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INSIDE... 

Family Fun 

ICCOB Choir 

Youth Group News 

Small Talk 

Birthdays, Poems and More! 

 
Sunday Schedule 

  9:00 am – Sunday School 

10:00 am – Worship 
 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 
Church Staff 

 

Mark E. Baliles 
Pastor 

Susan Gallen 
Administrative Assistant 

Don Ziegler 
Custodian 

 
Kathy Moyer 

Wee Folk Director/Teacher 

Heather Thomsen 
Wee Folk Assistant Teacher 

 

 

 

Guidance for Discerning God’s Way 

 

As shared in this week’s Connections, our congregation is preparing to engage 
in some formal conversations about human sexuality.  This is a subject about 
which many of us have some very strong convictions.  Those convictions, 
however, are not all the same.  They range from black and white on one end, 
through several variations of grey, to black and white on the other end. 

I am reminded of several stories in Acts where there were disagreements 
involving strong convictions.  In one story, Paul and Barnabas ended up 
parting company.  In others, Paul tried to present a case for Jesus, but the 
Jewish audience wanted nothing to do with it, and Paul wound up in prison. 

Two stories in particular provide good examples of the process of healthy 
discernment.  The first, in Acts 15, involves debate over inclusion of Gentiles 
(non-Jews) within the church.  Some wanted to accept them fully, no strings 
attached or barriers left standing.  Others were willing to accept Gentiles, but 
only those who first converted to Judaism, with all of its traditions and rules. 
And likely, a few didn’t want Gentiles at all, but didn’t want to admit it. 

I am not sharing this story to draw specific parallels to current issues.  Either 
side could use this passage to “prove” their position.  Rather, I want to look at 
how they discussed and worked through these differences.  Here is what they 
did:  1. They gathered together.  2. They expressed concerns.  3. They shared 
and listened to relevant personal experiences.  4. They evaluated the personal 
experiences on the basis of Scripture.  5. They reached an agreement.  6. They 
communicated the terms of that agreement to all persons involved. 

The second story comes just two chapters later in Acts 17.  As Paul and Silas 
shared about Jesus in Thessalonica, some of the Jews were persuaded, but the 
majority was angry and felt very threatened to the extent that Paul and Silas 
were sent away at night—for their own safety—to a nearby city, Berea.  Here, 
there was a different response.  Luke writes, “Now the Berean Jews were of 
more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message 
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul 
said was true” (Acts 17:11). They didn’t react.  They listened.  They considered 
the possibilities.  They examined the Scriptures to determine if the words of 
Paul and Silas were true.  And a large number of them believed. 

In all we do, may God help us to share and listen and respect each other and 
search the Scriptures and trust God to guide us.                  

                                                               - Pastor Mark (your partner in the journey) 



                                    

 
 

by Donna Parcell 
 

 

 
 
 
Our Family Fun Nights have changed to 
include our entire church family!  On a 
Sunday afternoon in February we met at Earl 
Bowl lanes for a few rousing games of 
bowling.  We had all skill levels from Reece 
Rostick and Zach Filburn who chose to use 
the bumpers, to league bowlers Arlene 
Wambold and Cheryl Rostick.  Also included 
was former league bowler Dana Landis, who 
seemed to be “letting the kids win”, Bryce 
Minninger, Mark Baliles, Kevin Bedell, and 
James Braunsberg.  Our bowlers were 
supported by an incredible group of 
cheerleaders including Sarah, Dennis, and 
Micah Duett, Pam Bedell, Reba Baliles, and 
Donna Parcell.  We had a great time 
cheering, bowling, fellowshipping, and 
maybe enjoying a snack or two! 

 

 
 

 

 

The ICCOB Choir lifted the spirits of 
residents at Arbour Square and Peter Becker 

Community in January! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Article and photos by Donna Parcell 
 

 
 

     Our February activity was the return of an 
old favorite, the Mystery Dinner!  None of the 
current youth have ever participated in a 
Mystery Dinner, so it was extra fun!  The way 
it works is the youth are given a menu of 
random items that are in code, so there is no 
way to tell what food item it corresponds 
to.  They had to select 3 items for each of 6 
courses, not knowing what they were 
getting.  And at the end of each course, all 
items were taken away.   
 

 
 
There were some hilarious courses!  Nathan 
was seen sucking up chocolate sauce 
through a straw.  Jadon had a lovely 
presentation of a slab of butter and chocolate 

sauce.  Joseph got a spatula, a ladle, and a 
napkin but no food.  Claire figured out how to 
eat peas and ice cream with a huge spatula, 
while Kadlin happily ate ice cream with her 
fingers.  The only one to get food that went 
together (ice cream, whipped cream, 
chocolate sauce, and a spoon) was Micah, 
but he may have cheated!  Special thanks to 
the servers Pam Bateman, Sarah Duett, and 
Jane Spigel!  It was a bit confusing in the 
kitchen trying to de-code everything but they 
did a great job!  There was a lot of laughter, 
and in the end they got to come in the 
kitchen and eat whatever was left over plus 
some pizza! 
 

 
 
   We are also busy preparing for the auction 
next month, and are excited to register for 
FaithX (workcamps) this month! 
 

 
 



 More scenes from the Mystery Dinner! 
 
 

      
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



                   Small Talk 
by Kathy Moyer 

 
While many of us are thankful for a mild winter 

thus far, our Wee Folk are missing snowy days 

and building snowmen!  So far, the only ones 

they have been able to create are with paint, glue 

and craft supplies!  As we 

eagerly look forward to 

Harleysville Hank and his 

weather forecast for the 

rest of the winter, we are 

“warming up” just 

thinking about Valentine’s 

Day just around the corner! 

 

In February, the Wee Folk will be busy working 

on learning their full names, addresses, and phone 

numbers, while also getting ready for valentine 

fun and festivities.  This year, we will continue 

with January’s bear theme, and make Valentine 

Bear holders to collect cards and treats from 

classmates on our party days, February 13 & 14.  

  

Our puppet theater will be 

transformed into the Wee Folk Post 

Office this month, equipped with 

paper, envelopes, stamps, and a very 

official mailbox!  Our Wee Folk 

families are sure to enjoy the many 

loving messages they receive as the 

children visit our new mail center.  In the process, 

the children will be working on handwriting 

skills, without even realizing it! 

 

We’ll be reading favorite Valentine books and 

singing our traditional songs of the season.  When 

cold weather keeps us inside, we will enjoy ice 

skating in the fellowship hall … our paper plate 

“ice skates” are ready to go!  

 

Show-and-tell this month is filled with 

possibilities, as the children come prepared to 

share a collection of things that are special to 

them.  This time of sharing allows us to get to 

know one another better and brings a focus to our 

circle time. 

 

This month we will also hide a new Bible verse in 

our hearts: I John 4: 16 – “God is LOVE!”  

 Set to music and sung by Steve Green and 

friends, we enjoy this special way of memorizing 

scripture through the year.  And at the end of each 

month, the children also look forward to a small 

prize to celebrate their accomplishments. 

 

Hugs and Kisses … with much love from all of us 

at Wee Folk! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 February Birthdays 
 
1  Larry Cassel 
2 Donna Maicher 
6 Brydon Bateman 
8 Bob Lane 
10 Sarah Parcell, Eli Poehlmann,  
 Amber Allebach 
11 Tim Houck 
15 Cindy Limbert Frankenfield,  

Glenn Bateman 
16  Donna Derstine 
17 Don Ziegler, Danielle Rostick 
18 Donna Parcell 
19 Colin Keiper 
22 Louise Force 
23 Theresa Wampler 
25 Dottie Mininger 
28 Joyce Watts, Sue Moyer 
 

Early March Birthdays 
1 Trish Cooney (nee Smith) 
2 Ben Poehlmann 
4 Cathy Moyer, Brian Neuenschwander 
 
If we are missing your birthday, please let the Church 
Office know!  We want to include everybody in our 
monthly birthday notice. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The Eternal Things 

 

In the hurried pace of life today 
So much is missed along the way . . . 

Take time to notice the wondrous things 
Of God’s creation, the eternal things. 

 
In the quiet calm of the morning,  
Take a look at the sky so blue. 

Take a look at the world all around you, 
Sprinkled with fresh sparkling dew. 

Take a look at this God-given beauty 
And start the day out right.  

Listen to the music of the birds’ morning song,  
Feel the touch of the sun’s golden light . . . 
Trees reaching high toward the heavens, 

Whispering leaves stirred by cool gentle air.  
Fill your heart with the calm of the morning,  

These are moments beyond compare. 
Start the day with a prayer of thanksgiving 
For God’s handiwork of beauty sublime;  

Pause to listen, observe and see 
This wonderful world that is yours and mine.  

 
~Gladys Billings Bratton 

 

           The Four Commandments 
 

People often look for a sign from God. Here are 
signs found in churches from people who work 

for God. 
 

“Do not leave your mobiles, purses, wallets and 
handbags unattended–others may think it is an 

answer to their prayers.” 
 

“Adultery is a sin. You can’t have your Kate and 
Edith too.” 

 
“There is only one priest available for 

confessions today. Make your confessions direct 
and to the point, and confess only your sins and 

offenses. No need to explain why you did it.” 
 

(In a church parking lot) 
“Trespassers will be baptized. Frequent 

trespassers will be sent away on a mission.” 
 

~Boredpanda.com 
 

Submitted by a church member.  
 
 


