Sins Sour Witness of God's Sweet Grace
by Steve Mc\ey

Imagine God covering you with the palm of His haBdrrounded by His protective
grace, you are safe. Outside the hollow of His haradspiritual battle, a frenzy of evil
swirling, churning up filth and corruption like amgry tornado in the middle of a
landfill - a violent storm that will not be stillad the midst of a supply of garbage that
ill not be exhausted. But you are safe. After @lhd covers you. You know what is
going on around you in this wicked world, but ish& touched you.

Then, suddenly, in a moment for which you wereprepared, it seems that God lifts His hand. Inky dor a
moment. But in that brief moment, you are caughinuie evil that surrounds you like a child besmatched
away by the updraft of a tornado's current. In thatnent, you sin. It is a sin for which you wiltéa be
ashamed. But, for now, there is no shame. Thavalisthe paradoxical experience of self-centeredifyration
filled simultaneously with intense pleasure andig@&mptiness.

Then, just as suddenly as the Hand seemed ta kftyers you again. You come to your senses. éalize
what you have done and are truly appalled. "Howdbdo that?" the recriminating voice of accusatio
screams within you. Filled with self-loathing armhéusion, you begin to wonder if you really knowyself at
all.

Satan couldn't lay a finger on Job until God fiifs¢éd His protective hand just long enough for Himget at
him. Why does God do such a thing? Why will He\allgs fail, when we have repeatedly asked Him tad'le
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evN¥hy will He at times say to Satan about us, "Wheahhs is in
your power" (Job 1:12)? In other words, why doesl @bow us to be overtaken by sin at times?

Perhaps one reason why God allows us to make sihf@ites is to show us what we would be apart firosn
enduring grace in our lives. Have you sinned migdgfaAre you filled with an awareness of your ovariudres?
Take heart. God is still in control. Don't thinkuyee that much worse off than those you know wheeha
made the same kind of foolish choices as yourself.

Squeaky clean elder brothers who have never ewehthe brochure about the far country, let alonéeka
house there, run inherent risks of their own. Dondunderstand, no one would advocate prodigalcglsdior a
number of reasons. Not the least of which is tlogtfaat it suffocates the very thing it pretendsfter - life.

On the other hand, there is something to be saidtahe difference between the way grace is reaeghand
appreciated by prodigal sons and their pious brsthi&rodigals weep in their father's arms, overmieel by a
forgiveness and acceptance which is given befoea e much as an apology is offered. Their selfteigus
brothers, however, are too busy tallying their @eare card to even recognize that their brothein"whs dead
... has begun to live" (Luke 15:32).

It is in our moments of desperation and hopelessoassed by sin that we become motivated to loetarid
our Father. It is at those moments that God likeshow up and show off. Running toward us with watshed
arms and tear stained cheeks, He laughs out lohig @nbraces us, still covered with the stenchrietichig
manure. He kisses our cheek and cries out in gitreawoice that reverberates throughout the usgeiMy
child is home! My child is home!”



When a son of God has been in the far country lagx tomes home to that reception, something iniiim
forever changed. He can never quite be the same. @gainternal adjustment takes place that somebongs
things into focus in a way never known until noviaeTawe of having been totally accepted, tenderlyraned
and then completely restored lays hold on an edigad's soul with a grip that will forever refuse be broken.
There is a sense in which your sins are a testaafevitat you would be without God. It's an uglylsigso
look away from your sins and look to your Heaverfther. Call upon Him and then trust Him to protemi
from sin’s pull. Cry out to Him when you feel thpdraft of temptation in your life. He is sufficiefur every
temptation you will ever face.
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Did Jesus Come To Change God’s Mind About Us
or Our Minds About God?

Since Adam sinned in The Garden, man has had @@dtunderstanding of who our
Father is, thinking Him to be a harsh Judge instdadloving Father. But sin didn't
change God. It changed man. Jesus came to setdbe rstraight and help us get our
minds right about the Father. He didn't come tangeavhat God the Father thinks abo
us, but came to change what we think about Him.

Hebrews 1:3 says, "The Son is tiagiance of God'sglory. The word "radiance" is the
Greek wordapaugasma and literally means "out-raying" as in the way tags of the sun
shine out from its surface. The word "glory" is theeek worddoxa and means "opinion.
(For example, when we sing "The Doxology," we angisag a word (Logos) about our
opinion (doxa) of God.)

So the Bible tells us that Jesus is the out-ragin@God's opinion. Opinion about what or whom? Abesiand
what He thinks of us! Jesus came to be the exgesgion of the Father's opinion of you. Everytharggclaim
to know about God our Father needs to be Chrisittdbg centered in Christ Jesus and what He hasated to
us about the Father.

Don't let anything other than Jesus Himself be ywmurce for understanding who the Father is. "Gétdy He
spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets inynp@rtions and in many ways, in these last dagsspaken
to usin His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whalso He made the world" (Hebrews 1:1-
2).



Jesus came to show us the Father and what He bas sis perfectly and clearly is that our Fathdrase.
That's it. Nothing more. Nothing less. Every ottectrine or viewpoint we may develop must be greadhih
that reality. Whether it's His justice or His merelys wrath or His patience, His strong sovereigmtyis still
small voice . . . you name it. It all must be ursteod in the light of the fact that HeLove or we will
inadvertently stray away from a biblical theologyo the smog of a human wisdom polluted by religion
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For a limited time when you purchase any of the fol lowing DVD series,

you will receive the workbook for free! Thatsa$  15.00 or $11.00 Value

THE GRACE WALK EXPERIENCE is an eight week study designed to take the reader
into a deeper understanding of the grace walk. WMoikbook is divided into daily teachings,
breaking each topic down for a more in-depth stoflyvhat it means to understand our
identity in Christ. This is an interactive workbqadesigned to bring you to the place where
grace becomes much more than a doctrine. Gracarsemfied in the Person of Jesus Christ.
An excellent tool for Sunday School classes, smgadlups or individual studyDVD Set
$40.00 (Free wkbk $15 value)

JOURNEY INTO INTIMACY _ Through this eight week study, you will discovettew
to see Christ in your daily routine « The key tceosoming a guilty conscience * The
secret to moving beyond mistakes made in your paste way to develop a greater
sense of intimacy with God that will create a cetesnt Christian walk. « How to
experience God's comfort during your deepest triahsexcellent eight week study tool
for Sunday School classes, small groups or indaligtudyDVD Set $40.00 (Free wkbk $15
value)

WALKING IN THE WILL OF GOD ___ Just what is God’s plan for me anyway? Why is
figuring out His will so complicated? Wouldn't ielgreat to find out that God doesn't want
you stressed and anxious about your life? That &erhade knowing His will simple? You
can relax...it's true. The God of the Bible ismgtaht and manipulative. He's not a formula to
figure out. Instead, He's a Father you can {80 Set $40.00(Free book—$11 value)




