DIOCESE OF FORT WORTH
CONTRACT FOR USE OF FACILITIES
1.

_______________________________________________ hereby agrees to permit use
(Name of Diocesan location)

Of ______________________________________ by ___________________________
(Specify facility)

(Party or parties reserving facility)

in return for which user named above agrees to the terms of this contract.
2.

User may use the facility on___________________ from ___________to ____________.
(Date)

(Hour)

(Hour)

3.*

A charge of $_

__ shall be paid in advance by the user for the rental of the facility.

4.*

A charge of $_

shall be paid in advance by the user for a Setup/Staff/Close fee.

5.*

A fee of $_
___ shall be paid in advance by the user as a damage and extraordinary clean up
deposit. This amount will be returned less any deductions for damage or extraordinary clean up
as determined by the agent of the Diocesan location.

6.

User agrees to provide a certificate of insurance to the Diocesan location, which provides
evidence of general liability coverage of not less than one million dollars ($1,000,000) per
occurrence. User also agrees to have the Diocesan location, the Diocese of Fort Worth and its
employees and volunteers named as “Additional Insured’s” on its general liability policy for the
dates of facility usage in relationship to the type of facility usage for claims which arise out of
the user’s operations or are brought against the Diocesan Location or Diocese by user’s
employees, agents, partners, family members, students, customers, function attendees, guests,
invitees, organizational members or associates. User also agrees to ensure that its liability policy
will be primary in the event of a covered claim or cause of action against the Diocesan location
or Diocese. If user of facility is unable to provide the Diocesan location with a certificate of
insurance, user agrees to apply for Special Events Coverage at a cost of $95.00 per event. User
will be notified of acceptance or denial of their application.

7.

The user shall be responsible for the behavior and actions of all persons attending the event. In
addition, the user hereby agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Bishop of the Diocese of
Fort Worth, the Diocesan location, their agents, servants or employees, of and from any and all
claims, demands, causes of action, damages and expense, including but not limited to attorney’s
fees and court costs, arising out of or in any way connected with or alleged to have arisen out of
or to be connected with the use of the facility by the user, the user’s agents, servants or
employees, or anyone coming onto the property due to the event.

8.

The Diocesan location has the right at any time to stop an activity or take possession of the
facility before expiration of the aforesaid closing time at the sole discretion of the Diocesan
location as represented by a member of its staff. However, this does not constitute an obligation
of the Diocesan location, or any other representative of the Diocese, to have anyone present
during the event.

9.

Alcohol _____will _____ will not be served at the event (check one). If alcohol is served, the
Policy on the Use of Alcohol – Diocese of Fort Worth must be observed and is fully
incorporated into and made a part of this contract of which the policy is Exhibit 1. Furthermore, a
designated bartender(s) shall be appointed by the user, who shall see that no underage person is
served alcohol, nor that anyone is served alcohol that the designated bartender considers
intoxicated. The user furthermore agrees that if anyone attending the event becomes intoxicated
that the user will provide the intoxicated person transportation home.

10. The Diocesan location may attach a further list of rules, designated as Exhibit 2, which is fully
incorporated into this contract. By signing this contract the user agrees to the above and any
further rules listed in Exhibit 2.

_____________________________________________

________________________________

(Signature of the user of the facility)

(Date)

___________________________________________________________________
(Diocesan location)

____________________________________________________________
(Signature of the Agent for the Diocesan location)

_________________________________________
(Date)

*The amounts called for in numbers 3,4 and 5 above are determined by the Diocesan location. It is
not to be construed that, for instance, Diocesan locations must charge facility use fees if there is a
local policy to the contrary.
Note that #7, above, is an indemnity clause that holds the Diocese and the Diocesan location
harmless.

Amended September 1, 2005

DIOCESE OF FORT WORTH
CONTRACT FOR USE OF FACILITIES

EXHIBIT 1
POLICY ON USE OF ALCOHOL
The use of alcohol in our society has long been a source of controversy. On the one hand, as part
of our many cultures for centuries, alcoholic beverages hold an honorable and welcome place in
family life and community celebrations. Yet we all realize how easily alcoholic beverages can be
abused, leading to great suffering because of the effects of dangerous addiction and the serious
damage done under its influence.
In developing a policy on the serving of alcoholic beverages in the context of church-sponsored
events, these values and these dangers must be carefully balanced.
Certainly we know that alcohol is not something evil. Christ our Savior gave us the Holy
Eucharist, his living body and blood, under the forms of bread and wine. Catholics will always
accept the basic goodness of alcohol as one of God’s many gifts to us and may wish to use this
gift in moderation in their own family circles.
However, because of the great amount of damage being caused by the abuse of alcohol in our present
society, there is a pressing need to deal with it with special caution, and for the Church to set an
example of using it responsibly. Many parishes in the Diocese have already adopted policies in this
regard, deciding not to provide alcoholic beverages of any kind at parish functions. Every parish is
asked to consider carefully whether such a policy may be the best course.
The following minimum regulations are binding on every parish, school and agency of the Diocese of
Fort Worth at all functions which they sponsor in any way. These regulations take effect on July 1,
1993.
1. Selling alcoholic beverages: No alcoholic beverage will be sold at any function sponsored by a
parish, school, or other agency of the Diocese, whether the function takes place on or off
church property.
2. Serving alcoholic beverages: Beer and/or wine may be served at a function sponsored by a
parish, school, or other agency of the Diocese, whether the function takes place on or off
church property, provided it is served without charge and only if food is also served on that
occasion.
3. Serving alcoholic beverages when facilities are being used by persons at a function not
sponsored by a parish, school, or other agency of the Diocese: Beer and/or wine may be
served, but only without charge at these functions, and only if food is also served.
4. When church facilities are used by persons at a function not sponsored by a parish, school, or
other agency of the Diocese, they will be required to sign the contract provided by the
Diocese with the “hood harmless agreement specified in number 7.

Addendum to Alcohol Policy:
A. When serving a meal, a parish or school may serve wine or beer with the meal, and may have
a brief social before the dinner at which wine and beer are served, even when tickets are sold for
the event.
B. “Free will offerings” for alcoholic beverages at parish or school events are to be considered a
sale, and are prohibited.
C. “BYOB” parties sponsored by parishes or school are not permissible when a charge is made
for admission. This term usually refers to hard liquor. It is likewise not permitted to bring
one’s own beer or wine to a church or school event, where there is a charge made for admission.

Addendum July 1, 1996
Amended September 1, 2005

