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Do you ever feel like your life as a Christian tsmaking much of an impact in the world around y¢u?
is easy to compare ourselves with other people séleon to be mightily used by God and wonder why avetc
measure our own success to the same extent. Yauehly Father wants you to know something about
yourself — He is proud of you.

It isn’t because of what you do or don’t do. liscause you belong to Him. I've seen some uglydsabi
in my lifetime, but never found a parent yet whaswaproud of their child. If we are proud of ourildren
simply because they are our own, imagine how poud-ather is of His own children in whom residas H
very nature. (See 2 Peter 1:3-4)

How can you find encouragement about your life gredeffect you are having in God’s Kingdom?
Several actions on your part might help:

1.Remember that you don’t always know the good youldoring the 19 century, political figure and
diplomat Charles Francis Adams kept a diary. Onehgaentered: "Went fishing with my son today dag
wasted." His son, Brook Adams, also kept a diatyictvis still in existence. On that same day, Bréolams
made this entry: "Went fishing with my father--tim@st wonderful day of my life!" The father thoudte was
wasting his time while fishing with his son, buslsion saw it as an investment of time.

We may be surprised when we get to heaven andwiisthe many ways that the Holy Spirit used us to
touch lives when we weren’'t even aware of what aggpening. Don’t underestimate the ways that the
ordinary actions of your life may be used to tootters. Jesus lives through you everyday. Restarfiact that
He will accomplish whatever He wants to do throygh. It isn’t up to you to make things happen. Jakix.

He’ll handle it all and will use your life in waybat you may not even know.

2. Don’t compare yourself to other peoplEhe Bible teaches that comparison like this shoVesk of
understanding. (See 2 Corinthians 10:12) I'm remthdf the story of the rooster who saw a softlyatig in a
field across the fence and remarked to the henigls;&don’t mean to criticize, but look at thesiof the eggs
they're laying over there!”  Comparison often sgeftom a misunderstanding of what we are seeingtaiie
to compare the strongest points we find in othetls the weakest areas of our own lives. Anybody fegh
inferior when we fall into that trap. The best tpifor your own peace of mind is to not go therer Bather’'s
plan for each of us in unique. It is foolish to quare ourselves with others.

3. Know that your Father will see to it that youlfill the plans He has for you.
Ephesians 2:10 teaches that He has prepared gatd wadvance for you to fulfill. It isn’t up to us to
manufacture good works. We are simply to rest insEland know that it is His responsibility to dbat we
fulfill every good work that our Father has detamed for us. Good works aren’t our gift to God. Tlaeg His
gift to us! God is at this very moment workingyiou to will and to do His good pleasure! (Philipmsa2:13)

Rest in the fact that your heavenly Father widauplish in and through your life all that He has
planned for you.Because you trust Him, your life will touch manypke in ways that can’t be measured in
this lifetime. He will see to that.

Be encouraged. You are loved passionately by AltgiGod. Abandon self-consciousness and trust
Him. He will do the rest. Yoare making a difference. One day you'll see it. Uttign, simply believe it by
faith. Your Father has said so.



A Message From Steve M cVey

As regular readers of tierace Vine know, | very seldom mention the finances of ouristiny. We thak God
for each person who regularly supports Grace Whaliugh your prayers and donations. I'm writing dtibis
now because | think those who care need to ki

For the past few months, we have seen a downwand in giving that motivates me to se where we are
with you. Donations have dropped significantly dgrthe spring. In May, our income was one half batwvas
necessary to cover the expenses of the ministrgnKinlly, due to year end gifts in December, weenalle tc
meet our expenses.

It's not unusual for there to be a decrease imgiduring the summer months, but since income idedist
dropped during the spring and we are just approgdiie summer, it seemed like a good idea to mak
aware of the situation and ask you toy with me about it. Would you pray that our Fatidf touch the
hearts of those who love this message to contmbe faithful during these coming months? Would sk
Him to raise up additional donors who will becoragular givers to Grace Wall

I've been told by numerous people who love Grace&\tfialt the only way people know what's going o s
let them know. It's interesting that the ones whve generously are the ones who think | shouldrsaye abou
finances. It's not an easy thing foe to know how to best do that. | sincerely try twoabuse the open hearts
those generous friends of this ministry who careualthe month to month needs. At the same timenwi
think it's necessary, | try to be honest and nat urtil it feelslike the ship is sinking. There's a consi
tension between asking too much and not asking et®ugh. | probably err on the latter but I'm agkrou
now if you will pray and consider your donationg#ese | think it's the right time and the righng to do.

If such requests offend you, please accept my gyaad disregard this request. If your heart retesaith
mine about the desire to see Grace Walk Ministragginue to reach across the world with this messhgsk
you to pray and respdras you are led. | hope you know my heart by n@N anough to realize that | only a
when | really think it's important.

So, having said thatwill you pray with me? Will you be faithful in yoiwgiving? Thank you so much to thc
who faithfully give This ministry has shared the grace walk messag#xacontinents since 1996 becaus
people like you, whose lives have been impactethbynessage we share and who love and believési
particular ministry. You are a gift from our Fatteerd | dor't take you for granted.

Freedom Fighters

Those who understand the message of the graceddfi&e a special place in this world as
fight the legalistic lies that enslave sincere &fans. In this series of teachings, Steve McVéy
forth fourimportant topics that will equip you to be effeetim leading others out of the bondag
dead religion into the freedom of a godly lifestgteart from religious obligations. If you he
friends or family who you want to see be set freeffaulty ideas about what the Christian life
about and see them enter the freedom of the gralkethis series will help you and the

Session 1: Preach Grace!

In this session, Steve discusses the proclamdtigrace and the contamination of grace. Yc
learn here four ways to effectively proclaim thessage of grace in a way that counteracts the cordted view that man
have of what it means to live adiyp lifestyle.




Session 2: Protect Grace!

Drawing from the Apostle Paul's words to the elddrEphesus about the wolves who would arise grtd tiraw the church
into legalism, Steve shows the biblical way toseca minister of grace who defeats the menaceade that still exists in the
church world today.

Session 3: Practice Grace!

This session answers the criticism that those acht grace advocate passivity by considering twampaical statements
about the effect grace has on our service. If y@eWer been told that grace encourages lazinéss @hristian life, this
teaching will equip you to answer that charge.

Session 4: Pursue Grace!

In this final session, Steve teaches about theltiings that grace does in our lives to cause be tuccessful in our fight for
freedom on the behalf of others. This teachingmtivate and instruct you on how to move forwaitthhe fight for
freedom until you see the captives you love tra@\sét free in Christ.

Four 30 minute teachings available on DVD and CD
or Download MP3 from our website.

Disappointment
By Steve McVey

Dr. Lenore Campbell wrote, “Early in my career atoator | went to see a patient who was coming out
of anesthesia. Far off church chimes sounded angdhent murmured, ‘I must be in heaven.” Thensive
me. ‘No, | can't be,” she said. ‘There's Dr. Canipbe

Disappointment — we’ve all had to deal with itiates, haven't we? Even people who have been known
as successes in life have faced disappointmenkaAtier the Great conquered Persia, but broke dodnvapt
because his troops were too exhausted to pushladito John Quincy Adams, sixth President of th§.U
wrote in his diary: "My life has been spent in vaimd idle aspirations, and in ceaseless rejectegeps that
something would be the result of my existence berato my species.” Robert Louis Stevenson wrebdeds
that continue to delight and enrich our lives, gatiwhat did he write for his epitaph? "Here lie® avho
meant well, who tried a little, and failed much."

Everybody faces disappointment, but how are dhristto deal with it? The answer boils down tottrus
in Jesus Christ. That means not just professindraat, but practicing it. When we know that He ife, the
sting of disappointment finds a healing salve mtituth of His Word.

| have found a particular verse in the Bible taabgood antidote to disappointment in my circumsgan
It is found in Philippians 1:6, where Paul wrotEpf | am confident of this very thing, that He wihegan a
good work in you will perfect it until the day ofh@st Jesus.” This verse is a reminder that the 6 our lives
isn’t up to us, but rests on the shoulders of Goddelf. This verse promises that He started Hiskvitoryou
and He will be the one to sustain it. At the risloeersimplifying the matter, “God’s going to do athGod’s
going to do.” We get into trouble when we thinkttlour agenda has to be fulfilled in life. It isaj to us to
fulfill our plans. That's God’s business. Our radesimply to trust Him in every circumstance.

Are there disappointments you face in your owa tdday? Place them into the hands of a sovereign
God who loves you and already has the detaild®fdbrked out for you. It's okay to feel disappoirnt.

That’s normal, but don’t be dominated by it. Insteacknowledge your feelings to the Lord and tlanylour
expectations at His feet. Then move forward, basgured that He has your best interest at heasvaingork
out all things for your ultimate good and His highglory.



