
                            

                                       WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

                                       Third Sunday after Pentecost 
                                             
PRELUDE                       Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring​​ ​           J.S. Bach            

​                          

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                      John Ranson 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                            

God meets us in surprising yet ordinary places—under a tree, in the smile of a 

stranger, in a refreshing breeze that comes at just the right time.                                    

God, open our hearts to notice your presence all around us.                          

God speaks to us in surprising yet ordinary ways—in a well-placed word from            

a friend, in a prayer that comes at just the right time, in a song that resonates 

through our entire being.                                                                                                            

God, open our minds to recognize your voice all around us.                           

God fulfills God’s promises in surprising yet ordinary ways—in an unexpected            

act of kindness, in providing just what we need at just the right time, in sending 

someone to listen when we feel alone.                                                                                     

God, open our hands to receive your blessings all around us.                          

Beloved, in the surprising and ordinary ways that God shows up among us, may 

we meet God and our neighbors with open hearts, minds, and hands, ready to 

encounter God’s miraculous work.                                                                                           

God, open our lives to receive your blessings, that we may share 

together in the joy, wonder, and laughter of God’s miraculous works 

all around us.                                                                                                                       

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, December 2025. 

 

*OPENING HYMN                 “What Gift Can We Bring”                   UMH #87 

 

*OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                          

God, as you met Abraham in an ordinary moment of hospitality,  meet us today          

in the ordinary moments of our lives.  Open our minds to recognize your                      

presence among us;  open our hearts to receive your promises; open our arms             

to embrace your miraculous works with joy, wonder, and laughter.  As we                

gather to worship, help us find the courage to hope, the wisdom to trust, and               

the perseverance to cooperate with you as you fulfill our promises as you work            

for abundant life for all creation.  Amen.                                                                                 

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, December 2025. 

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                       

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7                   

      

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON​  Romans 5:1-8    

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER​ ​         ​ ​                                UMH #894​      

                                  

*PRAYER HYMN                      “Let It Breathe on Me”   ​             MH #503​      

 

SPECIAL MUSIC        “Bridge Over Troubled Water”           Soloist, John  Wilt 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                       Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26                           

 

SERMON                                     Unexpected Laughter                        Pastor Penny  ​
​ ​ ​ ​                                  

RESPONSE TO THE WORD      A Modern Affirmation                   UMH #885 

 
 

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD 

 

OFFERTORY               Come, Holy Spirit, God and Lord​      A.W. Leupold  

  

*DOXOLOGY​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             UMH #95 

 

*CLOSING HYMN           “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                    UMH #89 
 
*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

 
 

POSTLUDE                     Sent Forth by God’s Blessing​                  D.E. Wagner 

                    

    

 

 

                                                                                *Please stand as you are able 

              



 

 

 

                         

Ways to Give 

You can give as the offering plate is passed or by  scanning the QR Code here 

 
  

         

 

Pastor: Rev Penny G Rasnake   

Cell phone (703) 864-3630                                                                        
Email: pennyrasnake@vaumc.org 

Administrative Assistant: Stacy Nunley                                                                                            
Email: church@mtvernonumc.org                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Office Hours  
  Monday – Thursday, 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM; Friday, 9 AM -1 PM    

Special Accommodations are available by request.  

  For Pastoral Concerns: Please contact 

         Mt Vernon UMC 

        107 W Main St, Danville, VA 24541  

         434-793-6824               

 

 

 

 

MOUNT VERNON 

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
June 14, 2026                                                                         

                                                                                

                                             

 

               Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

              Our Mission:                                                        

`             To live, share, and extend the ministry of Jesus Christ 
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