March 2015
Making Disciples filled with the Light of Hope!
Oh dear beloved friends of this ministry,
We are so very grateful and thankful for your love, prayers and support of this ministry!
2014 was an exciting year where God literally moved mountains and has shown that HE is the wonderful
God of the impossible! As we look back on all HE has done; on all the ministry outreach HE has originated;
on all the relationships HE has built; and on all the lives HE has changed; we are truly amazed!
HE continues to stretch us in our faith and vision of what HE wants to accomplish here in
North Central West Virginia. We are truly missionaries to an area which is in desperate
need of the Light and Hope of Jesus Christ, Who truly is our ONLY HOPE!
The Appalachians have been a land of despair for far too long, and God has called us to
bring the Light and Hope of Christ to a dark and famished area.
The people living in this area are typically very friendly, kind and helpful to one another.
There is a strong sense of what is right and of what ought to be while at the same time
there is often a strong resistance to change. While most people do express belief in the
Bible and have respect for the church, the reality is that better than 65% of the region is unchurched. Some
counties are as high as 80%. This is a startling statistic! To believe that the Bible teaches us good things
necessary to live right and to be kind and helpful to others is good, however, it is not going to prepare
people for eternity!
A Pastor recently shared with us that H.O.P.E. means Helping Others Prepare for Eternity!
HOPE is what LightHouse of Hope Ministries is all about! We are
about bringing the message of real LIFE in Christ Jesus -- Who is
the only Way to truly know God; Who is the Source of all Truth (the
Bible); and Who brings true deliverance and freedom to live Life free
from both the penalty and power of sin. There is true freedom in
knowing and living in Christ Jesus! Religion and respect for religion
does not change our lives and fill us with true and lasting love,
hope, peace and joy. Only a real, living relationship with Jesus
Christ truly changes our lives wherein we are never the same! That
is our message! And we share it to literally hundreds of people
each week through twelve ongoing Classes, Bible studies and Prayer meetings -- not to mention our continuous one-on-one discipling.
This year, God has called us to take on full responsibility and financial control of
the H.I.S. BridgeBuilders inner city ministry (out of Dallas, TX) that we have partnered with for 9 years. We have added Gwen Cornman and Terri Wilson to our
staff’s payroll and have stepped out in faith that God will provide all our financial
needs. We have come to understand how important this ministry is in our area!
West Virginia is the only state whose entire territory falls within the Appalachian
region -- a region that has become synonymous with destitution and illiteracy.
While the natural beauty is stunning and the land is abundant in natural resources, Appalachia has long struggled with and has been associated with
poverty.
The national poverty rate in 2013 was 14.5% (those who make less than the
Federal government’s official poverty threshold). According to “Poverty USA”
statistics, our county’s poverty rate is 20.2% in a state where the overall
poverty rate is 18.2%.
A recent article in our local paper
stated that 1/3 of West Virginia school-children under age 6 live
in poor households and are at risk of falling significantly behind
their classmates’ achievements. God has impressed upon us
that the work we have been doing in hundreds of families over
the last 9 years MUST continue! Our weekly education classes
ARE making a difference -- especially in the lives of children.
In fact, The annual Children’s Easter Play will be held April 4th
in the Laurel Lanes Low Income Housing Community! The
children grow so much in reading, memorizing and
confidence as they practice and perform this play! The
community loves this presentation as proud parents,
grandparents and relatives gather to watch their child shine and
share a message of HOPE!!!
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Our Board of Directors met in January, and they are very excited about 2015 and the wonderful ministry
opportunities before us.
While we will continue to do the work of Helping Pastors Make Disciples through Prayer, Bible Study and
Evangelism (A Flame for Christ Ministries);
And while we will continue to help Pastors and their churches as well citizens throughout our community
Get Ready Ahead of Catastrophic Events (Project G.R.A.C.E.);
We are excited about the addition of the full responsibility of the Inner City Ministry here in Clarksburg! (the
partnership we have had with H.I.S. BridgeBuilders for 9 years)

In fact, because the ministry has become so multi-faceted, our Board voted to embrace a new name for the
ministry that matches our mission to bring the Light of the Hope of Jesus Christ to Appalachia.

God’s new name for the ministry is the “LightHouse of Hope Ministries”.
As we mentioned earlier, God has proven to be the God of the impossible!!! When we look at the broken
lives all around us, addictions of all sorts, murder, prostitution, human trafficking, child abuse, rage, despair
and fear -- it is totally impossible for man to fix! The government can’t fix it. All programs have failed.
Matthew 19:26 says “with man this is impossible, BUT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE”!
We have people praying every Tuesday night, every Saturday morning, and Sundays for the God of the
impossible to pour out the Holy Spirit with such great power that the people will cry out “How must I be
saved?!” -- Praying fervently that people’s hearts will be opened to true and lasting Hope!

We believe the God Who can move mountains -- the God of the impossible -- has heard these prayers and
that He is about to move.
Please join us in this move of God.
Please join us in prayer for our area of the Appalachians.
Please pray about financially supporting this work of God.
We need you to be partners in bringing Hope to the Appalachians here in North Central West Virginia.
Blessings to you in Christ Jesus,
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