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THE BEACON 

My Dear Sisters and Brothers --- Resurrection People! 

We’re deep into Eastertide and evidences of resurrection 
continue to create joy, ease pain, fill lonely spaces in the 
lives of friends, and extend the love of Christ to countless 
persons in retirement centers, after-school kids pro-
grams, school classrooms and across our community. 

But as we know, for “Resurrection People” all is not 
sweetness and light.  We, too, along with our sisters and 
brothers across history and creation, are linked not only 
by the joy that is so deeply embedded in our hearts and 
symbolized by Easter lilies and empty crosses, but also by 
the individual and the collective pain and human-inflicted 
suffering we share in common with others as sister and 
brother human beings on this planet. 

This week, the week following the ending of the Jewish 
observance of Passover and the Christian celebration of 
Easter, I pause in my daily schedule of hospital visits, 
worship planning, sermon preparation, and general “busy
-ness” to honor and remember more than Six Million 
Jews among the Twelve Million Souls who perished dur-
ing the Holocaust of mid-20th Century Europe, destruc-
tion inflicted upon humanity by Adolph Hitler’s Nazi re-
gime of fear, hate, and unprecedented systematic vio-
lence. 

While the First Century Herodian murder of infants re-
mains indelibly part of our own “religious memory,” the 
technologies of genocide have been part of the human 
arsenal of war for centuries. In the centuries since, hu-
manity has developed far greater efficiencies for killing, 
technologies of mass destruction and murder … each and 
all contrary to the affirmations we as Disciples of Jesus 
Christ repeatedly but often passively affirm. 

Hitler’s “Final Solution” required the intellectual dismissal 
of human value before any significant popular critique or 
effective political resistance could materialize.  Lutheran 
pastor Martin Niemoller witnessed the systematic de-
monization of minorities across Europe, counting himself 
as one who stood silent by. His words echo today as we 
remember the countless millions who have died during 
our own brief histories in this and the last century and as 

we recon with political forces in our own day who dehu-
manize before destroying and who depend upon human 
differences of race, religion, social status, and/or political 
philosophy to divide us:  

“First they came for the socialists,     

and I did not speak out because I was not a 
socialist.       

Then they came for the trade unionists,                                                                                    

and I did not speak out because I was not a 
trade unionist.  

Then they came for the Jews,   

  and I did not speak out because I 
was not a Jew.    

Then they came for me,  

and there was no one left to speak for me.” 

In this “Season of Resurrection” it is imperative that we 
who claim the mantle of Christian Discipleship, rediscover 
our voices and speak out for those whom Jesus himself 
identified in words reported in Matthew’s Gospel, Chap-
ter 25:  “When you did it for/to the least of these, my 
brothers and sisters, you did it to me.” 

May our worship, our praise, our prayers, and our speech 
be reified in our behaviors and actions as we “speak out” 
and act on behalf of “the least” among us today.  

Remember!  We worship Sunday at 10 AM and dine next 
Friday, May 5, at the First Fresh Fish Fry! Join us in peace 
and joy!  God’s Blessings be yours. 

In His Service,               

   Will 



Just a Note From Megan Mash 

And he walks with me, 
and he talks with me, 
and he tells me I am his own; 
and the joy we share as we tarry there, 
none other has ever known. 

 
The Gospel of John gives us a glimpse of the early morning experience of Mary Magdalene following Jesus’ 
resurrection. This account in the twentieth chapter is one that is often read at Easter. This text was a favor-
ite of hymn writer C. Austin Miles. He notes that it is one that he would read often. The constant reading of 
this passage led Miles to write the beloved hymn “In the Garden.” Miles writes this about the hymn’s 
origin: 
 

One day in March, 1912…I drew my Bible toward me; it opened at my favorite chapter, John 
20…That meeting of Jesus and Mary Magdalene had lost none of its power to charm. As I 
read it that day, I seemed to be part of the scene. I became a silent witness to that dramatic 
moment in Mary’s life, when she knelt before her Lord, and cried, “Rabboni!” …Under the 
inspiration of this vision I wrote as quickly as the words could be formed the poem exactly as 
it has since appeared. 
 

Miles does not simply set the scripture text but expands upon and interprets it. This scripture passage, not 
unlike others, has the possibility of only telling us the essential facts of Mary Magdalene’s encounter with 
Jesus in the garden. Prior to this event Mary Magdalene finds herself full of grief. Not only has Jesus been 
crucified but she has now found the tomb empty and wants to know where Jesus has been taken. Once her 
eyes are opened to know it is Jesus who stands before her I can only imagine what she would have said to 
him. It is likely there is an interaction not recorded in the gospel. Miles provides us with an idea of what 
that could have been like in the refrain. Jesus probably walked and talked with Mary and reassured her that 
everything was alright. The final stanza of the hymn tells about the end of their encounter: 
 
 I’d stay in the garden with him 
 though the night around me be falling, 
 but he bids me go; 
 thru the voice of woe 
 his voice to me is calling. 
 

Jesus tells Mary Magdalene to go and tell the disciples about what she has seen and that he is alive! And 
not to worry because the story is not over yet and he will eventually ascend into heaven. The United Meth-
odist Hymnal, our current hymnal, is the first Methodist hymnal this hymn was published in and was the 
most requested hymn to be included. This speaks to our desire to have a person encounter with Jesus like 
Mary Magdalene did. We want to know Jesus is close. As we experience Jesus is settings of quiet and soli-
tude it is important to remember his final words to Mary Magdalene in the garden. “Do not hold on to me, 
for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” (John 20:17) Go and tell the world that Jesus is alive in 
our world today and walks with us and talks with us and reminds us that we are indeed his own. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting is the Spring Luncheon 
May 19, 2017 

Check Sunday Bulletin for  
Luncheon Restaurant and time. 

Next Meeting 
Saturday, May 13 at 8 am 

Fellowship Hall 

The Tuesday morning bible study group has experienced a great season of study. 

Our class ran from September 2016 until June 2017. We had a group of be-
tween 10 and 15 people throughout the season. We accomplished the completion of 
5 studies by Adam Hamilton lasting from 6-8 weeks each. We started the studies with 
“The Acts”. Then continued with the Hamilton studies of “Revival”; “The Call”; 
“John”; “The Journey”; and the “The Way”.  

We are now completing the study of “Psalms” from the Disciple Bible study 
series. Which will finish in June. Making a total of 7 completed and inspiring studies.  

So, to say the least we have had an inspiring and fruitful season. We had Bob 
and Theresa Cary who came in for the winter all the way from the great state of New 
Hampshire. Also, Enid Wible and Barbara Danner from the north lands also came to 
participate with us. We are hopeful they will return next season and perhaps even 
more of the folks from the great land up north. It was inspiring to have them here to study with us. It is a joy 
to participate with such a group of dedicated Christians.  

The group also contributed to the work of the church by making contributions to the battered women 
charity of Indian River county. They also contributed financially to the “Welcome Table” and some worked in 
the endeavor as they were able, headed by Donna Oborne who was also in attendance.   
We are hoping for a great turn out again next session. We will announce when we begin the fall series of 
study. 
 

We wish peace and love for all, 
Bill and Lynda Chapman 
 

No Host May Fellowship Potluck 

 

Beverages provided 

Bring Dish to pass 

Fellowship Hall 

6 PM 

 



DISCRETIONARY FUND (Grace In Action)  May 7, 2017 
We traditionally take a special collection for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (Grace in Action) on the first Sunday of 
the month. We are trying to help as many individuals as possible, so if you are able to make a donation, please put it 
in a pew envelope  or your envelope and mark for  Discretionary Fund.  You can also give online 
www.sebastionumc.com  

The Welcome Table is in need of Food Dona-

tions & Workers 

Our May 26th dinner, being served at Grace’s 
Landing and By The River, will be a Salad Plate 
Trio of Tuna, Chicken & Ham Salad plus Des-
sert. 

Once again the sign-up sheet is in the Narthex 
prior to service & on the Hospitality Table during 
Fellowship.  Please donate however you may 
be called.   All donations must be brought to the 
Fellowship Hall by Sunday May 21

st
 marked 

with your name & “Welcome Table”. 

Please also indicate on the bottom of the dona-
tion sheet if you would like to cook or work the 
dinners. We need 5 cooks & 8 to 10 dinner 
workers 

CPR/AED training course on May 6, 2017 
in the Fellowship Hall  at 10:30 AM for 
those interested in taking this course.  The 
fee is only $15. This class is not for certifi-
cation. 
Sign up with me either at 
nancy@teamfoxy.com or by phone  
Cell 772 713-4853 
 

Thank you and God Bless, 
Nancy Fox 

Note: 

AED machine is located in 

the Fellowship Hall Kitch-

en, just inside door on the 

wall. 

Thank you… thank you,…thank you… 
 

 I want to thank my church family for the love and 
support  
that I received following my fall.  All the phone calls, cards, 
meals and to just come by and visit with me. 
It has been a long process, but I am on the mend and anx-
ious 
to see you all again. 
I also thank you for all of your prayers.    God is good!!! 
 
Blessings, 
Mary Lou Rothfuss 

 

Happy Birthday May 

 

 

Muriel Douglas  May 4 
Chuck Benjamin  May 5 
Norva Green  May 8 
Sherry Hunter  May 11 
Alan Hulse   May 12 
Harold Banta  May 28 
Carol Pheneger  May 28 

Happy Anniversary 

Ed & Janice Ertel   May 2, 1952 
Brad & Janice Marx  May 2, 1964 
Ed & Yvonne Oleksy  May 2, 1992 
Harold & Pat Banta  May 7, 1961 
Lee & Marlene Kalsch  May 9, 1961 
Ron & Barbara Farrington May 30, 1998 

mailto:nancy@teamfoxy.com


Size Small Medium Large X-Large 2XL 3XL 4XL Total 

June         

August         

Cost         

June T-Shirt August T-Shirt 

Music Camp T-Shirt Order Form 

Order forms are due by May 21. Return to Megan or the church office. 

Cost is $20 per shirt. Please submit payment with form. 
 

 

Name:_______________________________________________Telephone: _________________________________________  

Each  T-Shirt Purchased 

covers the cost of a 

camper’s t-shirt 

Music Camp Registration Now Open $35 For the entire Week! 

sumcmusiccampjune2017.eventbrite.com 

sumcmusiccampaugust2017.eventbrite.com 

  First Friday Fish Fry 
Sebastian United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 

   May 5, 2017    
    $7 

SUMC Methodist Men will be hosting a  
First Friday Fish Fry Fundraiser  

every month. 
Join us for fresh fried fish! 

First Fish out of the Fryer at Five (5 pm) 
 
 
5 pm to 7 pm or until fish is gone! 
Come Early! 

Menu 
Fish Basket with Hush Puppies, Slaw  $7 
Can Soda     $1 
Side Bake Beans    $1 
Fish Basket to Go    $7.50 

First Friday 

http://www.sumcmusiccampjune2017.eventbrite.com
http://www.sumcmusiccampaugust2017.eventbrite.com


 

What is our Mission? 

 

Are we His disciples?   
Do others see Him through us?   
Are our words His words & our actions His actions? 

 
 Those questions can be really overwhelming.  That is quite a responsibility.  Many 

thoughts come to mind when I ponder them.  Sometimes, I must confess, I try not to pon-

der them.  Maybe then they will just go away & not nag at the back of my mind.  I realize I 

can’t just skate by letting life happen & reacting on a whim.  I believe I have to be inten-

tional if I really want to get it right.  But sometimes, life just gets in the way!! 

 I am busy, I volunteer for various church functions, I do behind the scene stuff for 

committees.  I answer the call to help when someone from my church asks for help.  I bet 

that sounds like most of us.  So check mark!  I’m doing it, YES!!  OK so then why is that 

voice still nagging at the back of my mind? 

 I think I know what it is, but I’m not sure that I can give myself that checkmark eve-

ry day with this one.  Attitude.  It is not always easy to have a loving attitude.  I seriously 

try, I think we all intend to, but boy sometimes it is hard, really hard.  I know a few people 

who can get me to the point of fighting with myself to have & display that loving attitude.  

Sometimes I lose the fight.  So I am realizing I have to allow Jesus to be a part of it all. 

 In conversing with others I believe we are praying & having quiet time with God.  

That is how I think we are fed and prepped for discipleship.  With that we join & volunteer 

& work & help.  All wonderful things that positively impact our church & our community, 

maybe even our world.  But what about the Attitude?  Do we have a Jesus attitude as we 

go about our business without intentionally working at it?  I’m thinking yes, sometimes; but 

then again sometimes not.   

 Like that guy in line who takes way too long to get his money out,  the woman who 

pulled into the parking space I was waiting for, the person who commits to doing some-

thing then forgets, someone who is rude or talks harshly to me, the adult child who doesn’t 

always behave like an adult.  All these people get in the way of me trying to have a loving 

attitude. I am betting in those moments it might not be His words or actions that come 

shining through. 

 I think of Christ’s words on the cross “Father forgive them, they know not what 

they do” Wow! If under those circumstances Jesus could have a loving heart.  How must it 

hurt him when I treat one of His without a loving heart?  Don’t I owe Him more than that?  

Besides being his intentional disciples I think being intentional about acting 

with a loving heart was what he taught by his many examples.   

Maybe that is why there is a nagging thought in the back of my mind?  May-

be, just maybe, our daily, mundane interactions need as much intentionalism 

as volunteering & working and helping??  

Blessings Peace & Joy 

Donna Oborne 
Mission Chair 
 

 

Donna Oborne, Chairman 

MISSIONS 

John Wesley’s Approach to Mission  

Jeff Hiatt, M.Th, D.Miss.  
Click on the John Wes-
ley’s Approach to Mis-
sions to read article 
 

John 15:16 

"You did not choose Me but 
I chose you, and appointed 
you that you would go and 
bear fruit, and that your fruit 
would remain, so that what-
ever you ask of the Father in 
My name He may give to 
you. 

2017 FLORIDA  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 June 8-10, 2017 

  

http://place.asburyseminary.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1190&context=asburyjournal
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/John/15/16


SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
 1 

4 pm Ecumenical 
Council LCR 
7 pm SPR CO 
 
 

2 
10 am Aphasia FH 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
7 pm Welcome 
Table  CO 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

3 
6 pm  Brownies 
CCR 
 
 
7 pm Handbells S 

4 
9:30 am SG 
 
 
7 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

5 
First Friday Fish 
Fry 5-7pm  
Fellowship Hall 

6 

7 
10 am Worship 
11 am after wor-
ship fellowship FH 

8 
 
5 pm Kids Chime 
6 pm Worship CO 
6 pm NAMI SGR 
7 pm Trustee CO 

9 
9:30 am Stroke of 
Hope FH 
 
 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

10 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Handbells S 

11 
 
 
7 pm Choir (last 
Choir until Fall) 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

12 
 
 
Brownies 
6 pm CCR 

13 
UMM 8 am FH 

14 
8:45 Children’s 
Sunday School  
10 am Worship 
11 am after wor-
ship fellowship FH 

15 
5:00 pm Kids 
Chime S 
5:45 Stewardship-
CO 
7 pm Finance 
Committee FH 

16 
10 am Aphasia 
Group FH 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
FH 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

17 
 
6 pm Potluck FH 
 
6 pm Brownies 
CCR 
7 pm Handbells S 

18 
3 pm Task Force 
CO 
 
 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

19 
UMW 
Luncheon 

20 

21 
10 am Worship 
11 am after wor-
ship fellowship FH 
 
Music Camp  
Tshirt order due 

22 
 
6 pm NAMI SGR 
6 pm Worship CO 
7 pm MC meeting 
CO 

23 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

24 
 
 
 
 
No Handbells 

25 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

26 
 
 
 
Brownies 6pm 
CCR 

27 

28 
10 am Worship 
11 am after wor-
ship fellowship FH 

29 30 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Alanon 
LCR 

31 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Handbells S 

June 1 
All volunteer 
music camp meet-
ing in the fellow-
ship hall  
7 PM 

June 2 
First Friday fish 
fry 
Fellowship hall 
5– 7 pm 

 

May 2017 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

10 am Bible Study LCR 
6:30 AA 
7:30 Alanon LCR 
 

10 am Bible Study FH 
6:30 pm ACA SGR 
 

7:30 Alanon LCR 

Weekly 

 

BS—Bible Study   FH– Fellowship Hall 
LCR– Large Class Room  MC—Music Camp Meeting 
CCR—Children Class Room CO—Church Office 
SGR—Small Group Room  S—Sanctuary 



 

Sebastian United Methodist Church 

1029 Main Street 

Sebastian  FL  32958 

 

Office (772) 589-5230  

Pastor’s cell phone (386) 209-8073 

Thrift Shop (772) 388-0405  

E-mail:  sebastianumc@bellsouth.net  

Website:  www.sebastianumc.com 

Like us on Facebook! 

Group Room Use Schedule for the Summer 

If your group uses one of the classrooms, fellowship hall , etc.  
Your group will have to find another place to meet during these weeks this summer. 
 June 19-24 Music Camp 1 

 July 10-14 Science Camp 

 July 31-August 5 Music Camp 2 


