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THE BEACON 

Grace and Peace Dear Ones in Christ Jesus! 
In our worship of God during the Lenten Season, our 
Worship Team has shaped each of our Sunday liturgies 
toward raising our consciousness of Jesus’ journey to-
ward Jerusalem and the events surrounding the final 
week of his earthly life.  In music and prayer, in lectionary 
scripture passages, in homiletic themes, and in the per-
sonal stories of our fellow members, we move relentless-
ly with Jesus on the road toward Jerusalem. 
In other words, our worship is an extended walk with our 
Lord during these days of Lent. This journey can be taken 
for granted!  You know, “been there, done that!”  Not so 
fast, though!  Could it be like having seen a meaningful 
movie and returned to the theater (or Redbox or Netflix) 
to experience that celluloid-now-digitalized journey again 
and again -- all the while and never daunted by knowing 
precisely how the story will end!   
I well recall that as a high school student I sought out Os-
car and Hammerstein’s South Pacific no fewer than five 
times at two theaters after my first viewing, so enthused I 
was after the first show!  We know where as worshipers 
we are going because we’ve been this way before. Then, 
too, there was To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Faithful Lenten worship leads us step by step, now as 
“the redeemed of Christ,” toward the horror of Golgotha 
and the chaotic, baffling, and gloriously hopeful accounts 
of Easter morning. We’re invited not simply to be 
“readers” of our Tradition but actually … in these move-
ments of liturgical celebration … thoughtfully, spiritually, 
and yes viscerally, invested in those storied streams that 
flow toward dramatic -- and what Christians can thankful-
ly claim hopeful – resolution. 
We do not need to jettison our connection with “reality” 
to make this journey. We do not have to engage in what 
playwright Pirandello described as “the willing suspen-
sion of disbelief” to walk the Lenten Journey.  We are, 
however, invited to read and re-read the stories.  Stories 
of broken spirits and mended bodies, tales of conflicts 
with authority and authorities and family reconciliations, 
stories of estrangement and of love manifest in ac-
ceptance, forgiveness, and new beginnings … stories of 
real life. 

We’ve already “witnessed” the healing touch of the Mas-
ter on the road.  We’ve seen the ire of the Pharisees 
when Jesus fulfills the spirit but not the rigid letter of 
Jewish Tradition.  The power of fundamentalist religion’s 
rigidity pales in the presence of a spiritual health ex-
pressed in Jesus freedom to love beyond Traditional 
boundaries of social expectation and religious precept. 
The thematic focus of our remaining Lenten services of 
worship, including those on Passion/Palm Sunday, Maun-
dy Thursday and “Good” Friday, each pointing toward 
Resurrection Day, is “The Journey.”  We’ll sing the songs 
of sorrow, intone the antiphons of Psalms of justice and 
hope, lift our voices in intercession – for ourselves, our 
neighbors, nation, and world.  And we’ll join fellow faith-
ful at the Welcome Table to share His Cup of Blessing and 
break the Bread of Life.   
So join us here at Sebastian United Methodist Church as 
together we journey on during the Lenten Season.  Re-
flect on the meaning of this trek toward and through the 
human experience of death and new life, those irreduci-
ble realities and gifts proclaimed and claimed in the 
words, stories, and insights blended and bound into The 
Christ Event … the Journey that gives meaning and pur-
pose to our own individual journeys! 
 

     Will 

April 9—Palm Sunday Cantata 10 am  Cantata 
April 13 Maundy Thursday Service  7 pm (start in 
Fellowship Hall) 
April 14—Good Friday Service  7 pm  
 
April 16—Easter  7 am Worship at SUMC 
   8 am Breakfast, Fellowship Hall 
   10:15 am  Traditional Worship 
    Choir, Bells & Brass! 



Just a Note From Megan Mash 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee,  
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee,  
think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving. 

 

"Ah, Holy Jesus" is probably one of the most inspirational and reflective Lenten hymns.  It was written by 
Johann Heerman during the Thirty Years' War.  Heerman wrote fifteen stanzas that where published in 
1630 in Deboti Musica Cordis under the heading "The cause of the bitter offerings of Jesus Christ, and con-
solation from his love and grace.  From Augustine."  This provides a couple clues about what inspired Heer-
mann as well as his generation.  He based his text on the seventh meditation from Jean de Fecamp's Medi-
tationses.  This Latin work was often wrongly attributed to St. Augustine by many scholars including Heer-
man and was very influential during the Middle Ages.  Heerman is one of the best hymn writers to follow 
Martin Luther.  His hymns are reflective of the life he lived that was full of suffering and tragedy.  Heerman 
was born to poor parents and was the only child to survive.  His first profession was a teacher and because 
of his ill health, was forced to resign.  He then became a pastor, fulfilling his mother's vow at his birth.  
Heerman served a Lutheran Church in Koben from 1611-1634.  He developed a severe throat infection and 
retired in 1638.  Most of his ministry took place during the Thirty Years' War.  Despite the devastating expe-
riences of his life, Heerman's lyrics reflect a continual personal faith and trust in God. 
 

"He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one 
from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account." Imagery from this 
chapter, Isaiah 53, is heavily used throughout the text of this hymn.  The first stanza begins with a question, 
"Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?"  This question 
does a lot.  First, we know that Jesus was not guilty of anything.  This question then becomes turned on to 
the singer.  We know Jesus did nothing so how have we offended God and our neighbor?  Then the second 
part of the question comes, "that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?"  Pretending as a form of hate 
is very strong.  How often do we pretend to be someone we are not?  How often do we shut out the love of 
others by giving false answers like, "I'm good."?  Hate is such a strong word to use yet when we are fake we 
are not loving others and we reject their love.  The second stanza launches into deeper personal questions.  
"Who was the guilty?  Who brought this upon thee?"  Obviously the author states that it was "my treason, 
Jesus, hath undone thee! 'Twas I Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee."  We are all guilty.  We 
have all sinned and we all continue to sin.  The question becomes how hard are we trying to live a life of 
love?  Are we working toward loving with everything within us or are we just lackadaisically going through 
life with our own agenda?   
 

The third stanza becomes even more personal.  "…the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered.  For our 
atonement, while we nothing heeded, God interceded."  God loved us so much that God not only send Je-
sus, his only son, to die on a cross for us but that God took the time to have a plan for our salvation.  God 
could have easily left us to our own devices and let us destroy our world and each other but that did not 
happen.  God reached out and "interceded" for our lives.  This is stated in the fourth stanza.  It starts out 
saying "For me" and then lists what Jesus did for me.  This deeply personal statement of Jesus's atonement 
for our sin forces us to think about the sacrifice that was made for us and to evaluate how we are living.  
Are we offering everything we can to the one who made the ultimate sacrifice for us?  "Therefore, kind Je-
sus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, think on thy pity and thy love un-
swerving, not my deserving."  We have the opportunity to experience a love like none other because of our 
Savior's sacrifice.  Will you let him transform your life?  Praise for the sacrifice is important but dwelling on 
our failings is not.  Jesus died to give us new life, a life that is full of joy and thanksgiving. 



The United Methodist Women (UMW) - is a world wide organization, 

founded in 1869 by eight women. 

 
Today the membership is approximately 800,000!  The legacy started when the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society first organized in Boston in response to a 
lack of women’s health in India.  Today the main purpose is to address the needs 

of women and children around the world.  
 

 Whether the need is close to home as with one of our most recent projects, in giving assistance to children at Se-
bastian River Middle school or working with units (as we are called) around the country to provide small loans to 
women in war-torn and impoverished countries. With these loans women can start a small business such as rais-
ing vegetable or make clothing to sell to help support their families. 
 

For example, the Sebastian UMW is available to prepare and serve food (at a nominal fee) for families and friends 
after funerals or memorials, relieving the family of the additional stress of hiring a caterer and hall.  Our unit is 
presently making heart shaped pillows to be donated to the American Cancer Society who will send them to sup-
port groups for women recovering from breast cancer and supports the Ecumenical Food pantry with donations 
of food each month. 
 

Our 2107 Co-Presidents Ann McCullough and Mary Schultz are enthusiastic leaders who invite any woman in the 
church who has a heart for missions to join them in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 am the third Friday of each 
month.  The Sebastian United Methodist Women do not meet during summer months. May is our Spring Lunch at 
a local restaurant and December is or annual Holiday luncheon.   Watch for details about meeting dates and pro-
jects in the Beacon and Sunday Bulletins.  Come and be blessed by this loving, serving group of women. 
Our next meeting will be April 21, 2017 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall, food pantry item for April  “Peanut 
Butter and Jelly” If you forgot your March donation of cereal, it is not too late, just bring to the meeting. 

Cowboy Round-Up—Sebastian Middle School 

Thank you very much to everyone that has contributed in 
any way to Cowboy Roundup  the students really appreciate 
everything. 
We continue to receive food items --school supplies -
hygiene items and donations for this program.  You can 
drop off at office or take directly to Middle School 
Again it is much appreciated. 
Also the Cowboy Rodeo Mentoring Program has at least 7 
folks volunteering.  Yea 
There are fliers in office and fellowship if you are interested 
or know of someone   
that  might be interested  many thanks. 
Gratitude and happiness 
 

Ann McCullough  

Next Meeting 
Saturday, April 8, at 8 am 

Fellowship Hall 

CPR/AED training course on May 6, 2017 
in the Fellowship Hall  at 10:30AM for 
those interested in taking this course.  The 
fee is only $15. This class is not for certifi-
cation. 
Sign up with me either at 
 nancy@teamfoxy.com or by phone -  Cell 
772 713-4853 
 

Thank you and God Bless, 
Nancy Fox 

Sign Me 

Up! 

mailto:nancy@teamfoxy.com


DISCRETIONARY FUND (Grace In Action)  April 2, 2017 
We traditionally take a special collection for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (Grace in Action) on the first Sunday of 
the month. We are trying to help as many individuals as possible, so if you are able to make a donation, please put it 
in a pew envelope and mark for  Discretionary Fund.   

I want to thank the members using your pre-
printed giving envelopes.  Not only does this 
make it better, easier and faster for me but it 
ensures your giving goes into the right account.  
Writing, especially with a pencil, is not always 
easy to read therefore we have to guess at the 
name of the person who is giving.   With a pre-
printed envelope assigned to your name it elimi-
nates any guess work. 
 
Thanks again for all you do and give. 
God Bless you 
Alta 

Roseland United Methodist Church invites Sebastian UMC 
to the Loaves & Ladles Potluck. 

 
Come out and enjoy Roseland UMC second annual Loaves & 

Ladles Potluck Dinner on Saturday, April 1st at 6:00 pm in 
Roseland’s Fellowship Hall.  Bring something to share, either 

something that is in a loaf (can be bread-like or what ever 
you like in a loaf form) or something that will need a ladle to 

dish out.  This event is April 1 at 6:00 pm. 
Refreshments and dessert will be provided 

The Welcome Table is in need of food donations  & Workers 
Our April 28th dinner, being served at Grace’s Landing and By The River, will be Ham, Potatoes Au Gratin, 
vegetable, applesauce & Dessert. 

Once again the sign-up sheet is in the Narthex prior to service & on the Hospitality Table during Fellow-
ship.  Please donate however you may be called.   All donations must be brought to the Fellowship Hall by 

Sunday April 23rd. 

Please also indicate on the bottom of the donation sheet if you would like to cook or work the dinners. We need 5 
cooks & 8 to 10 dinner workers 

God Bless & many thanks for your continued support of this mission 

Celebration of Life 
Louise Zuber 

Sunday, April 9, 2017 
4:00 pm 

The Parsonage Team which 
oversees the maintenance of 
the parsonage and manages 
repair and renovation needs 
there under the auspices of the 
Church Trustees, seeks persons 
to fill two vacancies on the 
Team. 
If your "building system knowl-
edgeable" and/or have construc-

tion experience, please consider becoming a member of 
this team.  Please contact Trustee Chair Alan Hulse or Pas-
tor Will.  Many thanks! 



Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

We will be meeting each Tuesday morning at 10:00 am in the month of April with the exception 
of the Tuesday the 11th a week before Easter.  
Starting on the 18th we will be starting a new Disciple short term study of the book of Psalms. As 
with most studies it will have a video presentation. 
Make a deeper connection to the world of the Psalms so that these well known scriptures can 
help you give voice to all aspects of our human experience–joy, faith, uncertainty and sorrow. 
During two weekly video segments, experience a varied presentation of individual Psalm texts, 
including dramatic reading, music, dance, and images. Listen to insights into specific Psalms pre-
sented by one of two biblical scholars through an informal, roundtable conversation format. 

We are hoping you will attend. Please call Lynda or Bill Chapman at 772-918-8575 or 321-288-1238 to order the 
study book.   

Size Small Medium Large X-Large 2XL 3XL 4XL Total 

June         

August         

Cost         

June T-Shirt August T-Shirt 

Music Camp T-Shirt Order Form 

Order forms are due by May 21. Return to Megan or the church office. 

Cost is $20 per shirt. Please submit payment with form. 
 

 

Name:_______________________________________________Telephone: _________________________________________  

Each  T-Shirt 

Purchased covers 

the cost of a 

camper’s t-shirt 

Music Camp Registration Now Open $35 For the entire Week! 

sumcmusiccampjune2017.eventbrite.com 

sumcmusiccampaugust2017.eventbrite.com 

http://www.sumcmusiccampjune2017.eventbrite.com
http://www.sumcmusiccampaugust2017.eventbrite.com


 
 

What is Enough? 
 
As your Mission Chair 
I sit and ponder what 
SUMC does in the 

way of reaching those folks beyond our walls.  I see that we really do 
reach out.  I love that we are fed spiritually here within our walls, sur-
rounded by people who inspire us to share the love of God in our com-
munity.   
 

I recently attended a mission outreach seminar with representatives 
from many churches within our district.  I was amazed at the attitude of 
folks wanting to go out and do whatever is needed, for folks outside of 
our churches, who may not be feeling the love of God in their lives.  It 
was an awesome experience.  I left wishing that many more of you 
could have experienced what I did that day. 
 

I know we at SUMC reach out in several ways, but I still ask myself are 
we doing enough, what is enough?  I don’t know the answer but I will 
share with you what I do know. 
 

We reach out to children & their parents through our involvement with 
music at the Boys & Girls Club.  I have heard from some of those par-
ents how grateful they are for our programs that allow positive, caring 
opportunities for their children. 
 

The Music Camp we hold each summer welcomes people into our 
church that otherwise might not have been exposed to their children 
learning & sharing biblical stories through music.  This program has also 
been a vehicle for middle school aged children to volunteer to help with 
the younger kids’ camp.  That is an awesome outreach; to be able to 
touch the lives of kids, who then grow to participate in touching the lives 
of other kids.   
 

Our Grace in Action Fund, sometimes combined with help from our 
Thrift Store has been utilized to help struggling folks in need.  One 
Mom who needed some decent clothes for a job interview was helped 
with clothes from our Thrift Store.  She landed a job, so now with her 
and her husband working they were able to move out of the hotel into 
better living conditions. 
 

We participate in the Ecumenical Food Pantry that reaches so many but 
also makes us aware of how great the need beyond our doors really is. 
 

Our new outreach program “Cowboy Round Up” allows us to provide 
needed material items while also connecting with children and building 
positive relationships. 
 

The Welcome Table has just celebrated our 2
nd

 anniversary. Contri-
butions from our church family either through food donations, monetary 
donations or labors of love, allow for meals for seniors as well as folks 
living in the hotel on Rt.1.   
 

It is a lot, I know it is, but I never know if it is enough.  As I look around 
and see people lonely, hurting, hungry, in trouble, hopeless, I want to 
find ways to share God’s love with those we haven’t reached.  But how? 
So I leave you with this request.  Are you aware of a need?  Have you 
seen something that you have a desire to address?  Has God nudged 
you but you aren’t sure how to answer that nudge?  You are not alone!   
 

Bring your ideas and share them with your church family, together we 
might be a brighter light in our community.  My email address is 
doborne@gmail.com.  As your Mission Chair I would love to hear your 
ideas. 
Peace & Joy 

Donna Oborne 
Mission Chair 
 

Donna Oborne, Chairman 

MISSIONS 

Giving 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the 
Blessings you provide daily….our family, 
our friends, our generous community.   
Our hearts are heavy-laden when we learn 
of all your children who are hungry and in 
need of the basic necessities, and who 
grow up with heavy loads to bear.   
We are content knowing that You, God will 
watch over them and wrap Your 
comforting Arms around them.  We pray 
that we can do our part to help them 
through donations of food, clothing and 
love.  Shine Your Holy Light in our hearts 
and let us be Your Guiding Light for others.  
 
In Jesus Name, Amen 
 
Nancy L Fox,  January 19, 2017 

“A Night At Disney” 

April 29, 7:00 PM 

Sebastian United Methodist Church 

mailto:doborne@gmail.com


 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  Happy April 

2 
SS  8:45 am 
Worship 10 am 
11 am Coffee Fel-
lowship  

3 
4 pm Ecumenical 
Council LCR 
7 pm SPR CO 

4 
10 am Aphasia 
Group FH 

5 
 
6 pm  Brownies 
CCR 

6 7 8 
8 am  UMM FH 

9 Cantata  
8:45 am SS   
10 am Worship  
11 am Fellowship  
Brass after worship 
4 pm Louise Zuber 
Memorial  

10 
6 pm NAMI SGR 
7 pm Trustee CO 

11 
9:30 am Stroke of 
Hope FH 

12 13 
7 pm Maundy 
Thursday Service 
FH & Sanctuary 

14 
7 pm Good Friday 
Service  
Brownies 
6 pm CCR 

15 

16 Easter 
8:45 am SS 
See Easter Worship 
Schedule on first 
page 
 

17 
 
7 pm Finance Com-
mittee FH 

18 
10 am Aphasia 
Group FH 

19 
 
6 pm Brownies  
CCR 

20 
3 pm Task Force CO 

21 
10 AM 
UMW 
FH 

22 

23 
8:45 am SS 
10 am Worship 
11 am Fellowship 
Coffee hour 

24 
6 pm NAMI SGR 
6 pm Worship CO 
7 pm Music Camp 
Planning CO 

25 26 27 28 
 
6 pm Brownies 
CCR 

29 
7 pm Flute Concert 
S 

30 
8:45 am SS 
10 am Worship 
11 am Fellowship 
Coffee hour 

      

April 2017      Please Note Administrative (Church) Council meets in May 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

5 pm Child Chime 
 

10 am Bible Study LCR 
4:30 Child Choir 
6:30 AA 
7 pm Flute 
7:30 Alanon LCR 
 

10 am Bible Study FH 
6:30 pm ACA SGR 
7 pm Handbells 

7 pm Choir 
7:30 Alanon LCR 

Weekly  

Happy Birthday  
Janice Ortner   April 4 
Mary Lou Day    April 7 
Carol Decker   April 8 
Alan Shepper   April 9 
Mike McGilberry Sr.  April 14 
Ron Farrington   April 16 
Mary Schulze   April 17 
Faith McCreary   April 18 
Teddy Hulse   April 21 
Marlene Kalsch   April 21 
Christi Miller   April 27 
Shirley Johnson   April 30 

Happy Anniversary 

Alan and Teddy Hulse   April 6, 1974 

Dave and Nancy Barry   April 10, 1982 



 

Sebastian United Methodist Church 

1029 Main Street 

Sebastian  FL  32958 

 

Office (772) 589-5230  

Pastor’s cell phone (386) 209-8073 

Thrift Shop (772) 388-0405  

E-mail:  sebastianumc@bellsouth.net  

Website:  www.sebastianumc.com 

Like us on Facebook! 

Children’s Sunday School for Spring 

April 2, April 9, April 16, April 23, April 30  meet 8:45 am promptly in the Sanctuary 

May 7 no Sunday School 

May 14 last day of Sunday School  


