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More to Celebrate
In this column last month, I shared a theme of “celebrating summer.” This
month’s newsletter continues that theme of celebration. We celebrate Susan
Gallen, our Administrative Assistant, and her recent academic journey and
achievement! We celebrate our week of Vacation Bible School in early
August! We celebrate the gifts of money from our Bible School families
and our congregation that will provide bicycles for 28 girls in Malawi! We
celebrate ongoing fellowship activities within our church family—a Youth
swim party, and a Craft Night sponsored by Women’s Fellowship! We also
celebrate the start of a new school year for our teachers and students and
particularly for our Wee Folk Nursery School! And of course, there is the
regular feature of celebrating those with birthdays this month.
In the midst of life, taking time to celebrate accomplishments, seeds planted,
investments in people and relationships, even celebrating people themselves,
can be a good and healthy and uplifting practice.

Sunday Schedule
9:00 am – Sunday School
10:00 am – Worship

Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Church Staff
Mark E. Baliles
Pastor

Susan Gallen
Administrative Assistant

Don Ziegler
Custodian

Kathy Moyer
Wee Folk Director/Teacher

Heather Thomsen
Wee Folk Assistant Teacher

As I shared last month, “Within our experiences of worshiping and serving
as a church family, much is not what it was before COVID. But even so,
we can celebrate signs of new life, and we can enjoy fruit from the gifts of
those who are faithfully sharing and serving and showing up among us—
gifts that include leadership, financial support, music, teaching, sound and
streaming support, encouragement, prayer, planning, and so much more.”
If you are not currently doing so, I encourage you to find a way to get
involved. I especially encourage you to be involved with our Sunday
morning worship service—in-person, if possible, but at least online. We
recently started a twelve week series called “Journey of a Lifetime.” Using
our recently developed “discipleship pathway” by the same name, we are
exploring what it looks like to be growing in twelve key areas of our lives
as followers (disciples) of Jesus. The purpose is to help each of us track
where we are in each of these areas and identify important next steps that
can help us to grow. And wouldn’t that be something to celebrate?!
- Pastor Mark (Your partner in the journey)

2022 Vacation Bible School!
Article and Photos by Donna Parcell

Our theme for VBS this year was “Make
Waves.” We were excited to have an average
attendance of 72. Each day had a new
theme. On Monday we learned that God literally
made waves by creating the ocean, and
everything else too. On Tuesday we learned that
Jesus walked on water, and that He invites
people to follow Him. Wednesday’s lesson was
Jesus is alive and we can trust in Him. Thursday
we studied the story of Philip and the Ethiopian
official, and that what we do today can change
the world around us. And finally, Friday we
talked about the fruits of the spirit and how they
can have a ripple effect in the world around us.

The children were greeted on Monday morning
to a sanctuary decorated like the ocean,
complete with a shark tank. We even had a real
shark! Well, it was Micah Duett in a costume
posing as Finn the shark. The children had a
great time calling for Finn at each opening and
closing, and “chumming the waters” by giving him
puffs. Everyone enjoyed the Bible stories,
learning new songs, and watching the fun
videos. It was a hot week, and the Rec Squad
did a great job of using the water theme to cool
everyone off. During craft time the children made
so many neat things including an octopus, a
snow globe, and some stained glass.

For our offering project, we collected money to
support New Community Project’s “Give a Girl a
Bike” program. Girls in Malawi have to walk 14
miles to school each day in the hot sun. There is
not clean water available for them at their school,
so they have to carry their water with them. By
giving them a bike to ride, it makes it much easier
to transport the water and to get to school. We
were thrilled to raise enough money for 16
bikes! And with the help of the congregation, in
total we raised enough to buy 28 bikes!!! We are
so excited and so thankful for your support!

More VBS pics on page 3!

Mrs. Piatek’s Pre-K VBS Class
enjoyed yummy treats and surfing!

…turning the world upside down…
August 25, 2022
Vacation Bible School
Indian Creek Church of the Brethren
821 Main St.
Harleysville, PA 19438
Dear kids and teachers and congregation,
Thank you for raising money during Bible
School to buy bicycles for girls in Malawi
through our A Girl and A Bike program! They
had been having to walk up to three hours to
get to school every day – and then walk back
home in the evening. You can imagine how
tired they had to be, and how hard this was on
their feet and legs. And if they had to carry
things like their books or their drinking water,
that will now be much easier too!
We recently met some of these girls on our
visit there – they hopped right on their bikes
and started riding around the schoolyard!
Then they told us: “We are singing a new
song, thanks to the bicycles which make it so
much easier to go to school.”
I’m a bike rider – maybe some of you are too.
It’s a great way to get around, be close to
nature, meet people, save money and
pollution – and even get to school!
Jesus was always trying to help people get
where they wanted to go with their lives. You
are doing the same thing as your bikes save
these girls a hike!
Sincerely,
David Radcliff
New Community Project

Meeting God
A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was
a long trip to where God lived, so he packed his
suitcase with Twinkies and a six-pack of root
beer and he started his journey.

Article and photos by Donna Parcell
August Youth News

When he had gone about three blocks, he met
an old man. He was sitting in the park just
staring at some pigeons. The boy sat down next
to him and opened his suitcase. He was about to
take a drink from his root beer when he noticed
that the old man looked hungry, so he offered
him a Twinkie. He gratefully accepted it and
smiled at him. His smile was so pleasant that the
boy wanted to see it again, so he offered him a
root beer.
Again, he smiled at him. The boy was delighted!
They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling,
but they never said a word. As it grew dark, the
boy realized how tired he was and he got up to
leave, but before he had gone more than a few
steps, he turned around, ran back to the old
man, and gave him a hug. He gave him his
biggest smile ever.

Our August activity was a pool party,
generously hosted by Don and Darlene
Ziegler! It was a great way to beat the heat as
well as to celebrate the end of summer and
mentally prepare for school to start. Joseph and
Kadlin had a great time in the water, and only
came out long enough for the traditional group
picture. Helen and Claire enjoyed great
conversation. It’s always great to get together
and spend time with each other. We enjoyed
some delicious snacks and refreshing water
ice! Thanks again to Don and Darlene for
hosting!

When the boy opened the door to his own house
a short time later, his mother was surprised by
the look of joy on his face. She asked him,
"What did you do today that made you so
happy? "He replied, "I had lunch with God." But
before his mother could respond, he added,
"You know what? He's got the most beautiful
smile I've ever seen!"
Meanwhile, the old man, also radiant with joy,
returned to his home. His son was stunned by
the look of peace on his face and he asked,
"Dad, what did you do today that made you so
happy?"
He replied, "I ate Twinkies in the park with God."
However, before his son responded, he added,
"You know, he's much younger than I expected."
Too often we underestimate the power of a
smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest
compliment, or the smallest act of caring.
~Author unknown

Ladies’ Craft and Game Night

Can you find the bee?
This past spring the Girl Scouts who meet at our
Church, under the leadership of Jennifer Long,
distributed packets of sunflower seeds to our
congregation. Arlene Wambold planted her
seeds, and you can see the results! Thank you
Girl Scouts!

The ladies had a wonderful evening of
Fellowship, Food and Fun on Wednesday,
August 17th! We painted, then ate, then painted
and played games. Some of us tried our hand at
puzzles! Some of us are better than others! I
learned a new game called “Sequence”; well I’ll
try that again! Thank you to all the ladies who
participated!

Submitted by Naomi Piatek

Small Talk
by Kathy Moyer

The big yellow buses
have returned to our
roads with eager
students on board,
which means it’s time
for us to open our Wee
Folk doors again, too! It is with eagerness
that we look forward to welcoming our
students and their families for Back-toSchool Picnics at the pavilion as a way of
getting acquainted just before school begins.
Each family will bring their own picnic supper
to enjoy and we will provide ice cream treats
for dessert. The children are sure to enjoy
sharing the playground with their siblings
afterward!
Mrs. Thomsen has officially begun her duties
now, serving as our new Assistant Teacher.
Together we have been busily working
toward getting everything clean and ready for
the children when they come to play on their
first day of school on September 12. Our
carpet has been professionally cleaned; the
toys are washed and sanitized; and new
games, puzzles and Play-doh line our
shelves. Parents will accompany their
children on their child’s orientation day, and
work with them to decorate a new tote-bag,
as well as enjoy specific activities in order to
become more familiar with the classroom.
We are pleased to have full classes and to
be returning to more normal routines this fall.
Our theme in September
will take us on a daily
adventure to the Zoo!
We look forward to
singing along the way
with Tom Paxton’s
catchy tune, “Going to
the Zoo, Zoo, Zoo – How
about You, You, You?” Each day we will
highlight a different zoo animal and learn
some interesting facts about each one with
the help of Zach the Zookeeper. Zach’s
Facts will include learning some new
vocabulary … such as “ossicones” – the
official name for the hornlike protuberances

on a giraffe! Along with reading wonderful
nonfiction animal books in this study, we will
also enjoy lots of just-for-fun classics of
children’s literature, such as, Curious
George, Elmer, Put Me in the Zoo, Giraffes
Can Dance, and Good Night, Gorilla.
Our classroom is decorated with
photographed pictures of lions,
tigers, giraffes, zebras, hippos,
cheetahs and rhinoceroses.
The children will be able to buy
tickets at our Zoo Ticket Booth
and drop them into the cups of
their favorite animals! They will
also enjoy cuddling with our
resident monkey puppet in the
“Monkey House” where they
can also enjoy looking at library
books. We will be carrying this zoo theme
into the crafts we make, songs we sing,
games we play, and even the way we
decorate our tote-bags this year.
As always, a new school year is filled with
hope and anticipation, as we look forward to
all we have planned for the children, as well
as partnering with their parents in nurturing
their growth in all the developmental areas.
How thankful I am for those of you who
continue to bless this ministry with your time
and talents, gifts and financial support.
Thank you, too, for all who faithfully pray for
us and the families we serve. May you feel
so blessed, as you are a blessing to us!

In my dissertation, I focused on how her early life
as a wife and mother impacted her future role as a
“Mother Superior” to a congregation of Catholic
Sisters. Under Cornelia’s direction, the Sisters of
the Society of the Holy Child Jesus became
leaders in Catholic education in the United States
and around the world.

My Academic Journey
By Susan Gallen
Some of you may be surprised to learn that on
August 15th I completed a Doctor of Theology
degree (Th.D.) at LaSalle University in
Philadelphia. Pastor Mark thought it might be
interesting to the Congregation if I told you a little
about the story, and I agree!
I actually began my degree in the spring of 2013,
but I had taken some time off intermittently, and
yes procrastinated (a lot) but I was finally able to
finish my dissertation. My degree was an
independent study model, so after taking a few
required courses on campus, I was able to select
course topics based on my interest, and
ultimately develop a dissertation.
I have always been interested in the religious
history of Philadelphia, in particular the stories of
women in religious life (sisters) who taught in
Catholic schools and ministered in the city. I
studied the history of several congregations
before deciding to focus on one in particular—the
Society of the Holy Child Jesus (SHCJ), founded
by Cornelia Connelly in 1846. Two of my great
Aunts were SHCJ sisters, but I was not that
familiar with the congregation’s history or founder.
As I began to study Cornelia’s history, I decided her
story would make a fascinating dissertation topic
based on her unique path to becoming a sister. She
was actually born in Philadelphia and was raised
Episcopalian, and she married an Episcopal priest.
She and her husband Pierce had five children, three
of which lived to adulthood. The family converted to
Catholicism, and Pierce felt he needed to continue
his calling as a priest in the Catholic Church. Today
an Episcopal priest can remain married and be a
priest if he converts to Catholicism, but back in the
19th century he could not.
While Cornelia was facing the prospect of her
family splitting up, she too discerned that she might
be called to the religious life. After she and Pierce
mutually separated according to church law,
Cornelia founded the Society of the Holy Child
Jesus as an educational ministry to educate girls
and young women.

Completing my degree is the accomplishment of
a lifetime for me, so I am grateful to share the
“celebration” with the members and friends of
Indian Creek Church of the Brethren!

______________________________

An Evening (and Lifetime)
to Remember!
By Mark Baliles
On Sunday, May 22nd, Shelby Winder received
an award of a lifetime. She was honored by the
nearby DCP Theater as the recipient of their
2021 Lifetime Achievement Award. Shelby’s
involvement at DCP Theatre spans 27 years and
numerous productions, serving mostly in the
critical role of Stage Manager. Reba and I were
privileged to attend the event and to be among
those who shared memories of and tributes to
who she is and to how she made the Theatre a
better place to be. Congratulations, Shelby!

Tranquil Autumn
The autumn sun is warm and mellow
Upon my furrowed face
And fills my soul as if
There were no time or space.
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September Birthdays
Carol-Joyce Anton
Art Derstine
Janette Steward
Erica Godshall, Robin Whetstone
Erin (Baliles) Amadore, Diane Moyer
Reece Rostick
Nancy Freed
Joe Grau, Jr.
Mike Hart
Bryce Mininger
Cathy Zeller, Nathan Stevens
Dan Bedell, Ricky Houck, George
Derstine
Owen Smith, Marilla Kidd

2
4

Early October Birthdays
Pat Ziegler
Victoria Bateman

3
4
10
11
13
14
16
21
22
24
28
29

If we are missing your birthday, please let the Church
Office know! We want to include everybody in our
monthly birthday notice.

The geese fly south in perfect formation
Against a pale blue sky,
And, honking, they flap their wings
In a hurried good-bye.
The morning dew lies in crystal droplets
Upon a faded rose
And gives its paleness new beauty
As it waits for winter in repose.
As I sit in tranquil, melancholy mood
And rest my weary eyes,
There upon the faded rose, I spy
Summer’s last farewell—
A golden butterfly!
~Aggie Cowan

Making Apple Cider
Bushels of apples, brightest red,
Lined up in straight long rows,
Waiting for the apple press
When golden cider flows.
What fun to watch the apples
As they tumble slowly down,
Then crunch beneath the heavy weight
With pleasant sputtering sound!
The pure and bubbling nectar
Comes pouring from the spout
Into the wooden buckets
Scattered round about.
Sweet is the fresh aroma
Of the cider, clear and gold;
Sweet is the taste upon your lips,
Both warm and sparkling cold.
~Ruth H. Underhill

