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Thoughts that Really Do Count  
 

As we enter another Christmas season, most of us have no doubt already begun to 

ponder gift ideas for family and friends.  Generally, the list of possibilities is 

significantly restricted by the limitations of our own time, our own financial 

resources, our creativity, and well…our humanity. 

      Have you ever set all those limitations aside and made a list of what you would 

give someone…if you could? 

      Several years ago I reflected on this question in relation to you—my sisters and 

brothers in Christ here at Indian Creek Church.  What would I give you…if I 

could?  Much has happened in each of our lives and in our life together since then.  

Our church family has changed.  Dear siblings are no longer with us. New siblings 

have grown dear.  The list itself has grown and still speaks from my heart. 

      If I could…I would give each of you some time away from your normal 

routine—whether packaged in hours, days, or weeks; time to see things in new 

ways, time to try new things, quiet time to hear God’s whispers, non-pressured 

time to think and reflect and dream and resolve.  I would give each of you a place 

away from your normal place—if only for a season—away from all the stuff that 

we think we just can’t live without, away from the constant barrage of information 

and solicitation about such trivial things, away from overindulgence and over-

saturation of sight, sound, smell, taste and touch.  I would somehow give you the 

gift of being more fully alive than ever before—alive to God, alive to people 

around you, alive to the wonders of creation, alive to beauty in simple things, alive 

to your own deepest self.  I would give you the gift of living above your fears—

fear of criticism, fear of failure, fear of violence, fear of rejection, fear of pain, fear 

of exposure, fear of loss.  I would give you the courage to love like you have never 

been hurt and to sing like nobody’s listening; courage to step out of the audience 

and onto life’s stage.  I would give you hope beyond waiting, comfort beyond pain, 

joy and peace that are more than just words. I would give you heart, soul, mind and 

strength to know and love God above all; and deep assurance that the God who 

created you loves you and delights in you more than you know.   

      I would give you all of this and more…if I could.  Since I can’t, I will look to 

the One who can.  My gift list will become my prayer…for each of you. 

      Along with the gifts you give this Christmas, consider making your own list of 

what you would give…if you could.  Then make that list your prayer.  

                                                                 Pastor Mark (Your partner in the journey) 

    



                                                         

 
 

Brethren Disaster Ministries Trip to 
Waverly Tennessee 

 
Article by Chuck Kane 

 
   This year a volunteer group from Indian 
Creek spent the first week in November 
working on homes in Waverly, Tennessee 
with Brethren Disaster Ministries.  Waverly 
suffered major flood damage in August 2021 
when storms dropped 21 inches of rain on 
the area. That volume of water would have 
been enough of a problem by itself but it was 
complicated by unfinished work on a local 
creek by the regional train company. 
Tennessee’s flood killed 20 people, 19 of 
them in Waverly itself.  A large number of 
homes were completely destroyed.  
 
   Our group included Pat Bub, Gary 
Brechbill, Larry Cassel, Cindy Limbert 
Frankenfield, John Frankenfield, Linda 
Friday, Doug Graham, Dennis Moyer, Don 
Moyer, Sue Moyer and George and Joyce 
Watts.  Brethren Disaster Ministries believes 
that a disaster can destroy not only homes, 
but also the sense of well-being for survivors. 
BDM recruits volunteers, led by faith, to use 
their skills to promote recovery. Skilled 
project leaders supervise volunteers in this 
work.  What kind of work did our group do? 
Painting (inside and out); dry wall work 
including sparkling and sanding (and a lot of 
that was done by Cindy and Sue!); rough 
flooring; finished flooring; and let’s not forget 
the work of feeding the group and keeping 
their living quarters clean and sanitized 
(thanks to Pat Bub and the lady who was in 
charge of the cooking!).  The list of tasks is 
larger, but I think you get the idea! 
 
   What of the people of Waverly who were 
helped by this work? This volunteer trip was 

unusual in that our volunteers worked with 
many of the homeowners themselves. As 
Linda Friday put it, “We had help from the 
homeowner of the house we were working 
on. To have the opportunity to get to know 
him a bit and hear his story—that was 
impactful!”   
 
   The house being worked on by Dennis 
Moyer (and others) had been completely 
gutted after the flooding. It was a single 
lady’s home (whom they met) and they heard 
her personal story of the flood. Her daughter 
had called her in the morning and wanted to 
come and get her as she had heard that the 
rains would be significant. The home owner 
refused the request. Later that morning, 
standing in her kitchen she noticed water on 
the floor. In the time it took her to walk from 
her kitchen to her living room, the water had 
risen to 2 or 3 feet high and was waist deep. 
She climbed on top of her sofa and watched 
as her furniture—and refrigerator—floated 
around. The water rose all the way up to her 
neck, and as she was praying and feeling 
that this was the end, the water suddenly 
receded. Of course the damage was already 
done.  Other stories included a couple trying 
to keep their wheelchair-bound mother above 
the rising waters.  And there was the tragedy 
of the rushing water ripping two toddlers from 
their grandfather’s arms and being swept 
away.   
 
   But in all of that destruction and tragedy 
one of the things our group was impressed 
with was the resiliency of the people they 
were there to help. 
 
   Interested in getting a chance to volunteer 
and go on next years’ Brethren Disaster 
Ministries trip? Speak to Don Moyer and get 
on the list! 
 

 

 



Like Us,  
Only Different 

 
He began His life on earth in the womb of a 

poor young women in Nazareth. He was born 
in a stable in Bethlehem, wrapped in strips of 
homespun cloth and laid in a feeding trough 

for his cradle. 
 

There was nothing outstanding about Him as 
He grew through all the normal stages of 
childhood. He would have gone with His 

mother to the well in Nazareth, played on the 
steps leading down into the spring, and might 
have first shed His blood as a three year old 
scuffing his knees after slipping and falling 

on the wet rocks. 
 

Unlike His effigies He was not blond haired 
and blue eyed—He was born in Bethlehem, 

not Stockholm—and there was nothing 
otherworldly about Him. He liked having a 

good time and was not weird like his distant 
cousin John. As He grew, the main thing that 

made Him stand out was His wisdom—
insight that is rare in an adult, much less a 
kid. People liked Him and so did God. He 
lived an everyday life—laughing, crying, 

stinking, being hungry, caring, sometimes 
getting angry. 

 
And that’s the point. He is different, because 
He is the eternal God. But He made Himself 
like us so He could reach into our lives and 

understand what He was touching, then 
reach back to God and form, in Himself, a 

bridge. 

 
 

 
 

November Women’s Fellowship Breakfast 
 

The Women's Fellowship met for breakfast at 
the Franconia Cafe on Saturday, morning 
November 12th at 9:30 am. Fourteen ladies 
were in attendance and we had an awesome 
breakfast and many good conversations.  
There were some ladies that joined us for the 
first time and others we haven't seen for a 
while. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at our next 
breakfast! 

 

 
 
 
 

Let Us Keep Christmas 
 

Whatever else be lost among the years,  
Let us keep Christmas still a shining thing: 
Whatever doubts assail us, or what fears, 
Let us hold close one day, remembering 

Its poignant meaning for the hearts of men, 
Let us get back our childlike faith again. 

 
Grace Noll Crowell 



Time for Fellowship! 
 

Article and photos by Donna Parcell 
 

 
 

   In November the Nurture/Fellowship team 
sponsored a campfire and sing-a-long.  It 
must’ve been warmer when this activity was 
planned, because it was a windy and chilly 
afternoon!  But maybe campfires are better 
when it’s colder.  About fifteen people from 
the congregation gathered around the fire 
and enjoyed roasting marsh mellows and 
making s’mores.  Annabel instructed us all 
on the fine art of properly roasting a marsh 
mellow.  We had such a good time just 
talking that we almost forgot to sing!  In the 
end we really enjoyed our time of fellowship 
and of course the s’mores. 

 

 
     
 
 
 
 

Chocolate Crunch Crackle 
(aka Christmas Crack!) 

 

 
 

Makes 16 to 20 servings 
 

¼ box (1 sleeve) saltine crackers 
1 cup (2 sticks) butter 

½ cup sugar 
1 (12-ounce) bag semisweet 

chocolate chips 
Chopped walnuts (optional) 

 
Preheat the oven to 350°F. Line a 

jelly-roll pan with aluminum foil. 
 

Lay the saltines in single-layer rows. 
(You may have to break some to be 
sure no spaces exist between the 

crackers.) 
 

Melt the butter in a saucepan on low 
heat. Add the sugar and bring to a full 

boil over medium heat, stirring 
frequently. 

 
Pour the mixture over the crackers 

making sure all are covered. Bake for 
7 to 10 minutes. 

 
Sprinkle the chocolate chips over the 
hot crackers immediately and spread 
like a frosting as they meld. Sprinkle 

with chopped walnuts, if desired. 
 

Cool completely so the chocolate 
hardens. Cut into squares or break 
into bite-sized pieces like peanut 

brittle. 
 

Published in Inglenook Desserts by 
Brethren Press. 

 



November Youth News 
 

Article and photos by Donna Parcell 
 
 

 
 

     In November we celebrated National 
Junior High Sunday.  Joseph and Kadlin 
Grau, Claire Spigel, and Annabel and Adam 
Stewart did a great job as worship 
leaders.  We are so thankful for their 
willingness to serve in this way!  We were 
also blessed by Helen Spigel singing a 
beautiful solo.  The theme was “Take 
Courage,” based on the story of Jesus 
walking on water.  We learned to keep our 
focus on Jesus and not the storms all around 
us.  During the service we also learned about 
opportunities to encourage others.  We heard 
about the “Loss and Longing” support group 
that meets in our church, and had the 
opportunity to write notes of encouragement 
to them.  They really appreciated our 
notes!  We also learned more about the 
Organ Donor program.  We are praying that 
our Shelby gets a kidney soon. 
 

 
 
     
 
 
 

 We were also looking for a service project to 
do in November, but had trouble finding one 
outside of school hours.  Luckily the Witness 
team came through for us!  We decorated 
the tags to be hung on the church’s tree in 
the narthex.  This year we are supporting 
Heifer International.  The tags are for dollar 
amounts to send animals or a share of an 
animal to people in developing countries.  If 
you are impressed with how nice the tags 
look, you can thank Kadlin, Helen, and 
Adam.  They did a great job! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Small Talk 
by Kathy Moyer 

 

Excitement is mounting as we begin our 
December calendar … everyone knows that 
Christmas is not far away!  Our calendar 
song reminds us that Jesus is the reason for 
our celebration as we sing, “This month is 
December, Baby Jesus is born!”  We 
extend our thanks to 
the church family for 
the gift of coloring book 
Advent calendars for 
our children to enjoy in 
anticipation of Jesus’ 
birthday!  
 
As we celebrate the many joys of the holiday 
season, we will experience the many sweet 
sights, sounds, smells, and tastes of 
Christmas.  Our fine-motor skills will be 
challenged as we make a variety of 
Christmas arts and crafts, as well as enjoy 
Christmas manipulative games and puzzles. 
Sweet smells of Christmas will abound when 
we bake cookies to enjoy at snack time after 
reading the story, Arthur’s Christmas 
Cookies.  Instead of sweet treats for his 
family, Arthur’s cookies end up being tree 
ornament gifts when he mixes up salt for 
sugar in the recipe … and they turn out “hard 
as rocks!”  We will be sure to carefully check 
our ingredients so we can enjoy eating our 
cookies! 

 
Our indoor climber has 
been transformed into a 
Gingerbread House, 
welcoming friends for tea 
and visiting; or provides a 

quiet place to look at Christmas books.  Our 
puppet theater will become a stable this 
month, complete with a wide assortment of 
Nativity puppets. 
 
In order to encourage an awareness of 
sharing with those in need, we will be 
collecting children’s socks and healthful 
snacks to be distributed by the Keystone 
Opportunity Center. 
We hope to share these things from loved-
filled hearts this holiday season. 

As a special gift of ourselves, we look 
forward to playing our bells and singing our 
Christmas songs for our families just before 
the Christmas break.  This year we are so 
happy to be able to resume our traditional 
“Mary Had a Baby” program in the church 
sanctuary.  Only a few of our children are 
coming from homes which include church 
involvement.  We pray that the songs we 
sing about God’s great gift of love will touch 
the hearts of the parents and grandparents 
who come to hear them.   
 
Merry Christmas to you, from all of us at Wee 
Folk! 
 
 
 

 

Magic of Christmas 

There’s a magic that comes with Christmas, 
A magic that fills the heart, 

And it glistens in every window 
Of village, town, and mart, 

There’s a magic that comes with Christmas 
In Santa and fairy trees, 

In the laughter of merry children, 
And people on bended knees. 

 
There’s a magic that comes with Christmas, 

A magic for old and young, 
For it seems that people are kinder 

When simple carols are sung. 
There’s a magic that comes with Christmas, 

As the scarlet candles glow, 
Because Christ was born in a manger 

In Bethlehem long ago. 
 

Hilda Butler Farr 
 

 

 

 



WAYS TO GIVE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
By The Witness Team 

 
Christmas Tree Giving Tags 

 
Our Christmas Giving Tree this year is for 
Heifer International and will allow us to 
provide much needed gifts of life-sustaining 
animals and foods to areas in extreme need 
globally. 
 
Each of the tags on the tree is marked with 
specific types of animals and/or gifting 
baskets (see below). Please take as many 
tags as you would like and let us know what 
you have chosen to give by including the tag, 
a short note, or a memo on your check with 
your gift so that we can celebrate all that you 
have provided by your generosity!  
Remember you can chose to give an entire 
animal or simply purchase a share of an 
animal.  Keep in mind that there is no age 
limit to who can give. Perhaps a child or 
grandchild would love to know that they have 
helped buy a pig or goat or sheep for a family 
in another part of the world! 
 
If you are not currently attending in-person 
services to select tags from the tree, please 
contact the office during normal hours and let 
them know which type of gift tag you would 
like to donate. Remember to include a note 
or memo with your donation letting us know 
what you have chosen. 
 
Please return your donations for Heifer 
International by Sunday, January 1, 2023.  As 
always, thank you for your generous giving! 

 

 
 

Gift Tag Whole 
Animal/Gift 

Share of an 
Animal/Gift 

Heifer $500.00 $50.00 

Goat $120.00 $10.00 

Sheep $120.00 $10.00 

Alpaca $150.00 $20.00 

Pig $120.00 $10.00 

Ducks (12 

Ducklings) 
$20.00 N/A 

Flock of 
Chicks (10 to 

50 Chicks) 

$20.00 N/A 

Honeybees  
(Bees/Hive/ 
Box/Training) 

$30.00 N/A 

Garden Seeds  
(Variety of fruit & 
vegetable 
seedlings & 
saplings) 

$60.00 $10.00 

Hope Basket  
(Rabbits/ 
Chicks/Training 
in their care) 

$50.00 N/A 

Earth Gift 
Basket (Hive  

of Bees plus 
Seedlings of 
Trees) 

$60.00 N/A 

Gardeners’ 
Gift Basket 
(Tree seedlings/ 
rabbits/chick-
ens/hive of bees) 

$170.00 $20.00 

Food Basket 
(Fresh produce/ 
honey/coffee/ 
dairy products) 

$20.00 N/A 

 

 



 

 
 December Birthdays 
7 Debbie Houck 
10 Arlin Freed, Chris Spigel 
13 Rob Kishbaugh 
15 Tori Detweiler 
16 Morgan Pedersen 
17 Caris Williams, Levi Clemmer 
19 Isaac Houck 
21 Natasha Edwards 
24 Janet Detweiler 
31 Kadlin Grau, Dana Landis 
 
 Early January Birthdays 
6 Grace Benner 
 
If we are missing your birthday, please let the Church 
Office know!  We want to include everybody in our 
monthly birthday notice. 
 

 

 
 
 

The Shepherds Had an Angel 
 

The shepherds had an angel; 
The wise men had a star. 

But what have I, a little child,  
To guide me home from far,  

Where glad stars sing together 
And singing angels are? 

 
Lord Jesus is my Guardian,  

So I can nothing lack; 
The lambs lie in His bosom 

Along life’s dangerous track. 
The willful lambs that go astray,  
He, bleeding, brings them back.  

 
Those shepherds through the lonely night 

Sat watching by their sheep 
Until they saw the heav’nly host 

Who neither tire nor sleep,  
All singing “Glory, glory” 

In festival they keep. 
 

Christ watches me, His little lamb,  
Cares for me day and night,  

That I may be His own in heave’n; 
So angels clad in white 

Shall sing their “Glory, glory” 
For my sake in the height. 

 
Lord, bring me nearer day by day 

Till I my voice unite 
And sing my “Glory, glory” 
With angels clad in white. 

All glory, glory, given to Thee,  
Through all the heav’nly height. 

 
Christina G. Rossetti 

 

 


