours
Monday — Thursday, 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM; Friday, 9 AM -1 PM
Special Accommodations are available by request.
For Pastoral Concerns: Please contact
Mt Vernon UMC
107 W Main St, Danville, VA 24541

434-793-6824
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

Our Mission:
To live, share, and extend the ministry of Jesus Christ
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