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To the Editor:
Our nation watched in horror as Baltimore burned.
As the fire smoldered, there was a lot of talk, but not much action, on how to effectively address poverty in America. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]That’s why I joined the One Million Moms Off Welfare® (1MMOW) initiative. It provides advocacy for policy reform, innovation in program delivery and education and empowerment for assisted families to achieve economic self-sufficiency with the goal of moving One million moms off the nation’s welfare rolls by 2025.
Join us in petitioning Congress and the President to do the following: 
1) Preserve the current level of support services for moms enrolled in the 1MMOW initiative for the first three years of their employment.
2) Strengthen federal laws that require public housing agencies and companies that do business with them make every reasonable effort to hire residents when engaging in contracts. 
3) Increase the number of “Move to Work” demonstration projects in public housing. 
These simple steps aren’t a hand up or a hand out. They create opportunities and a pathway out of poverty for public housing residents and surrounding communities. If we want to prevent “the fire next time,” we must recognize that solutions can come from within those communities, but they also need our help. 
Sincerely,
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