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Heritage Christian’s Gladysz teaches technology, more
by Brittany Murray
STAFF WRITER

Dana Gladysz has been a
part of Heritage Christian
School in many different
roles.
Gladysz began as a parent
volunteer when her two sons,
now 25 and 21, were students
at the school. She then
became a preschool aide for
three years.
“She has worn a lot of hats
here at the school,” middle
school language arts teacher
Melissa Mohr said. “She was
the aide for my daughter’s preschool. It’s kind of neat to see
her change and develop along
the way, and my kids knowing
her all these years has been
kind of a neat thing to have.”
In 2007, Gladysz switched
from preschool aide to librarian and computer science specialist.
“You get to do a lot more
challenging things in the computer lab. We do spreadsheets; we do Publisher; we
do PowerPoint. We learn how
to do online Internet searches, what’s safe to do online
and what’s not safe to do
online,” Gladysz said.
Covering all grades from
kindergarten to eighth grade,
much of Gladysz’s work
requires tailoring, she said.
“Yes, you can do Excel with
most of those grades, but
they’re going to be doing some
obviously different tasks,”
Gladysz said. “I try to integrate it with their other subjects as best as I can so it’s
not just this isolated spreadsheet that they don’t see how
it relates to the rest of their
life.”
As librarian, much of her
job entails checking books
in and out of the school
library.
“I only have 15 minutes, so
I can’t do a whole lot of
instruction there other than
the difference between fiction
and non-fiction, understanding the spine label and trying
to learn the Dewey Decimal
system,” Gladysz said.
Part of her job duties in the
library and computer lab is
helping students at Heritage
Christian
School
with
research papers for class.
“If my students have to do
research or when we have
research papers, we use the
computer lab,” Mohr said.
“When we do our research, we
go up to the library. She will
help the kids find books that
are appropriate.
“She’s just very good at
knowing the library, exactly
where things are. That cuts
time. She’s also extremely
organized. Any time we have a

Gladysz checks out books for elementary students at Heritage Christian
School. (Submitted photo)
question, especially if it’s
technology related, she can
help me do that,” Mohr continued.
Gladysz also serves as the

school’s webmaster, updating
social media and keeping the
website up to date.
She is also involved with
two programs within the

school — Reading Counts and
desktop publishing.
Through Reading Counts,
students receive points for reading books outside of school.

“The idea is to encourage
students in independent
reading outside of the classroom with books that they will
enjoy,” Gladysz said.
Every other week, Gladysz
then sets up a “Reading
Counts store” inside the
library where students can
cash their points in for
rewards.
“It has improved the
amount of reading that the
kids are doing on their own,”
she said. “Many students
think reading is like school
work; they don’t see it as an
enjoyment.”
With desktop publishing,
Gladysz teaches her students
to work with Publisher.
“Right now, they’re making
a one-page ad,” she said.
“They have to come up with a
product, and they have to
come up with imagery.”
That comes in handy for the
school’s publishing needs.
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