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This compilation of 15 topics are only a few things
my CEO taught me along my journey. These
lessons will assist you in your business/ministry
growth and personal development in Kingdom
Entrepreneurship.
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n 2003, I started my business
in my mother’s basement; and,
within 2 years, God moved me
out of her house, off my job and
into my Crain Highway storefront
location by February 2005. It was
at that time that I heard God say,
“proving ground”. I looked it up
and it is defined as a place that the military uses to
test equipment. God quickly let me know that this
was a new beginning and a new level of training.
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From then 2005

- To now 2017

Introduction

E

very time I saw one of my old acquaintances, he would
often say, “Karen I remember when you started this
business. You didn’t know anything and you were so scared
to leave your mother’s house.” I don’t see him often, but he
reminded me of those emotions I had forgotten – the fear of
the beginning.
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I have walked by faith for so long, that I remember the steps
God was challenging me to take being just that -- challenging. I guess I forgot that I was also petrified in those beginning years. As you can see by this e-book, I made it past
those initial fears (false evidence appearing real).
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I must say, when I first arrived at the new home of APGI,
11191 Crain Highway in Cheltenham, MD in 2005; I thought
I had arrived. Based on many past failures, this was what I
called my first real achievement. Something of significance
that I can be proud of because when I graduated from high
school, I didn’t have a dream, aspiration, goal or any motivation. Therefore, I went from job to job always looking for
some type of fulfillment. I only went after customer service
or secretarial jobs and I would quit them in a heartbeat.
I’d been fired 4 times, had a failed marriage after 3 years
and lived with my mother for 10 years, because I NEVER
thought I could make it on my own. You would never know
9

it, because I was happy-go-lucky on the outside. Can you
see why I thought I had arrived once I moved to my Crain
Highway location? Not so, sayeth God, who quickly let me
know that this was a “proving ground.”
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When I heard God say, “proving ground,” I looked it up and
it was defined as a place that the military test equipment.
God quickly let me know that this was a new beginning and
a new level of training. He was going to qualify me for the
next level of blessings He was releasing into my life.
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It was shortly before the Thanksgiving holiday that God
reminded me that January 2018 would be 15 years in
business. He dropped this book in my spirit to share 15
lessons that He imparted in me over the last 15 years. It
was Thanksgiving 2015, when God birthed my Kingdom
Entrepreneurship book and in 30 days He downloaded a
must read prophetic declaration for every believer, ministry
gift and entrepreneur. If you are reading this e-book, it is a
MUST that you purchase “Kingdom Entrepreneurship” because this e-book will not have nearly what God released in
this book full of prophetic wisdom and insight. -- All books
available on Amazon, Kindle and my websites.

www.amazon.com/author/karenpresley
In 2003, I started my business in my mother’s basement
and within 2 years, God moved me out of her house, off my
10
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job in October 2004 and in my Crain Highway storefront
location by February 2005. These compilations of 15 topics
are what God brought to my heart that relates to a person’s
business/ministry growth and development in Kingdom
Entrepreneurship.
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Kingdom Entrepreneurship
is operating your
ministry as your business and
your business as your ministry.
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Investing in and working on
your business is a must.

A
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lot of times when we start our business or ministry,
we are so excited about how things are kicking off,
we often do not think about how to sustain the business. I
remember when I was doing business out of my home, a
guy said, “Karen, you can’t just work in your business, you
have to work on your business.” That statement changed
the course of how I did business. Back then my cell phone
was my business line and I pretty much worked whenever
someone called me; unlike now I have store hours and when
I’m closed… I’m off.
Like any business there can be slower months, so when you
work ON your business, you are taking the time to ensure
that business continues to flow into the business. Working
ON your business is working on ways to improve what you
are bringing to the table. It may be adding services and
products that will increase cash flow and working on ways
to increase exposure. It is also making sure your back end
is in order. I remember when God birthed the Publishing
15
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portion of APGI. I did not see that coming, but God used
another customer to release it in the atmosphere and when
she spoke it, my spirit began to leap. The Publishing Company is what took my business to the next level and it also
got me through the economy deficit in 2008-2010.
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Working ON your business ensures that people continue
to see your brand and when they need your service, your
name will pop up in them because you were consistent with
working on the back end of your business.
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Investing IN your business is also a must if you are going to
take your business to the next level. Many people will invest
initially to get started, but do not count the cost to keep investing IN your business so you can stay in business. Your
business is not just the book you are selling or any other
product or service you are selling. Your business is the overall flow of the business and you must begin to invest in the
business portion so the decisions you make will help you to
sustain in the different seasons that come up in everyone’s
business.
Investing in your business is going to workshops, classes,
reading books, viewing webinars, etc., to increase your
knowledge in the areas that need strengthening. When
you operate in Kingdom Entrepreneurship, you will also be
inspired in the way God wants you to go.
16

2
Investing in yourself is
essential to your growth.

D
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o you realize that when God brings you into a thing,
He finds you wherever you are, but never intended you
to stay there? When God birthed APGI in 2002, He found
me in sin. But when the business became official in 2003,
I knew it was a real business and I could not take this guy
with me on this new journey. When I got to Crain Highway
is when God said it was a new level of training, so when
stuff would happen, I knew He was allowing it to grow me
up.

Fr

Investing in yourself means you have to begin to grow up
spiritually, emotionally, mentally and physically. As you
grow, so shall your business grow. Sometimes this is where
we miss it. People are our customers, but people will also be
the ones who hurt you. Truth be told, a lot of people don’t
like people. We live in a world made up of people, so you
must allow God to expose those hidden things that keep
you repeating cycles or drawing back when something is
triggered.
17
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As a business and healing coach; I love to see how God uses
me to unlock those hidden things that cause people to play
it small or safe in their business. I’ve seen people talk so
much about what they are working on and never materialize anything. Coaching is an investment in yourself and
your business. Seeing progress in areas that were stuck or
not moving is worth the investment of coaching. It is about
accountability.
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I have also seen people come to APGI for their printing
services and based on the conversations that were shared
about different fears and/or dilemmas; some of them never connect with the business workshops or get any of the
books suggested to help in the area they are talking about at
the time. Some people want a quick fix from me talking to
them at that moment; encouraging and sharing, but never
invest in the thing that is needed for their increase.
I always tell people that every doctor does NOT do the
same thing. They have specialist that treat specific areas
and all doctors don’t have the same mannerisms with their
customers; therefore the experience of going to the doctors
will all be different. It is the same way with authors, coaches
and businesses. We can all talk about the same topic but will
release it differently based on our experiences and how God
brought us into it. When you find yourself gleaming from
someone because you see something working, you will get
18
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more from that person when you invest in their service or
product than just talking to them at that moment. They can
inspire you for that moment, but investment brings about
growth to sustain you.

19
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3
Put a comma after mistakes,
not a period.

L
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ord I could write an entire chapter on this one. We all
make mistakes because none of us are perfect. The key
thing we must remember is to learn from our mistakes. We
can only learn from our mistakes by seeing them for what
they are, our mistakes. So many people put up more barriers
around them when stuff happens. They strengthen their resolve by what they tell themselves and subconsciously begin
to back up and no longer play at 100%. You don’t realize it
because we do it subconsciously and it is a repeat pattern,
so it is our familiar. That is why it goes undetected; it has
become your way of life.
When you are in business, you must see everything as a
“teaching tool.” What is God trying to teach me in this situation? What policies do I need to implement to make sure
this does not happen again? How should I conduct myself
the next time or how can I do that differently? I saw
EVERYTHING as a teaching moment from God, who gave
me the business. I would often say that God knew what
21
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He was working with when He called me to business and
ministry. I am someone who did not come from an entrepreneurial background, but God was teaching me how to do
business in route. I call it “on-the-job training.”

EBo
ok

I had many things that happened in the first two years of my
business, and I am thankful for every one of them. Looking
back, I needed to learn those lessons before I got to 11191
Crain Highway. When I got to this address, I now had two
rents to pay and did not need to repeat those beginning
mistakes at this level. When you trust God as the CEO of
your company, you will come to realize that in the midst of
whatever is happening, He is trying to teach you something.
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No matter where your business/ministry is right now, God
knows what He put inside you and where He is taking you.
So right now, you are being groomed to not only advance
the business, but to be able to sustain it at the next level.
I went from my mother’s basement, to my own house, to
Crain Highway. But within the storefront, I had to keep
growing. I originally negotiated for two rooms to get used
to paying rent with a three month deferred payment plan
on my printer. After the three months were over, I took the
whole building, more equipment and building expansion.
So I encourage you to not close the book, slow down, back
up or stop; realize what you are supposed to learn and then
grow from it.
22
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God responds to movement.

I
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was in the 5th year of business when I started attending
business workshops. This is one of three statements that
empowered me, when I began to grow tired and internally a little weary. Workshops inspire, empower, motivate,
strengthen, and charge you. I encourage you to attend some
Holy Ghost filled business workshops that will not only help
you in the business, but also encourage your spirit as well.
Check out our website, this is one of the services we offer as
well. – www.karenpresley.org

Fr

If you are not careful, you can love God, talk about God, go
to church, and never move in what God has been urging
you to do. Faith is always in the ‘now’ and God’s name is
“I Am,” which is in the ‘now.’ God is never “going to be,” or
“one day.” It is stepping into what you Hear God say, with
no sense realm evidence that it is going to work – that is
FAITH.
When I started business I heard God say, “Karen many
people are waiting for things to line up before they step,
you will NEVER see it UNTIL you step.” I have countless
23
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testimonies of what God has done for me because I stepped
out on what I heard in my spirit and God confirmed it after
I moved in it or made the phone call or initiated the deal.
Not because I had the money or everything going on, but I
moved on what I was hearing. Notice I did not say, I moved
based on what people were saying.
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Before I moved into the storefront, I told a business associate about getting a place. He began to tell me that all I
needed was a suite, because I didn’t have much. I agreed
with him, but as you can see the wisdom and plan of God
for my life, superseded the wisdom of man. No one will
ever be able to fortify what God is speaking to you, but God,
because He is the only one who knows where He is taking
you to in the business/ministry.

Fr

Many people miss it because they start asking others, getting people’s feedback; however, people can only give you
what they think. This is where confusion comes in because
now you have God’s instructions and man’s opinion running
through your thoughts. If you are going to move forward in
business, you must 1) STOP making excuses for why you do
what you’re doing; 2) STOP settling with what you got; and
3) OBEY the instructions you hear in your spirit -- that is
how God is leading you.

24

15 Lessons in 15 Years | Karen M. Presley

Fr

ee

EBo
ok

Let this scripture rest in your spirit as it has done mine.
Psalms 32:8 says, “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the
way you shall go; I will guide thee with mine eyes.”

25
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5
Don’t be defined by other
businesses.
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his is not always easy, but it is necessary. The nature
of people is to compare what you are doing with what
others are doing around you. It wasn’t so bad until social media
came into play. Social media is good from the stand point of
letting people know your area of expertise, marketing your
business, services and products to people on a larger scale
for free. However, you must not look at what others are doing and saying on social media and then make comparisons
of where you are based on what you see.

Fr

When I first started my business in my mother’s basement,
I didn’t define myself as a graphic artist because I knew I
wasn’t skilled in the area of graphics, but I was anointed by
God to do what I was doing. I marketed business cards and
then people started asking me if I could do other things. I
never told a person no, but you would never know what it
took for me to do the job. When the business moved to the
Crain Highway location, I didn’t see myself as a printer, but
just someone who was still operating her business. Around
my sixth year in business, I was promoting graphics, print27
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ing, publishing and websites. It was at that point God began
to send people who were pointing out my uniqueness in
what I had.
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One guy said he dealt with many graphic artists, but none
of them could print themselves. Then people would tell me
that there are a lot of printers, but they didn’t necessarily
have good graphic people on staff. Another person selling
his URL was looking for the right publisher and said as he
searched the web, I had something special that other publishers didn’t have, which was a complete package of everything. People began to show me the significance of what
God did in me when He made me a Printing and Publishing
Company that specializes in Branding. If I looked at other
people and what other people were doing along my journey,
I would have short circuited the things that God had me
birth along the way.
Don’t get me wrong, people will make suggestions and
people mean well, but you can’t be moved by outside influences, but must discipline yourself to the inward witness.
Yes, God can use people to open doors for you, but let what
others say be filtered through your spirit to make sure it is
a door God is opening. If you don’t let what others say get
filtered through your spirit, you may find yourself taking a
turn God never told you to take. No one knows the height
of what God is building in you; therefore no one will know
28
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the depth that you must go – but God. Don’t compare what
you are doing to others; every business structure is different,
even if you all have the same services.
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6
You will never make everyone
happy – and it’s ok.

C
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an you imagine if you tried to make everyone happy?
You would be exhausted, because what makes one person happy will not make the next person happy. You will
find yourself constantly in a tailspin trying to please everyone. I have policies and guidelines that run my business. It
keeps me fair and balance with everyone. Every business
has policies that undergird their business practice; i.e. Staples,
WalMart, Target, Macy’s, and Best Buy, etc. We respect the
rules, guidelines and policies of bigger companies, but often
don’t respect the policies of entrepreneurs. We have the
tendency to think we can barter, finagle or think because we
know each other that we should understand. That is not fair
if that is the mentality that runs underneath the surface of
your mind.
In the beginning, I would look at other printing and publishing companies to see what guidelines they laid out. If I
liked them and they made sense for my business, I would
implement them. Sometimes I adopted policies from other
printers that I was doing business with. Once you have
31
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guidelines and stick to them, you never have to be like a
yo-yo trying to make people happy. There were times when
I used to let my guard down because I’m also a ministry gift
that do a lot of ministry in my business. I would get caught
up in people stories and let my emotion dictate what I was
going to do with that customer. Sometimes when I get into
ministry mode, I would find myself going against my policies. God has showed me more than once, that when I don’t
stick with my own guidelines, it always comes back to bite
me in the butt.

ee

I can’t get offended. I have to learn that although I minister to people, when it comes to the business portion, I
must separate my emotions/feelings. It is not personal, it
is business and as I have stated before that if you stick your
policies, it will always keep you fair.

Fr

On the flip side, there were time I ruffled some feathers
because I did stick to my policies. It is never easy to weigh
what the customer wants and what is rightfully fair in a
transaction. I would be out of business if I gave into everything a customer wanted when something went wrong. Of
course, I have to make things right if APGI messed up an
order, but when customers miss something after the proof
stage and they want APGI to take the loss for something
they missed -- that is when it becomes a problem.
32
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There are times I can work with a customer, but sometimes
if customers don’t get there way 100%, they are ready to cut
the relationship. I have come to learn that this behavior is
rooted in manipulation. We have to learn to take responsibility when we mess up, instead of guilting, threatning,
or bullying a business owner to fix your mistakes or with
cutting tides.
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My final thought on this is: (1) be OK when people walk
away and don’t take it personal; (2) learn from the mistake so you can make better judgement next time; and (3)
understand and learn the behaviors that are attached to the
customer. If you stay in a posture of learning, then you will
begin to increase in wisdom on your entrepreneurial journey.
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7
Don’t Limit God.

I
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remember in 2010, we were in the middle of the economic deficit, business was slow and the lease on my printer
was about to expire. I had to look for another printer to
replace what I had. I must admit, I hate making purchases
when money is slow. I have the tendency to short change
myself based on what I’m working with at the time. I had
three printing companies I was interviewing. Xerox was
referred to me by one of the guys I was using to print some
of my stuff. The other two companies, I already had prior relationships with. After my meeting with Xerox, I heard God
say, “Don’t limit me.” As I went down this journey of trying
to decide which printer would be best, I kept what God said
in my heart, BUT my mind was swirled with a dialogue of
its own.
Long story short, everything in me wanted the Xerox
because it was the better printer, but my mind would have
picked another printer because of budget and space. On the
last day I had to make the decision, God turned it around
where I got the Xerox and the specs changed to fit my space.
My monthly payment went from $540.00 + monthly clicks
35
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to $1100.00 + monthly clicks. My business went to the next
level to provide at that level.
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That was not the first time I heard the words, “don’t limit
God.” I remember when I was running my business out of
my house in 2004 that a customer began to speak into my
life and she kept saying, “Don’t limit God,” God said, “don’t
limit Him.” I was like, OK. Looking back I can see that every move I had to make went beyond my comfort level, but
God had me in a place where I knew if I did not obey Him,
I would start to drown in the middle of my journey.
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Many people are drowning because they are in a place of
where God was and not where He is. They started out with
God, but along the way they began to make decisions out of
their flesh and went into a mode of survival. If you do not
see God, who is your CEO, bigger than your dilemma, then
you will always try to fix what is going on which will always
cause you to limit Him.
Understand that if God birthed it through you, then He
knows where He is taking it and how He will get you there.
Learn how to enjoy your entrepreneurship journey. When
your flesh is screaming because it’s uncomfortable or scared,
remind yourself that He started it and will finish it as long
as you stay in sync with Him.
36
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Understand the whys.
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e live in a world where so many people get offended,
upset, angry, and hurt over any and everything. I
shared with you in my introduction that God spoke how me
moving in my storefront was a new beginning and a new
level of training. It was a proving ground where He was
testing and qualifying me for the next level He was bringing
me into. With that being said, I didn’t necessarily like all
the experiences I had with customers and ministry gifts, but
I understood the why?

Fr

I always kept in the front of my mind, that God was growing me up, developing me, pruning me, healing me and
making me the vessel He called me to be – while I was in
route. I didn’t come ready or right. God used the platform
of APGI to start training me in my assignment, while exposing those things that were out of order in the Kingdom.
In the process, He was showing me what was out of order in
me. The Bible talks about “iron sharpening iron,” but if you
think about that statement it lets you know that when our
lives rub up against each other, there will be friction. Most of
37
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us NEVER get the rough places smooth in our lives, because
people are so quick to back up and leave you.
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You must understand that although you are in business and
ministry, God will still deal with the areas in your life that
still need healing, deliverance, and correcting. No matter
what your title or position is, no matter how many people
you minister to, no matter how many years you’ve been
doing it, and no matter how many people think you are
deep and wonderful; you still have areas in YOU that God
will expose and deal with and He will choose the person to
bring it out of you. When you stop looking at other people
and putting them in the equation of what took place, then
you will begin to see YOU and how you played out the
incident.

Fr

God is after YOU and He is pulling up those things that are
laying dormant in you, unnerving and exposing them so
you can begin to identify and confront what is coming out
of you. Remember your GIFT can still operate while God is
dealing with the person part of you. When you understand
the whys, it will help you to stop fighting the process and
yield to what God is exposing in you so healing can spring
forth.

38

9
Take the risks.
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ou will NEVER grow your business beyond where it is
right now, if you are not willing to MOVE out on what
you are hearing God say in your spirit. Romans 8 reveals
the contradiction between the spirit and flesh and how they
fight against each other. Carnal Christians, love the Lord,
but are moved by the dictations of their flesh. They make
decisions based on their 5 senses and not by the leadership
of the spirit of God (inward witness).
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Based on what my old acquaintance said in the introduction
of this book, I was scared to leave my mother’s house and
that would be the first risk I took with the business. Then
when God said, “Karen get your own place,” I was on the
floor screaming. I thought my whole insides were going
to come out. That is how afraid I was, but I took the risk.
With every move my business kept going to the next level,
AFTER I obeyed God and took the risk.
I told you about the printer incident where I had to get
another printer in the midst of a slow economy in 2010, but
in 2015 God said, “Expand, you can no longer grow.” Wow
39
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when that word came, stuff was drying up in the midst of
me trying to explore my options. I had every intention on
obeying God, but exploring my options was not the way
God was taking me so stuff started to dry up and get extremely tight. The pressure I felt in me was because the day
God spoke the word, He also gave me the way to go, but
when I started talking and getting options, it was slowing
me down from what God was doing. Going God’s way will
always require FAITH, which causes God to demonstrate
His supernatural in the middle of it.
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If you are going to grow, you have to be willing to take risks.
I started in my mother’s basement through a spoken word,
but EVERY step after that was a RISK that shifted the
growth of my business: 1) moving out of my mother’s house,
2) coming off the job, 3)moving APGI to Crain Hwy, 4) getting the top printer that took my business to next level with
NO stress issues, 5) expanding the publishing portion of
the business, 6) purchasing and keeping the billboard, now
3 going on 4 years, 7) purchasing truck, 8) building expansion, 9) purchasing different equipment along the way and
10) letting someone else now manage and run the business.
I encourage you to step out on what you been hearing and
NO longer second guess or put to the side what you have
been hearing. On the other side of your obedience is where
destiny is unlocked.
40
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Time demands respect –
destiny demands diligence.
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his is the other motivating statement that empowered
me in my 5th year of business and that keeps me focus.
Not sure when, but in the first five years of business, I used
to waste a lot of time talking. If I wasn’t busy, I found myself talking to friends too long. Next thing you know, it was
time to go home. Remember, I was in ministry as well, so
people called and I would be encouraging and motivating
people with my testimony of how God moved me to the
storefront.

Fr

Back then I would get a lot of calls about things going on
and because I can talk, one thing lead to the next and it
would be 1 – 2 hours later. I was excited about what God
was doing and how He had demonstrated Himself and He
told me in the beginning that my testimony was my message. As time went on and I got a little older and wiser, I
realized I had to be balanced and make some changes.
This person said to me: God responds to movement, destiny demands diligence and time demands respect. Although
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I am in ministry, I was also running my business and I had
to use wisdom with who I was going to spend time pouring
into at the shop. By now, God started expanding my service
where I became a certified life coach, I was offering workshops and had products like books. So now when people
want to talk, I may share for a little, but then offer something that will assist them based on our dialoguing. I found
that a lot of people want to pull on my time and get a quick
fix at that moment but would not invest in the product or
service.
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Time demands respect means I needed to respect my own
time, if I was going to make others respect my time. I will
always minister to people because it is what I do. I want
to help people. I want to see people get to the next level. I
want to see people walk in the FULLNESS of what God is
bringing them into; but they must be willing to do what it
takes for them to walk it out. My time must be respected
because I am far busier now than when I first got to APGI
in 2005.
Destiny demands diligence means I need to recognize that
if I’m going to walk in the fullness of what God is doing,
I must be disciplined and diligent to what God put in my
hands to do. Many people treat their destiny as if they were
holding a paper cup, when your destiny should be treated
as if you were holding a china/crystal cup. Your business
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and ministry is the vehicle that is transporting you to your
destiny, so you must be disciplined in how you handle the
vehicle that is taking you somewhere. Every gift/business/
talent/ministry/assignment God gives us is PERFECT, but it
can be corrupted by how we treat it in the process.
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Just because you have it –
doesn’t mean you have to spend
it.

O
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ne of the downfalls to home-based businesses is when
you don’t use wisdom on how to spend the money
that begins to come in. I remember when I moved into the
storefront in 2005, I tripled my business’ income. I went
from doing 35K to 153K the first year at that location. I remember saying, “I should get a new car.” I was tempted, but
my spirit said, “You don’t need a new car.” My flesh wanted
to buy stuff because I never made that much money before,
but the Holy Ghost in me was teaching me self control.
Also when you are a business owner, you must sow back
into your business, not yourself.
When the economy hit in 2008, the only adjustment I had
to make was to come off salary. I also had a part-time employee that I had to let go. I did not over spend or indulge
myself when the money was flowing. I went from 153K to
around 85K. That was a big difference, but when the economy
began to decline, I only had the bills that were necessary to
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running the business. God always came through. To this
date, I have never been late or not paid a bill. I was diligent
in one season that prepared me for the next season.
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Your business should be your first priority. Your business
is your baby and you must nurture it, grow it, develop it
– then it will take care of you when it can run on its own.
There will be an appointed time for you to benefit at a greater measure from your business, but in the beginning you
must sow back into your business.
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There were several purchases I was able to make when God
released me to purchase them because I didn’t spend money foolishly. When God said, “Expand,” I was able to do it
because I had money on my credit card and line of credit.
Prior to that, I was paying the cards down so I was able to
use my cards with no stress because my balances were low.
When God said, “Get the billboard,” I was able to purchase
it for 6 months because I didn’t spend unnecessary money throughout the year, so at the end of the year I had the
money for what God was going to bless me with. We never
know what doors of opportunities are going to spring forth
in our future, so we do not want to spend it just because we
have it. You could miss a great opportunity because you do
not have the funds to finance it quickly.
46

15 Lessons in 15 Years | Karen M. Presley

Fr

ee

EBo
ok

There were other things I purchased along the way and
there were solicitations to change or upgrade, but I was not
quick to change anything or step into a new endeavor with
someone, unless I heard God give me the OK. Learning
how to spend your money wisely is essential to be prepared
for the greater things that God wants to release to you. My
question is, will you be ready?
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Get a bigger perspective of
where you are.
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knew I was called to ministry in 1995. It was in the initial
10 years that God gave me many prophetic words, visions,
dreams and impartations concerning who I was; however,
I never saw or heard business in the equation. Nothing I
was hearing gave me a clue that I was going to have my own
business. So when I started business, my customers began
to speak into my life in the same manner of what God spoke
in 1995. When I got to the storefront, what I thought was a
business move was next level ministry.
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People would come in for business and I ended up praying
or ministering to them. I can say that the first two years
were filled with ministry interrupts in customer lives. God
began to give me the bigger picture of why I had to move to
301 and Frank Tippett. I can’t tell you everything God was
speaking, but I will tell you that God was sending them to
me because of what I was carrying in my belly.
Anointed Press Graphics was the FRONT or FACE of
everything that God was using me for. They came for the
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service they needed, but received what they had been asking God for. Some came for my notary or fax service and
received confirmation or direction from God. Because God
showed me the bigger picture, I did not get caught up with
what others were doing, trying to pattern myself with what I
perceived.
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God sent people to my business because He could trust me
with His people. I did not become so desperate for money
during those dry times, that I needed to manipulate people. I
did not become so greedy during the busy times, that I forgot why I was here. I learned how to balance my time and
recognize when God was sending me to minister. I have
NEVER been on the short end of the stick because I put
the people first over the work I had to do, especially when I
knew He sent them.
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When you understand why you have the business and who
gave you the business, then you will flourish because of
your obedience to Him. God will try and prove you, so that
He can qualify you for next level increase in your business,
ministry, finances, status, relationships, etc. When God can
trust you, doors will open that will not be based on your
education or associations. Getting the bigger perspective
of why you are doing what you are doing, will cause you to
make decisions based on what your CEO is saying and not
what others are doing.
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Being someone God can use in the marketplace to meet
the needs of His people is what Kingdom Entrepreneurship
is about. Your business is the vehicle that will get them to
you, your obedience is what causes you to increase in that
business.
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You are not the CEO or
President of your business.
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remember my first business card and I put, Karen M.
Presley, President. I felt so good seeing that on a card, but
as I grew I began to use CEO as my title. Although I was
calling myself CEO, I never operated my business like I was
the CEO.
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What I knew from the beginning, was God anointed me to
do the business and anointed my mind to run a business. I
didn’t know my mind was anointed, until I started talking
to people who were in business before me and they didn’t
know the things God was telling me. I was happy and
scared at the same time when I got to the storefront. Remember, I was the one who stayed home with my mother
because I didn’t think I could make it on my own. I talked
to God every step of the way because I had two sets of bills
to now pay – home and business.
I did not get cocky in the beginning years, just because
money was coming in. My time with God was always, what
you want me to do? I had stepped out of the boat and now
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walking on the water and I knew I had to keep my eyes on
Him, if I was going to stay afloat. When the economy hit,
I would lift up my bills and tell God the bills that were due
and often remind Him that He had to take care of me because I did not ask for any of this.
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My dependency on God to supply what I needed and teach
me how to do this business became the backbone of this
business flourishing. Not knowing it at the time, but without me saying it, I was running my business as God being
my CEO and I was taking orders from Him. We must put
away the religious part of us that has us talking and confessing God, but still not walking or staying in sync with God.
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When you put yourself in the passenger’s seat, with God being in the driver’s seat of your business/ministry, and learn
to follow His lead and guidance, then you will begin to take
those great leaps of faith which will catapult your business.
If you are stressed out, not moving forward in what you
hear but rationalizing, reasoning and making excuses; then
you still see yourself as the CEO and responsible for your
provision. Release yourself from the weight of fulfilling everything and learn how to follow directions from your CEO,
in the same manner you follow orders on your job.
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Stay in your lane.
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e live in a world where people are always trying to do
everything they see other people do. It is easy to be
swayed when you don’t like feeling the pressure of the winter season that every business and ministry will go through.
If you have ever driven on the highway, you know that life is
so much sweeter when everyone stays in their lane and pays
attention.
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Have you ever been in route somewhere, left in time to
arrive early only to come to a stop because of a huge backup due to an accident? What emotion comes to your mind
if you were in this situation? If you are the person in the
accident, I’m sure your feelings are, “How did this happen,”
“I didn’t see them,” “I hate when my life is disrupted because
someone else not paying attention.” But if you are the one
sitting in the traffic, I’m sure you are saying, “People, pay
attention and stop driving so fast!”
As long as we are driving in our lane, everything runs
smoothly, and it is the same with your business. Stay in
your lane means do not try to do what you see others are
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doing, because if your CEO has not sanctioned it, then
eventually you will begin to crash. Social media has a positive and negative effect on people. Yes it is good for exposure and reaching potential customers that did not directly
meet you. On the other hand, if you start looking at what
others are doing and saying and then measure it based on
the movement in your business, it will cause you to eventually sway in other lanes.

Fr

ee

EBo
ok

You MUST know the vision and mission for your business/
ministry; if you do not it will be easy to sway. Just because
someone has a good idea, does not mean it is a God idea
for YOU. We have 1000 printers, publishers, and graphic
artists, but APGI brings something to the table that makes
us unique, different and stand out. If I did not know what
my CEO was saying to me in the early years of my business,
I would have crashed a long time ago, trying to be like what
I was seeing on social media or the advice people were giving
me.
It is the same with ministry. The reason why you started
the non-profit organization or ministry is because you were
passionate about healing, deliverance, freedom, liberty
and bringing people to a place of awareness. Well after the
initial excitement wears off, you can’t start doing what other
people are doing because it looks like they have more people
coming to their event than you. Anytime you start swaying
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and your vision becomes obscure, you have the potential to
crash.
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I encourage you to stay focused to what God originally gave
you. Make the necessary tweaks to how you implement and
go about your day to day services. But make sure what you
are doing is what your CEO said, and not because you see
someone else doing it. Stay in your lane also means, don’t
try to relieve the pressure by doing something else, when
God is proving you in the thing that is fashioning you for
your next level.
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Don’t get too comfortable.
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t is so so so easy to get comfortable in the thing that you
are doing right now. You get the business up and running, people are supporting you, buying your products and
services, everything running smooth – and then comes an
interrupt. What do you do when you feel the pull to expand
or add another service or let someone into your space and
everything in you got comfortable with where you are and
you didn’t know it?
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We get comfortable once we find our niche in the business/
ministry, but you must remember that God knows before
you know where the business is going. When we start
something, we have a desire to make money, help people,
use our gifts, meet a need in the Earth, etc. We are not necessarily seeing the business grow to a Fortune 500 Company, we just want to use our gifts and birth our dream. Well
the dream was put in you by God, that is why it didn’t go
away and you had to start it.
Now that you have started, don’t get so rigid in the business
that you don’t walk through the next door that your CEO
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will bring you to. When I started in my mother’s basement,
I was doing the graphics but using another printer to print.
As I stated before, I did not market myself as a graphic artist, but someone who could do your business cards. I knew
it was a real business and not just a hobby, but I didn’t see
where God was going to take it.
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After I moved in the storefront, I didn’t see any of the
moves I would make after that. I did see that it was next
level ministry, because I ministered to so many people the
first two years at the shop. I started a non-profit and then
I expanded to the book publishing portion of the business.
That was a door that my CEO was opening and I’m so glad
I walked through it. The publishing portion is what got me
through the economic deficit in 2008-2010 and it increased
the business.
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Expanding was something else that caught me off guard and
although I did it, there was much uneasiness between the
stage of trying to do the business and keep money flowing
in and have everything in your workspace disrupted. When
your CEO says move, you must move immediately. He is
not waiting on you to get comfortable or ready; He is positioning you for another door that is going to present itself
to you in the future. Remember, your CEO has the whole
spectrum of the business, not just where you are right now.
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Many people never get to the height of what God originally
birthed in them, because of the decisions they make along
the way. Fear, insecurity, disappointments, offense, etc., can
creep up along the journey because of the experiences you
have with people. Not realizing it you can begin to make
decisions out of a hurt or offended place and begin to back
up. So now you are not stepping out on those things that
are coming up in you, but making excuses within yourself
of why you don’t want to do XYZ, (whatever XYZ is to you.)
In conclusion, I encourage you with my journey as my CEO
has encouraged me over the last 15 years, and say, “He got
you.” Don’t second guess Him and don’t make excuses.
Move in obedience and watch God back up ever word and
instruction that He speaks.
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I also encourage you to get the Kingdom Entrepreneurship,
book available on Amazon and Kindle and at my shop.
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Karen M. Presley is an anointed woman of God with a powerful testimony
of God’s grace and mercy. She is the
founding pastor of Church of Zion
Deliverance Ministries, Inc. and CEO
of multiple businesses. She is also an inspirational speaker, certified life coach,
internet radio host, mentor and accomplished author.
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Pastor Karen is an end-time, apostolic-prophetic voice that
God is using to awaken the church out of her sleep. She is
gifted with the living rhema word to shift God’s people into
their destiny. Her prophetic mandate is to train the army
of God to walk in their Kingdom authority while equipping
them for Kingdom assignment.
Pastor Karen carries a foundational anointing to root out
religious traditions, while pulling down and destroying all
spiritual oppositions that get in the way of the plan of God.
Pastor Karen is a forerunner who is making a way for the
“greater things” to come. She is a front-line intercessor that
carries a burden to see the church do the greater works.
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Pastor Karen is the epitome of someone whose vision continues to inspire and empower others to trust and lean on
God for direction, guidance and counsel. Her utterance is
clear, “He can take you from nothing to being a living testimony for Him.”

64

EBo
ok

books by Karen will inspire you
to live and challenge you to
change
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All books are available at Amazon, on Kindle,

www.karenpresley.org and at APGI
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Metamorphosis
Coaching Program
Are you determined to make your life be what you
want it to be?
Are you in transition?
Need help with your business structure?
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Reach your full potential through career, entrepreneurial and
personal development coaching. Each session is tailored to
your unique personality and lifestyle. Learn how to:
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Unblock - every obstacle inside of you.
Unlock - the door within; to your greater potenail without.
Activate - your gifts and skills, both natural and spiritual,
that God has given you.
Empower - our life from the inside out; to be all that God
designed you to be.
Transform - your life by moving to where you have always
wanted to be.

(202) 251-5616 | www.karenpresley.org
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Celebrating 15 Years of
Excellent Service
2003-2018
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custom graphics * typsetting * logos
full-color printing * websites
t-shirts & custom apparel
fax * copy * NOTARY services

Need your book published?

Call today and we’ll send you our
publishing guide on how to get started.

www.anointedpressgraphics.com
(301) 782-2285
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Cheltenham, MD 20623
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If this book has been a blessing to you, please give us
a shout out on social media. The best way to advertise is when the customer does it for us.
We appreciate it.
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Your prayer request are also welcomed.

TO ORDER MORE BOOKS:
www.anointedpresspublishers.com
Amazon | Kindle
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Advancing the Kingdom
God’s Way
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n 2003, I started my business
in my mother’s basement; and,
within 2 years, God moved me
out of her house, off my job and
into my Crain Highway storefront
location by February 2005. It was
at that time that I heard God say,
“proving ground”. I looked it up
and it is defined as a place that the military uses to
test equipment. God quickly let me know that this
was a new beginning and a new level of training.
This compilation of 15 topics are only a few things
my CEO taught me along my journey. These
lessons will assist you in your business/ministry
growth and personal development in Kingdom
Entrepreneurship.
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